Loving Our Community
Luke 10:25-37

SERIES “Priorities”
Jarrett Stephens

We are in week two of our Priorities series. If you are new to Champion Forest, we have three —
what we call FOCUS Priorities, and they serve as a mission statement of sorts for us...they are a
filtering system to our ministries and our programs and our events.

We typically go over these the first few weeks of the new year just to remind us as a church what we
are to be about...and what we said last week is that what is a priority for our church SHOULD be a
priority for every believer because believers are what makes up the church! WE are the church.

Here’s the FOCUS statement: Champion Forest advances the kingdom by making disciples,
loving our community, and strengthening the Church.

Now, | want to pause right here and really encourage you to be back next week BECAUSE under the
banner of “strengthening the Church”, I am going to share the direction and vision that we believe
the Lord is calling us to in the future.

We’ve been working on this for much of the last year, and I'm telling you, you don’t want to miss
NEXT week because it is all about what’s coming NEXT for Champion Forest.

Today though...we’re looking at FOCUS Priority # 2 — It’s the title of the message today: Loving
Our Community

Now, last week was all about making disciples...and if you remember, the text we launched from
was Matt. 28, and it is known as: The Great Commission.

The FOCUS Priority, “loving our community” — we get that from what is called: The Great
Commandment

Matt. 22:34-40 — “But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3¢ “Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 3® This is the great
and first commandment. 3* And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as

yourself. ** On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Jesus said you sum up the entirety of the Law — narrow it down to two things: It’s all about loving
God with all that you’ve got AND loving your neighbor as yourself.

Mark adds in his gospel account that shares the Great Commandment, the words of Jesus:

Mark 12:31b — “...There is no other commandment greater than these.”
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Now, in the story we are looking at today...it’s probably one of the most well-known stories that
Jesus ever told — it’s the parable of what has been termed “The Good Samaritan”.

Jesus was a master story-teller...and he would tell stories that would grab people’s imagination and
keep their attention, and these stories communicated some very important spiritual truths or lessons —
that’s essentially what a parable is: it’s a story with a spiritual truth or lesson tied to it!

And this parable of “The Good Samaritan” has to do with the second part of the Great
Commandment, and that is “loving your neighbor”. Let’s look at this story...it’s so good!

Luke 10:25- “And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall
I do to inherit eternal life?”

Now, just a couple of things here. First, when we say “lawyer” we’re not talking about a court
attorney that was trained in civil or business law...this is a person that was schooled in the Torah.
This guy knew the Old Testament law backwards and forwards...he was in affect a theologian.

As your pastor, let me give some helpful advice...you may never need it but just in case — no matter
how smart you get...no matter how deep your knowledge of the scripture may be — probably NOT a
good idea to try and play Bible Triva with the one who wrote it!

Now, this lawyer asks a great question and how Jesus deals with it is very interesting...we’ll come
back to this at the very end of the message today, but just observe and note the exchange that takes
place. VERY interesting!

Luke 10:26-27 (In true rabbinical form, Jesus answers a question with a question) — “He said to
him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” “And he answered, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”

This lawyer answers this question by giving Jesus what we just read earlier — he answers him by
giving him the Great Commandment.

The lawyer says what he thinks and believes: “If I do this —if | LOVE God with everything that I’ve
got AND I love my neighbor as myself — this is what I believe will allow me to inherit eternal life.”

And look at how Jesus answers — it’s interesting and amazing at the same time!
Luke 10:28 — “And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

Now, you would think the conversation is over. The lawyer asked his question — Jesus has him
answer it himself, gives him a passing grade for his answer, BUT something doesn’t sit right with the
theologian/lawyer, and he asks a follow up question:

Luke 10:29 — “But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
Now, it’s important to peel back some layers here. We don’t know exactly what this guy was
thinking, but we do know from scripture he was trying to “justify himself” ...other translations read,
he was trying to “vindicate himself”.
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I mean, he wants to inherit eternal life — that was his original question. As a lawyer/theologian, in his
mind, he has the loving God part down...and he knows from the Law — he’s schooled in it (lev.
19:18) that he’s supposed to love his neighbor as himself.

But, “neighbor” has changed since the Law was written. When the law was written, “neighbor” was
fellow Israelites...fellow Jews. There’s been some more people move into the neighborhood since
that Law was first given.

- Romans have moved into the neighborhood — am I supposed to love them? The ones that
are occupying our land and charging us an exuberant amount of taxes...taking from us
and holding us down...am I to love them?

- Gentiles and idolaters have moved into the neighborhood — surely, they aren’t included
in this “neighbor” business?

