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With You in His Certain Victory,

PASTOR DAVID & BEVERLY FLEMING

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
FOR THE CAUSE OF 
CHRIST
Hello! Beverly and I want to thank you 
for picking up this edition of Current 
Magazine, a publication of Champion 
Forest Baptist Church! It’s yours to keep, 
or even better, to pass along to a friend 
who might be interested in learning more 
about the church. It’s an exciting story, 
and we just love to share it! 

We are a diverse and growing church 
known for helping all kinds of people make 
sense out of life through Christ-centered 
living. It’s an honor to share these 
authentic life stories with you of how God 
is at work in our church and community, 
bringing about extraordinary outcomes in 
the lives of everyday people, every day. 

It’s “finally fall,” as we say every year 
here in Houston. The cooler temperatures 
mean that the holidays are just around the 
corner. This year’s Christmas Spectacular 
is going to be even more spectacular! With 
over 600 people involved, the Champion 
Forest Worship Team has assured us that 
it’s going to be absolutely incredible. We 
are using tickets this year (at a reasonable 

price!) to help make the experience even 
better. Get yours early so you can select 
the performance of your choice and your 
seats in advance, knowing they will be 
yours when the excitement begins (www.
championforest.org/christmas). 

Of course we will celebrate Christmas 
throughout December, including our very 
special carols and candles on Christmas 
Eve. It’s a wonderful, worshipful experience 
for the entire family, and I hope you’ll join 
us. And yes, we will welcome the New 
Year together once again with our New 
Year’s Eve Celebration at Champion Forest 
Baptist Church. Just like last year, we will 
sing, laugh, pray and watch the fireworks 
over the CFBC ballfield. It was a blast last 
year—let’s do it again!  

Meanwhile, we have a weekly standing 
appointment with the Lord and with 
His people at Champion Forest Baptist 
as we gather on Sundays for worship 
across three campuses and in one of 15 
worship venues. And while we are a large 
faith community with many options and 

opportunities, remember that Champion 
Forest becomes a small church as we 
connect with one another in Life Groups 
for every age. We call them Life Groups 
because the life of Champion Forest flows 
through the connections we make as we 
gather around God’s Word, pray for and 
support one another, and build authentic 
relationships. 

As you’ll see throughout this magazine, 
we are a ministry and mission-minded 
church intent on making a difference in 
our community, country, and world—all 
for the cause of Christ! There are so many 
opportunities for you to get involved in the 
ministry and mission of Champion Forest 
Baptist Church and to make a lasting 
difference in your world. We invite you to 
join us on this remarkable journey of faith.

GREETINGS FROM
Pastor David & 

Beverly Fleming
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When I was a kid I liked to color outside the 
lines. I was that kid who wanted to create 
my own picture—I didn’t want someone 
else telling me where I could and couldn’t 
color. As the years went on, I’d somehow 
come to believe that the proper way to 
color was to stay within the borders and 
boundaries I’d been given on the page. I 
was taught in school that it was wrong to 
overstep the boundaries—the lines were 
there so the picture would look nice and 
clean when I was finished coloring.

Coloring outside the lines is messy. It tends 
to cause colors to mix that don’t seem to 
go together. Coloring outside the lines 
can create a picture that doesn’t look like  
the original.

As I sit here in my office in Houston, Texas—
the most diverse city in the nation—these 
very thoughts race through my mind. You 
see, our church is on a journey. Like the 
rest of our city, we are becoming more 
and more diverse every day. We love it, 
embrace it, and are constantly looking 
for ways to encourage, develop, and grow 
as we color outside the racial lines. This 
path of becoming diverse means we are 
learning what it looks like when colors 
mix to create a new, better picture. We 
are learning how to mix colors that don’t 
initially seem to go together.

Honestly, it’s much easier to color inside 
the lines. It’s safer to stay inside the 
border and use like colors. But I don’t think 
Jesus was safe. The Jesus I read about 

challenged the church to think beyond the 
conventional lines that had been drawn in 
order to reach all kinds of people. I admit 
this doesn’t come naturally, but when it 
works, the blessings are far greater than 
the discomfort. The new picture painted is 
much more beautiful than the original, and 
the freedom found is heavenly.

Here are a few of the things we have 
learned while coloring outside the lines: 

Sometimes people don’t understand  
the beauty.

