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Intro. Acts 13:4-52
Thank you, BK Bridge of leading us in worship and let me just right out of the gate here invite you back this evening to our 10th annual DREAM Celebration Event. 
Illus. DREAM Celebration - BK Bridge will be leading us in worship and Dr. Fred Luter of the Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in New Orleans, LA will be speaking. We have a special interview with Dr. David Fleming, my predecessor and the one who started the DREAM Celebration, which started as a luncheon ten years ago, moved into a banquet and most recently we have turned it into a worship service.

And that’s really the heart behind this…we come together from all different kind of places, different backgrounds, have different color skin, but the gospel brings us together and makes us ONE in Christ. And that’s what we are celebrating tonight. I hope you’ll join us at 6:00, it’s going to be great.
We of course do this on this Martin Luther King Jr. weekend, who we honor for his work in the Civil Rights movement and certainly he left a legacy of courage and faith in fighting for what was right and just.

And speaking of what is right, one of my favorite quotes by Dr. King is: “The time is always right to do what is right.”

And it’s right to gather together like we’re doing this morning and like we’ll do again tonight to worship Jesus and celebrate the oneness we have in him.

Now, as we get ready to unpack Acts 13, I want to remind you that this week begins our week of prayer and fasting. We are encouraging all of our members across all of our campuses to pray and fast at some level…what you fast from – and remember what we said last week – fasting is disconnecting from the world so that you can connect more to God…it’s giving up something physical for the express purpose of going deeper with God.

We’re calling ALL our members to fast and pray at some level this week. I was with our staff in our monthly staff chapel and I gave them these five words to consider…also used these Wednesday at our Night of Prayer:

1. Participate
2. Pray
3. Plan
4. Pace
5. Push Through
I am so excited to see what God does with you personally and with our church. If you have any questions about fasting, go online and listen to the message from last week or go online and download my notes, we have some websites you can go to that can help you as you fast…this is a spiritual exercise the Lord calls us to just as he does prayer, giving, serving…it’s going to be great as we do this together.

Now, the title of the message today is: The Sending Church

And that’s exactly what the Church in Antioch was - they were a sending church. Meaning what we read and studied in last week’s message (v. 1-3) and what we will read here throughout the rest of Acts 13, is that this church in Antioch after praying and hearing from God, placed their hands on Saul (i.e. Paul) and Barnabas and sent them on mission (v. 2) it’s a WORK that God has called them to!

And look at Acts 13:3 – “Then after fasting and praying they laid hands on them and sent them off.”

This church was a SENDING Church. And it’s exactly the type of church that I believe we are and want more deeply to be. Now, we’re not going to stay here too long, but let me give you three characteristics of a SENDING church. 
If we are going to be a SENDING church, there needs to be three commitments on our part:

1.  A Sending Church is committed to seeking God

We saw this last week. This church was committed to seeking God and they sought him specifically through prayer, worship and fasting. This is important because we will NEVER hear from God unless we are seeking him in prayer and worship and fasting.

This church heard from the Spirit of God (v. 2) WHILE they were worshipping the Lord and fasting.

2.  A Sending Church is committed to sending their best 

Antioch sends Paul and Barnabas. Now, at this time Paul is starting to come into his own. Barnabas is the defacto leader of the church in Antioch at this time. 

He’s the one the church in Jerusalem originally sent to check in on things at Antioch and he went and got Paul from Tarsus and they are the ones that stayed in Antioch for a year teaching and training up the converts that were being made there.

Just notice from this, when they church sent out the “workers into the harvest field” they didn’t send the slackers…they sent the leaders!

That’s something we have to think about as we are planting churches and in the future if God allows starting more campuses…we send our best out!

Illus. Life Groups – in a smaller way, think about it in your Life Groups. The way we grow is by multiplication and starting new Life Groups. Maybe there is a Life Group here that needs to send out there best so that more people can be brought in! Just a thought!

We’ve got a couple of young married classes doing that right now and we are going to celebrate that more and more as a church! It’s beautiful to see, and in speaking to the leaders of these groups, they are so fired up to be sending people out to help reach and disciple new people! It’s awesome! 

And this leads perfectly into the final characteristic of a Sending Church, and that is:

3. A Sending Church is committed to growing the Kingdom over their kingdom.

There’s a world of difference between the big “K” – the Kingdom of God and the little “k” – our kingdom.

In a Sending Church, the MAIN focus is growing the Kingdom of God – this is why there is an emphasis on sending! It’s not about keeping our best here because we need them or we’ll miss them if they go! 