- I'won’t even bring up Samaritans. | know you don’t mean them...they are the ones that
mixed their pure Jewish bloodline with pagan nations, tried to build a temple to replace
the one in Jerusalem — I know you don’t mean to love them!

So, Jesus...just a follow up question: “Who is my neighbor?”
And with this, Jesus shares a story...he tells a parable.

Luke 10:30 — “Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead.”

Now, the road from Jerusalem to Jericho was a 17-mile stretch of road that was a winding road...it
was full of turns and pretty rugged. There weren’t any rest stops along the way to rest...there was no
Buccee’s and stopping for beaver nuggets!

Most commentators point out that it was the perfect place for robbers and thugs and thieves to hang
out. In fact, it was such a notorious road, you never really wanted to travel it alone if you didn’t have
to.

Ilus. Jericho Road (SHOW PIC) — Its nickname was “The Way of Blood” or “Path of Blood”. I
brought a pic to show you. It shows you the terrain...easy for bandits to hide and jump out.

And evidently that’s what has happened. Because Jesus says, it was on this road that this man fell
among robbers and they stripped him and beat him and left him barely alive! They did a number on
this dude, and he needs help...and he needs it fast!

Jesus continues the story!

Luke 10:31-32 — “Now by chance a priest (a man of the cloth!) was going down that road (in this
story, you almost get a sigh of relief in knowing a priest is showing up), and when he saw him
(underline that!) he passed by on the other side. (That’s not good) So likewise a Levite (this is like
an associate pastor...they assisted priests with worship responsibilities in the Temple) when he came
to the place and saw him (underline it), passed by on the other side.”
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Now, look...before we jump to any conclusions and pass judgment on these two religious’ men for
not helping this man in need, let’s remember WHO Jesus is directing this story to!

He’s talking to a lawyer...a trained theologian. And as he is sharing this story, that lawyer who
KNOWS the scripture backward and forward- I can’t prove this, but I think he had like an old school
rolodex of scripture going through his mind.

- The Priest — he didn’t stop, but let’s think about this. Rolodex (Lev. 21:1-4) — if a priest
comes in contact with a dead person that is not a close family member or relative, they
become ceremonially unclean!

- The Levite? Same for him. The biggest fear for a Levite would be to somehow be cut off
from God’s people and his blessing...barred from serving at the temple. Should that
Levite become “unclean” that’s exactly what would happen until he went through
purification rites (that’s a seven-day process)!

I say that to say as the lawyer/theologian is processing this story Jesus is telling, the Priest and the
Levite that have a little fish decal on the back of their donkey — them walking by this half-dead
person MAY not have raised that many red flags in his mind...it was “understandable” knowing the
intricacies of the Law.

ADD to that...let’s just use our imagination in this...and I admit I’'m reading into the text a bit.

The scripture says they are coming from Jerusalem...which means if they did stop and render aid and
become unclean, they would have gone back to Jerusalem in order to go through the process of
becoming ceremonially clean!

Talk about inconvenient...talk about time-consuming. Usually, Priests and Levites served over in the
Temple over a two-week time span and then would return home.

[F this is the case, just think about their situation for a moment. They’ve been away from family for
at least two weeks...probably more than that once you tack on the traveling to Jerusalem and back to
wherever their home in Israel was. They like you and I would:

- want to see their families...
- catch their kid’s ballgames...
- they have other business to attend to...
PLUS...they aren’t nurses or doctors, what good could they really do?! This man is half-dead!

More than that, they are on “The Path of Blood/The Way of Blood”! How do they know this is not a
set up? If they stop to check on him, could it be that four or five other people are waiting to jump out
and rob them...hurt them...do to them what they did to this man?

The point is, we don’t need to judge these two men for the choice they made. The fact is me and
you...if we are honest, we pass by people who are figuratively beaten up by Satan and the world
every single day, and we have our own excuses for not stopping and helping out:

- The next person will stop...
- Surely, they have a cell phone (help is probably already on the way) ...
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- What can I really do at this point...

This story...and even more specifically, the actions of the Priest and Levite are
probably...truthfully...not that far from our own.

These religious people aren’t bad people. They’re probably just busy people, like all of us. They had
things to do...we have things to do. Stopping and rendering aid was not on their “to do” list...it was
a disruption, and so they SAW him, but they just passed by on the other side.

Now, notice the progression. A Priest walks by. A Levite walks by. In the mind of this lawyer, the
next person that walks by is probably going to be a fellow Israelite...just a normal Jewish person on
his way somewhere.

BUT this is where Jesus throws a nasty curveball! And it’s about to buckle this lawyer/theologian at
the knees!

Luke 10:33 — “But a Samaritan...”