Not everyone understands Monet. Some 
people prefer Michelangelo. That’s okay. 
This effort is not one for everyone. It takes 
genuine passion on the part of the church 

COLOR:  
OUTSIDE THE LINES
What it looks like to embrace diversity as a church
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by Brent Dyer - Worship Pastor  

at Champion Forest Baptist Church

leaders and membership to care, catch the 
vision, and be all in. Some folks may leave 
the church over it, but many more will 
come. When we truly embrace diversity 
and learn how to reach people of different 
backgrounds, ethnicities, and history, we 
add more than we lose. Guaranteed.  

It can get messy.

At first glance, when we color outside the 
lines it might look a little messy—because 
it is. Any time we move outside of our 
comfort zone it is scary. That’s okay. No 
masterpiece was ever created without 
making a little mess. When my daughter 
creates with playdough she usually has as 
much on her hands and face as does the 
creation. People are messy. Life is messy. 
Church is messy.

Use all the crayons.

We’re learning to create an environment of 
inclusion. This means it’s okay for colors to 
mix and make a new picture. It also means 
we must analyze the canvas to make sure 
every crayon is utilized in various roles and 
responsibilities throughout the church.  

We engage in meaningful conversations 
with those in our church and community 
about what it looks like when all kinds of 
people come together to paint the picture. 
 
Learn the term “micro inequity.”

The definition of a micro inequity is “a 
theory that refers to hypothesized ways 
in which individuals are either singled 
out, overlooked, ignored, or otherwise 
discounted based on an unchangeable 
characteristic such as race or gender.” 1 As 
we have become more and more diverse, 
we have learned to have ongoing, honest 
conversation about micro inequities in our 
church. Sometimes the conversation is 
painful. Sometimes we get way outside the 
lines. But in the end, we find God is honored 
and people are drawn to a church that 
embraces the reality of multicultural vision.

At Champion Forest Baptist Church, we 
believe the picture God wants to paint 
in our faith community is full of different 
colors. There is no crayon, paintbrush, 
marker, or watercolor He doesn’t value. 
And the end result is a masterpiece by  
the Master. 

“The Jesus I read 
about challenged 
the church to 
think beyond the 
conventional lines 
that had been drawn 
in order to reach all 
kinds of people”. 
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Cuando era niño me gustaba colorear por 
fuera de la línea. Era un niño que quería 
crear su propio dibujo—No quería que 
nadie más me dijera dónde podía o no 
podía colorear. A medida que pasaron los 
años, de alguna manera, llegué a creer que 
la forma correcta de colorear era quedarse 
dentro del límite y los márgenes que me 
habían dado en la página. En la escuela 
me enseñaron que cruzar los límites no 
era correcto—las líneas se hicieron para 
que cuando termines de colorear, el dibujo 
se vea bonito y limpio.

Colorear fuera de la línea es desordenado, 
tiende a hacer que colores que no deberían 
estar juntos se mezclen y puede crear un 
dibujo que no se parece al original.

Sentado en mi oficina en Houston, Texas—
la ciudad más diversa de la nación—son 
precisamente estos pensamientos los 
que empiezan a cruzar por mi mente. 
Como podemos claramente ver, nuestra 
iglesia ha emprendido un viaje y, al igual 
que el resto de nuestra ciudad, cada día 
nos volvemos más y más diversos. Nos 
encanta, lo recibimos y constantemente 
estamos  buscando formas de animar, 
desarrollar y crecer mientras coloreamos 
fuera de las líneas raciales. El ser cada 
vez más diversos implica que debemos 
aprender a colorear saliéndonos de las 
líneas, necesitamos ver la belleza de los 
colores mezclados para crear un nuevo 
y mejor dibujo. Estamos aprendiendo a 
mezclar colores que inicialmente parecían 
no combinar.

Honestamente, es mucho más fácil 
colorear dentro de la línea, es más seguro 
mantenerse dentro del límite y usar colores 
similares; pero no creo que Jesús buscara 
el sentirse seguro y cómodo. El Jesús del 
que he leído, desafió a la iglesia a pensar 
más allá de las líneas convencionales que 
habían sido trazadas, para alcanzar a todo 
tipo de personas.  Admito que esto no 
llega naturalmente, pero, cuando ocurre, 
las bendiciones son mucho mayores que 
la incomodidad. El nuevo dibujo pintado 
es mucho más bello que el original y la 
libertad que se encuentra es celestial.