It’s not about seeing how big we can be. Sometimes churches don’t want to send their best our because it will affect their size…they focus on who they will be losing…what they have going on. 
Truthfully, does it really matter how big we get? Being big doesn’t necessarily mean we’re being successful. The size of our church doesn’t impresses God! What impresses God is the size of our heart…the size of or faith in him!
Success, as my buddy J.D. Greear says: “Sending capacity, not seating capacity is the mark of success for a Great Commission Church.”

I really believe in the principle of the tithe here…you give your first tenth to God and watch what God does with the 90%. You won’t be in need! It’s the same in sending. The MORE we send out, I promise you the more people God will give us because he knows he can trust us with them.

Illus. Conroe Campus - Now, speaking of SENDING out. I told the Search Committee when I came that for the first year, there would be no major changes. We would address issues as they came up but for the first year, as a new leader here, I just wanted to observe, pray, get to know the people, understand our culture and preach.

As I observed, talked to people and got to know the history and lay of the land, it became apparent pretty quickly that a decision needed to be made about our Conroe Campus.

For those of you not aware, we are a multi-site church. Meaning, we are one church that meets in various locations across Northwest Houston. I love the multi-site model and believe greatly in it. I would love (on down the line – not any time soon) to have one more campus further Northwest of us, up along 249 somewhere – but that’s just dreaming with you and thinking out loud.

We know a lot of people are moving out that way and I think we could reach a lot of people – but again, that’s on down the line. All that to say, I believe in the multi-site model just as much as I believe in the church planting model…what we’re doing with the CF Connect. It’s not either/or, it’s both/and.

Currently, as most of you know we have campuses in Jersey Village, North Klein and Conroe.

It became apparent pretty quickly that Conroe was a campus we were going to need to do something about. The bottom line is after seven years of trying to make it work as a campus, let’s just call a spade a spade, it’s just not working for us. I think there are a number of reasons for this, the main ones being:

· A revolving door of leadership – we’ve had multiple campus pastors through the years that have done a great job, but for one reason or another have had to move on or we’ve had to transition them, and it’s hard to get traction when the leader is changing every 12-18 months.

· I think culture plays a part – Champion Forest is known in Northwest Houston. We have name recognition…meaning our reputation helps us. People have heard about us. In Conroe, not many people have (a lot of new people coming to the area) and those that have heard, when they walk in, they are not getting the same experience as they would at Champion Forest, they say, “this isn’t Champion Forest.”

· Add on top of that, Covid, and changing the leader once again during Covid…

The bottom line is, Champion Forest Conroe is not being as effective as we believe it could be to reach ALL the people in their surrounding area that need to be reached.

So, we began praying last year, having conversations with our leadership here – I spoke to the deacons about this in October, have had several meetings with Conroe’s leadership and talking about being “SENT”, we believe that to effectively reach the MOST people for Jesus – and that’s ALWAYS the goal, we believe that it’s time to SEND…to launch our Conroe Campus to be its own autonomous church.

Alec Brunson, who has done a GREAT job will continue to serve as the Pastor of this new church plant. He along with the lay leaders are VERY excited about this. The beauty of this is, this will be our first English CF Connect church that we actually plant. And we will stay in relationship with Alec for coaching and resourcing and blessing.

This isn’t a “see you later”, this is a “we are in this with you and right beside you” – Acts 13 we are SENDING you to reach Conroe, TX and we are doing this because we believe it’s the most effective way to accomplish the Great Commission in this particular instance.

So, I’m going to ask you church, to affirm this move. Which means you will have to go to your membership portal and affirm this…we are a congregational church, so we ask for your blessing and confirmation on something of this nature.

We’ll be sending out an email on Wednesday to let you know when you can go online (FAQ) and affirm what we believe God is doing and leading us in. The goal is on Easter of this year, the Conroe Campus will hold its first services as the new church.

It’s exciting…it’s the right thing to do and what really encourages me is that we are modeling exactly what we are talking about here in Acts 13. We are a SENDING church:

· Committed to seeking God

· Committed to sending our best (Alec Brunson)

· Committed to growing and advancing the Kingdom over our kingdom

Now, as we dive into the text here is what I want us to do. I want us to trace this first part of the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas. We’ll cover the second part in next week’s message. 

As we trace the journey, we’ll briefly cover what happens in the text. I’ll highlight some major points and then we’ll come back at the end of our time together and give some overarching principles that will help us think about what we read and looked at…give us a little bit of practical application as we go today.