Uh-oh! This was NOT what was expected! A Samaritan was despised in the minds of a Jew. They
were considered sellouts to the Jewish race. They used the derogatory term “mixed breed” to
describe them.

These were Israelites who in the deportation of the Jews during the Assyrian Captivity stayed behind
and intermingled and intermarried with pagans...the worst sin you could ever commit was to mix the
Jewish bloodline!

John 4 states “Jews and Samaritans had no dealings with one another” — they were a detested people!
So much so that when Jesus finishes this story in just a moment and ask the lawyer who the neighbor
was (v. 36) — he can’t even mutter the words “Samaritan” — he simply says, “the one who showed the
man mercy!”

What Jesus is doing here...what he is teaching here is mind blowing and he is destroying in this
moment perceived prejudices and answering the lawyer’s questions of “how to inherit eternal life”
AND the follow up question of “who is my neighbor”.

Luke 10:33 — “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him
(Note it! ALL three people saw him, but look at this — only one FELT something), he had
compassion.”

Some Bibles translate “compassion” as having “pity”. The word carries with it this idea to be “from
the gut”. Bible teacher, Ray Pritchard says it like this...that compassion is: “Your hurt in my
heart”.

The Samaritan saw him...and felt compassion...he empathized with him. What he saw in this man
that was robbed, beaten, and left half-dead...it elicited ONE emotion: (compassion/pity) — and that

fueled nine actions!

Look at what the scripture says:
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Luke 10:34-35 — “He went to him (1) and bound up his wounds (2), pouring on oil and wine (3).
Then he set him on his own animal (4) and brought him to an inn (5) and took care of him (6).
35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper (7), saying, ‘Take
care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back. (8 & 9 —
promised to return and compensate for anything he was out of?)’

This is CRAZY! This is going WAAAY more than the extra mile!
And here is where Jesus brings it full circle, and makes the lawyer answer his own question.

Luke 10:36-37 — “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who
fell among the robbers?” 3" He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him,
“You go, and do likewise.”

My goodness...SO MUCH here! We’re going to get into some application in just a moment about
what it means to love our community. I think it’s fair to say that a MAJOR truth Jesus is teaching
here is that anyone we come across who is in need, IS our neighbor.

- Regardless of what they can do for us...
- Regardless of what they believe or what their worldview is...
- Regardless if they look like us or not...

None of those matters...and really the question we NEED to be asking as believers in Christ is NOT
“who is my neighbor?” But instead, we need to be asking:

“Who can I be a neighbor to?”
“Who can I show mercy to TODAY the way God has shown mercy to me?”

This is the question we need to be asking!

And if we ask this, then by God’s grace our eyes will be opened to those God in his sovereignty
allows to cross our path...and when we see that person in need, we'll be sensitive to them...we’ll feel
their hurt in our heart, and we can jump into action like the Samaritan and be a neighbor to them

Which btw — did you notice that nowhere in this story does Jesus refer to him as the “good
Samaritan” — we gave him that title because of what he did!

He calls him “good” because his empathy led to action. Speaking of empathy leading to action.

Ilus. MLK — This weekend we are celebrating Martin Luther King and his contribution to our
country as it relates to the Civil Rights Movement. As [ was studying this passage of scripture this
week, I came across the final speech he ever gave on April 3, 1968, the day BEFORE his
assassination.

It’s called: /’'ve Been to the Mountaintop — If you’ve never heard it, I really encourage you tomorrow
as we honor Martin Luther King Jr. to go online and listen to it...it is POWERFUL!

He was speaking in Memphis and was set to lead a protest...a non-violent protest. That’s VERY
different from the protests we see taking place in our country today where people are throwing things

at the governing authorities, destroying property, and setting stuff on fire.
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In fact, this is what made MLK such a good leader and why he such an impact on the country. It was
his insistence upon nonviolent protests that he believed would win the day and HOW they protested
would show America the dignity OF those protesting! He believed what they stood for and HOW
they stood for it would ultimately be what changed the minds of those in the country that thought
African Americans were less than or deserved less than!

In Memphis, he was standing up for the rights of sanitation workers. And he was calling for a protest
and some boycotts on certain goods that he knew would turn heads and get people’s attention.

And he was calling on average everyday people who had busy lives...who had their own schedules
to keep and activities to attend to...he was calling on them to get in the game on these protests and
marches and stand up for these workers — regardless of what it may cost them!

In doing this, he cited THIS parable that we’ve been looking at today. What he called for in his
speech was for people to have a “dangerous unselfishness” and he used the Samaritan as an example!

Listen to his words:

Did you catch that? The Priest and Levite...those who saw the need but passed by on the other side —
their eyes were on themselves. Stopping would have cost them, but the Samaritan — his worries and
concerns were the man in need.