A continuación, algunas cosas que hemos 
aprendido al empezar a colorear fuera de  
las líneas... 
 

COLOREAR 
SALIÉNDOSE DE LA LÍNEA
Una iglesia que abraza la diversidad

en Español
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Por Brent Dyer  

Pastor de Adoración en  

Champion Forest Baptist Church

Algunas veces la gente no entiende  
la belleza

No todo el mundo entiende un Monet y 
algunos prefieren a Miguel Ángel. Eso está 
bien porque no se trata de que a todos nos 
guste lo mismo. Se necesita genuina pasión 
de parte de los líderes y miembros de la 
iglesia para interesarse, captar la visión y 
que todos se involucren. Algunos dejarán 
la iglesia debido a esto, pero muchos 
otros vendrán. Cuando verdaderamente 
abrazamos la diversidad y aprendemos 
a llegar a personas de diferente origen, 
razas e historia, es más lo que agregamos 
que lo que perdemos, ¡se los garantizo! 

Puede verse desordenado.

A primera vista, cuando coloreamos fuera 
de la línea puede que se vea un poco 
desordenado y, de hecho, lo es. Cuando 
nos salimos de nuestra zona de comodidad 
nos sentimos asustados. Eso está bien; ya 
que no hay ninguna obra maestra que se 
haya creado sin hacer desorden. Cuando 
mi hija crea algo con plastilina, usualmente 
tiene tanta plastilina en sus manos y en 
su cara como en lo que está creando. 

La gente es desordenada, la vida es 
desordenada y la iglesia es desordenada. 

Use todos los crayones

Estamos aprendiendo a crear un ambiente 
de inclusión, es decir aquel en el que está 
bien que los colores se mezclen y generen 
una nueva imagen. Además, significa que 
también vamos a analizar el lienzo para 
asegurarnos que cada crayón sea usado 
en diferentes roles y responsabilidades en 
la iglesia. Establecemos conversaciones, 
con la gente de nuestra iglesia y de 
nuestra comunidad, donde resaltamos la 
belleza en el colorido cuando todo tipo de 
personas se unen para pintar el dibujo.

En Champion Forest Baptist Church, 
creemos que el dibujo que Dios quiere 
pintar en nuestra comunidad de fe está 
lleno de colores. No hay crayones, pinceles, 
marcadores o acuarelas que Él no valore y, 
al final, el resultado es una obra maestra 
del Maestro. 

El Jesús del que he 
leído, desafió a la 
iglesia a pensar más 
allá de las líneas 
convencionales que 
habían sido trazadas, 
para alcanzar a todo 
tipo de personas.  
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CRUISING FOR A 
HEARTFELT CAUSE

Patriot Guard Riders— 
a movement that shields 
military families from 
radicals who intrude  
on special occasions  
and ceremonies.

Ken Neubauer never gets tired of sliding 
into the seat of his Harley Davidson 
Ultra Classic motorcycle and going for 
drives. He’s a longtime active rider in the 
Champion Forest Baptist Church biking 
group, Crusin’ With Christ, and likes taking 
to the open road with biking companions. 
He also finds great fulfillment participating 
in rides throughout the year that pay 
tribute to our fallen military heroes, 
veterans, and current troops.

Since 2008, Ken has participated in the 
annual Texas Honor Ride fundraising event 
benefiting the Wounded Warrior Project. 

In 2014, he joined around one thousand 
bikers on a ride to Brook Army Medical 
Center in San Antonito to present the 
charitable funds in the form of a check for 
$260,000. According to Ken, the best part 
of the experience was getting to visit with 
the hospitalized soldiers.

Ken also regularly volunteers with the 
Patriot Guard Riders—a movement that 
started as a practical way to shield military 
families and personnel from radicals who 
tend to intrude on special occasions and 
ceremonies. The Patriot Guards ride to 
military funerals, welcome-home events, 

and deployment send-offs—to name 
a few—and form a line, shoulder-to-
shoulder, U.S. flags in hand, creating a wall 
of support.

Of all the patriotic events, Ken’s favorite 
is the annual Wreaths Across America 
effort that takes place every December. In 
Houston and all over the U.S., bikers and 
supporters gather at over 300 veteran 
cemeteries to place wreaths made of live 
greenery on the graves of fallen service 
people. “The Houston National Cemetery 
is the second largest veteran burial site in 
the country,” Ken explains, “second only to 

In Houston and all over the U.S., bikers and supporters gather at 

over 300 veteran cemeteries to place wreaths made of live greenery 

on the graves of fallen service people. 
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fighting in Vietnam. I thank God that the attitude toward our 
service men and women has changed, and I welcome any 
opportunity to pay my respects. I can personally identify with 
the sacrifices they make in service to our country.”