So, let’s get started: Acts 13:4 – “So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.”

Let me show you this here: If you ever wondered why there were maps in the back of your Bible, this is it! You get to see where all this is taking place. Antioch in Syria is here – Now just keep in mind this is 300 miles from Jerusalem! 

When they are sent by the Antioch church, the travel 16 miles to Seleucia and then they set sail to Cyprus – this was the hometown of Barnabas and it was also a 130 mile boat ride away…and this isn’t a Carnival or Royal Caribbean Cruise either. I highlight the fact that this journey they are embarking on is not easy!

Often times when God calls us to go somewhere…gives us a mission, it may not be easy! More on that later!

Acts 13:5a – “When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews…”

Now, what you will see here is that this is their strategy. Wherever Paul and Barnabas go, they typically start in the Jewish synagogues. And this makes sense, right. The Jewish people were worshippers of Yahweh. They would have understood the prophets, known the Old Testament history and Law. 

If anyone would be ready to hear this message of the Messiah, it would be the Jewish people…at least that’s what you would think! 

Acts 13:5b-7– “…And they had John to assist them. (This is John Mark…he’s the cousin to Barnabas and son of Mary (Acts 12) – where the church was gathered to pray for Peter who was in prison. He’s the one who wrote the gospel of Mark!) 6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos (that was another 90 miles away – look at what happens), they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus.7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.”

When you see magician, don’t think David Blaine there! This is the same word used to describe the Magi that visited Jesus as a boy. They blended science and astrology and theology and kind of wed them together. They were considered experts in interpreting dreams and so a lot of times people of power kept them close.

In this case, the person of power is Sergius Paulus. He was the proconsul of Cyprus. He reported to the Roman Senate, but on that island what he said went! 
He was given complete military and governmental control over Cyprus. And the scripture says here (v. 7) he sought to hear the word of God! Amazing!

Acts 13:8-12 – “But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) (Arabic, meaning sage or seer) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? (This is probably not the best way to win friends and influence people, but hey, this is Paul…and side note here, from this point on in the book of Acts and the rest of the New Testament, Saul is referred to as Paul…it’s as if in this moment, Paul came into his own!) 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” (Paul’s like you want to see some real magic?!) Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.”

Interesting isn’t it?! You have a Jewish man that is practicing black magic, rebukes the work of God and remains an unbeliever and a Gentile, Roman leader that hears the gospel and responds…don’t forget this small point. We’ll come back to it. Let’s keep reading:

Acts 13:13a – “Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia…”

Let’s go back to our map. We don’t know how long, Paul and Barnabas were in Paphos, but they leave there and travel another 200 miles up to Perga in Pamphylia.

Now, this is the region known as Asia Minor in the bible, what we know as modern day Turkey. 

At this time in history, Perga was a tough place to live. It wasn’t what I would call a destination city. It had a theater, sports arena, some temples to worship in, but it was also hot…had a lot of wetlands and marshes. Just imagine back in the day getting on a boat and hitting land for the first time in South Louisiana!  These guys were like, no thanks! And they head north 100 miles to Antioch in Pisidia

And look at what happens: Acts 13:13b – “John left them and returned to Jerusalem.”

Now, this is a BIG deal. We have no idea why John Mark left and went back to Jerusalem at this point of the journey:

· Was it too tough for him…he got to South Louisiana (Perga) and was like, “I’m not doing this anymore!”

· Was it that Paul was becoming too strong of a personality for him…didn’t like the way he handled things – cursed David Blaine back in Cyprus…

· Maybe he was sick and had to return home…

We don’t know why John Mark left, but we do know it didn’t sit well with Paul and mark this moment (pun intended) because it will come up again in Acts 15 and Paul and Barnabas will have a little discussion and disagreement about it!

See, interpersonal relationships have always been fun! Even in the church there is disagreement. With different personalities in play, there always will be! Just because we’re Christians doesn’t mean we’ll always see things the same way – and that’s okay!

Now, here in Antioch Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas stick with their strategy. Let’s go to the synagogue FIRST and preach Jesus. And that’s exactly what they do. 
We don’t have time to read the entire message, but if you recall the messages of Peter and Steven in the early chapters of Acts, it kind of follows the same outline.

· It’s scripture-saturated – it’s FULL of the Old Testament Law, History and Prophets. Paul is setting them up, showing them that God was paving the way to the Messiah, who is Jesus.