Here’s the deal: How can we be like this Samaritan? Because it doesn’t just happen. Jesus commands
this lawyer to love whoever crosses his path — that’s who his neighbor is — regardless of who is
neighbor was!

Well, get this: He can’t love someone unless God has his heart.

I love this because Jesus, in commanding him to love his neighbor, is commanding him to do
something that he knows is impossible UNLESS there is a heart change.

Remember, the first question the lawyer asks? (v. 25) - “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
There is one other time in scripture that this same question is asked...it’s in Luke 18 when Jesus has
a conversation with a rich young ruler.

In BOTH of these cases, the right question has been asked — “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
It’s like the greatest softball question to Jesus in the history of ever. It was the perfect opportunity for
Jesus to answer and say, “what are you talking about — what do you have to DO to inherit eternal
life?! It’s not about what you do, it’s about what I am going to do for you! You don’t do anything to
inherit eternal life, it’s a gift I give you!”

BUT...Jesus doesn’t say that! Instead, he gives them something to do! In the rich young ruler’s case,

he says, “Go sell everything you own and then come and follow me.” Here, he tells this lawyer, “Go
show mercy to your neighbor — your Roman neighbor, your Gentile neighbor, your Samaritan

neighbor!”
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In BOTH of these cases, he commands them to do the impossible because in trying to do it, it will
lead them to the end of themselves where they fall on the mercy of God — it’s at that point that he
changes a person’s heart and gives them the supernatural ability to do what they could never do
naturally.

There’s got to be a heart change! So, before we ever get to the practical application today as to HOW
we can love our community — it begins with making sure that God has our heart! ONLY then can we
live as Martin Luther King Jr. suggests with a “dangerous unselfishness” that shows mercy to others.

Incredible. So, here’s what I want to do in closing. For those who have experienced a heart
change...for those who have received the great mercy of God, let us show his mercy to others.

And here are just some of the ways we do this through the ministries of Champion Forest.

I told you we have a driving question behind each of our FOCUS Priorities. Here’s the driving
question behind “loving our community”.

We say it like this: If Champion Forest disappeared tomorrow, would anyone in the community
know, care, or miss us?

We want to be so “GOOD” — showing mercy and acts of love that if our church disappeared
tomorrow, our local community...our local schools...our neighbors would say, “where did they go?”

- Those were the people that helped me when I was food insecure...

- That was the Church that showed up and helped me mud-out my home when the
hurricane hit...

- Like Mr. Doug James, that was the church the people came from to read in my school
and serve as a mentor...

We want to love our community well and if you are looking for WHO you can be a neighbor to,
allow me to share with you these ministries.

And here’s the deal...with the goal like last week of being extremely practical. Here are just SOME
of the ways we try to “love our community”

International Friendship Ministry (help lead discussion as people from other countries try to learn
English)

Lighthouse for Students (serve as a mentor in one of our local schools — Kelly Martins)
Community Ministry Center (helped feed 95 families this month, distributed 2,291 items of food, 1
salvation!)

Photo Ministry — (headshots for job applications, family portrait, graduation photos)

Feeding the Homeless Ministry (every Saturday)

Fellowship of Christian Athletes (Jaime Clark, Max Bowman)

Birdwell Foundation for PTSD (helps vets and first responders)

Care Net Pregnancy Center

H3 Helpline
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Finishing Touch Ministries — (receives gently used furniture and blesses those in need- Kirsten
Bradley)

Human Trafficking Ministry

Single Mother’s Ministry (Gracewood)

Prison Ministry (men and women)

Sports Quest (sports ministry)

Mission of Yahweh (shelter that helps homeless women and children)

Healthcare Ministry (provides medical and dental care to low income and uninsured families)
Angel Paws (pet therapy)

Car Care Ministry

Home Care Ministry (widows in need)

Military Ministry (prays for and blesses those serving)

Sharpen Recovery (Nick Long)

Listen...we are doing A LOT to show the love of Christ to our community. And if ANY of these
opportunities to love your neighbor...your community sound appealing to you, here is Owen Barr’s
email: obarr@championforest.org

We will get you plugged into who leads these ministries. God may show you another way to love
your neighbor...remember, your neighbor is WHOEVER God allows to cross your path that’s in
need (physical neighbor). Love them and show them the mercy that God has shown you.

Loving our community. Let this be a priority in our lives...and in our church.

Would you pray with me?

Invitation: Early church fathers taught that Jesus is the Good Samaritan (v. 34-35)

Please Note: This document is not meant to be a published, cited, annotated research paper. It is
simply a transcript of a spoken message, provided as a resource. Many commentaries, articles, and
other sermon helps were likely studied and contributed to the forming of this message.
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