On behalf of the men, women, and children at Champion 
Forest Baptist Church, we consider and salute our armed forces 
personnel—the living and the departed—and we celebrate their 
commitment to serve. 

Arlington National Cemetery. And what began almost entirely 
with adult volunteers on motorcycles has grown in recent years 
to include student groups and families—most don’t own a bike. 
It’s wonderful to see the next generation participate in such a 
show of patriotism.”

When asked why he’s so devoted to military-related causes, Ken’s 
expression changed to one of deep sentiment. He explained:

In 1970, after graduating from college, I voluntarily enlisted in 
the United States Marine Corps. After nine months, I completed 
officer candidate school and served as Senior Air Director for the 
Third Marine Air Wing, eventually becoming a Captain. I didn’t 
face combat in Vietnam, but I did suffer serious scrutiny from 
my fellow Americans who resented the war. I was called names, 
spat on, cursed, forbidden to stay at certain hotels and warned 
not to walk around alone, especially after two servicemen were 
shot and killed on a street corner. My own parents were very 
unhappy with me when they learned I’d enlisted. It was a very 
confusing time, especially for those who returned home from 

“The Houston National Cemetery is 
the second largest veteran burial site 
in the country,” Ken explains, “second 
only to Arlington National Cemetery.”

For information about how you can participate in the  

Wreaths Across America effort, go to waahouston.com.  

For information about the Cruisin’ With Christ motorcycle 

group at Champion Forest Baptist Church, contact Ken 

Neubauer, kneubauer@sbcglobal.net.
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Thursday, December 31

10:00 pm

in the 

Family Life Worship Center

Thursday, December 24
5:00 pm

in the 

Worship Center

Brought to you by the Kids Ministry team 
at Champion Forest Baptist Church

1. Read the Christmas story—Luke 2:1-21.

2. Make Christmas wrapping paper—paint white paper with green and red. 

3. Make a red and green paper chain. Use to countdown to Christmas. 

4. Go out and look at Christmas lights. (Prestonwood Forest is a great neighborhood!)

5. Bake Christmas cookies.   

6. Attend Christmas ADVENTure at Champion Forest Baptist Church  (Dec 6, 5-7pm).

7. Pick out a Christmas tree and decorate it. 

8. Decorate gingerbread houses. 

9. Go Christmas caroling.

10. Attend CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR at Champion Forest Baptist (December 10-13).

11. Buy and donate toys to Angel Tree.  

12. Wrap presents for friends and family. 

13. Act out the Christmas story. 

14. Make Reindeer food – oatmeal, raisins, sugar, and glitter or colored sugar crystals. 

15. Make homemade playdough in Christmas colors and add peppermint scent. 

16. Bake treats and take them to your local firefighters. 

17. Have Christmas movie night with popcorn and snacks.

18. Drink hot chocolate and read holiday books.

19. Eat candy canes. How many licks does it take to disappear?

20. Hang stockings on the mantle or banister. Learn about St. Nicholas. 

21. Put out the Nativity Scene. 

22. Address and mail holiday cards. 

23. Pick a special family ornament for the year. 

24. Make a special plate for Santa’s cookies and the reindeer’s carrots. 

25. Go to a holiday parade. 

26. Make cards and gifts for teachers. 

27. Make special cards to send to cousins. 

28. Have a Random Acts of Christmas Kindness Day, and look for ways to bless others. 

29. Make cards to send to troops or to bring to a nursing home. 

30. Have a birthday party for Jesus.

31. Research holiday traditions around the world, and add one to your family traditions.

31 WAYS
to Make the Most of  
Advent Season with Kids!

SUNDAY 
December 6
5-7pm
in the FLC
Worship Center

For families
with preschool
and elementary  
age children.
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Why Few New Year’s  
RESOLUTIONS  
Become Resolute
Making life changes that last

If resolutions are so 

commonly broken and 

forgotten, then are they 

even worth making in  

the first place?