· It’s Christ-centered. He like all good preachers gets to Jesus – his person and his work as fast as possible.

Acts 13:23 – “Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.”

He preaches the gospel and of course it’s Spirit-Filled the whole way through and it culminates with an invitation to receive Jesus as the Lord of their lives. One preacher I read said every invitation to Christ given should mirror this invitation. There is a “behold” and a “beware”:

Acts 13:38-41 – “(BEHOLD) Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. (the Law can’t fix our sin problem…only Jesus can! Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Here’s the BEWARE…there is a warning if you reject Christ!) Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about: 41 “‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’”

He quotes the prophet, Habakkuk here who spoke these exact words to Israel right before they were carried off into exile by Babylon. 
The insinuation is clear! Don’t reject Jesus, the Messiah, like Israel rejected the word of the Lord – judgment is coming! 

And look at the result of this preaching…talk about powerful!

Acts 13:42-52 – “As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God.

44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. (Man, I pray this for us at Champion Forest…wouldn’t that be exciting! – the whole city gathers to hear the word of the Lord! Why not?!) 45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. (Remember the opening lines of the gospel of John? John 1:11 – “He came to his own and his own received him not.)46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” (The gospel of Jesus Christ is for the Jew first, then the Gentile – we see here the fulfillment of John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world! It’s here that Paul’s primary ministry to the Gentiles beigns) 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”

Pretty amazing chapter isn’t it? I love Acts 13. And as we bring this message to a close, let me give you three big ideas that I think we can glean from what we see here in this chapter:

1. God speak to us by his Holy Spirit when we seek him through worship, praying and fasting.

I won’t stay here long because this is what the entire message was about last week, but we need to note that EVERYTHING we read here in Acts 13 happened ultimately because people were worshipping, praying and fasting.

In other words, they were putting themselves in a position to hear from God and because they were spiritually sensitive, God could trust them with this incredible work.

Illus. Personal level – want to hear from God? Worship, pray, fast! God WILL speak as you humble yourself before him and seek him.

2. The work God calls us to will not always be easy, and there will likely be a cost associated with it.

The Christian life is one of sacrifice. Jesus said if we desire to follow him: Luke 9:23 – “And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”

Paul and Barnabas traveled nearly 700 miles via land and 500 miles via sea to share the gospel. In Antioch Pisidia, the mountainous terrain is so rough, most scholars believe this is what was in Paul’s mind when he recorded in:

2 Cor. 11:26 – “on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers.”

Illus. Lanier Library – incredible resource to our community. Had a lecture on the problem of pain, evil and suffering. Who causes it? Why does it happen – scholars debate all that, what NOT debated is that we know God uses suffering in our life!

Listen: When God calls us to something, it doesn’t always mean it’s going to be easy. In fact, it may bring pain and suffering. We should never be surprised when living for Jesus that we face opposition, distraction or persecution – that’s par for the course! 

Our job is to like the old hymn says, “Trust and obey”. And look, even when there is a cost, when you know you are in God’s will, doing God’s will, there will be a peace and joy that passes all understanding…and it doesn’t mean you will enjoy the price that’s being paid, but it will help you endure it faithfully!

3. We never know who will receive or reject the gospel, our job is to simply share it.

Paul and Barnabas had no idea who was going to receive this message they proclaimed and who was going to reject it. A jewish man rejects it in Cyprus, but the most powerful Gentile in the country receives it. They go to a synagogue in Antioch Pisidia and some receive it while others want to run them out of town.

They had NO IDEA who was going to receive or reject the gospel, what they did was just decide that wherever they went, they would boldly proclaim it.

This should be the way we see things. I have no idea who or how many (Acts 13:48) that God has appointed to eternal life. What I do know, is that I have been called to share Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit and leave the results to him. 

· I KNOW that the Holy Spirit can soften the hardest of hearts… 

· I KNOW that his word (Jer. 23:29) is like a hammer that breaks a rock into pieces…

· I KNOW that he has called me to love others as I love myself…

· I KNOW that he is patient (2 Peter 3:9) not wanting any to perish, but ALL to come to repentance…

Who he saves and how he saves them is his business. Our job is to pray, SEND forth laborers into the field and share everywhere we go this message of salvation. I do know this, the MORE we share, the MORE will get saved!

There are more principles, I could give you – I had like seven written down, but I narrowed it down to these three so we could finish before 2:00!

Let’s pray and we’ll give an invitation just like Paul did in Acts 13.

Would you pray with me?
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