Are you planning on making any New 
Year’s resolutions? Just about everyone 
has, at one time or another, made a New 
Year’s resolution that they didn’t end up 
keeping. The fact that there is always a 
little truth imbedded within jokes and 
quips about New Year’s resolutions is 
what makes them so humorous. Like,  
“I was going to quit all my bad habits for 
the New Year, but then I remembered that 
nobody likes a quitter.” Or how about,  
“A New Year’s resolution is something that 

goes in one year and out the other.” We 
start with the best of intentions, but we 
just have a tough time following through.

Why wouldn’t we stay resolved to exercise 
more, eat healthier, worry less, serve 
more, love more deeply, read the Bible 
and pray more, or spend more quality 
time with family and friends? After all, 
these are all good things and should be 
a part of any healthy and balanced life.  
There are countless other things to make 
resolutions about that are certainly good 
and beneficial. But it seems time and 
time again, we start out well but those 
old habits creep back in and the resolve 

fades away. If resolutions are so commonly 
broken and forgotten, then are they even 
worth making in the first place? And if so, 
then why wait until the New Year instead 
of right now?

Socrates said the unexamined life is 
not worth living. The Bible says in 
Lamentations 3:40, “Let us test and 
examine our ways, and return to the LORD!”  
Self-evaluation is a good thing, and there 
are always areas in our lives that could use 
some improvement. But self-examination 
and evaluation become frustrating and 
defeating unless we actually intend on 
making the changes that are needed. And 

Rather than trying to come up with 
a list of worthy resolutions that you 

think will make you or your life better, 
why not turn to God and trust him? 
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when we do want to make changes, it is important to know why and have a plan for 
success. Resolutions that are unrealistic or self-centered and self-serving run a greater 
risk of being broken.

Making a resolution to become more Christ-like would cover a whole host of worthwhile 
resolutions, and you won’t be alone in trying to keep it. Psalm 121:2 says, “My help comes 
from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.” Rather than trying to come up with a list of 
worthy resolutions that you think will make you or your life better, why not turn to God 
and trust him? Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.”  Are you wanting to shore up your priorities in life?  Matthew 6:33 
says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.”  

Human beings have the God-given capacity to make specific choices and modify 
behavior that transcends desire and instinct. In other words, we have the innate ability 
to not just be creatures and slaves of habit. It’s good to want to better our lives and 
make positive changes. When God shows you the changes that need to be made that 
are worthy and will make a real difference in your or someone else’s life, you can trust 
Him to enable you to keep them. Don’t wait to do on New Year’s Day what can be 
done today. And when you get tired and your resolve begins to weaken, remember the 
words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”

Human beings have the God-given capacity to make specific 

choices and modify behavior that transcends desire and 

instinct. In other words, we have the innate ability to not 

just be creatures and slaves of habit.
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FAMILY LIFE 
SPORTS AND  
FITNESS CENTER
(FLC)
The Family Life Center is a cutting-edge sports and fitness facility where 

families can learn, play, and get in shape in a fun, positive environment. 

Located at Champion Forest Baptist Church Cypress Creek Campus, the 

FLC offers ongoing leagues, classes, and fitness challenges. Membership 

is open to the community, and all are welcome to come take a tour!

Amenities include: 

• State-of-the-Art Weight Room

• Circuit Training Equipment

• 1/8-Mile Indoor Jogging Track

• Elliptical Trainers

• Stair Steppers

• Recumbent and Stationary Bikes

• Childcare (9:00am-noon, Monday-Thursday)

• Cardio Theater

• Locker Rooms and Towel Service

• Table Games (Ping-Pong, Pool)

• Two Full-Sized Wood-Floor  

Basketball Courts 

• Two Racquetball Courts

• Aerobics and Fitness Classes

• Personal Trainers

• Nutrition and Wellness Classes

INFO: Amy Tomberlin  
atomberlin@cfbc.org •  281.586.9797
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Girls Volleyball (grades 5-8) 
Registration begins in January 

Fitness Challenge Ultra Marathon 
February

The Daniel Plan Study 
Begins in January

Men’s Softball  
Spring League

Fitness Classes   
Ongoing (18 weekly options)

Nutrition Classes    
Ongoing (First Tuesday of  
every month)

CPR Classes    
Ongoing (Four classes a month)

Monday – Thursday  
5:00am-10:00pm  

Friday • 5:00am-9:00pm

Saturday • 8:00am-3:00pm

Sunday • Closed

Spring 2016 at the FLC ...

INFO: FLC events or to register for a league or course, visit championforest.org/sports,  
or contact Amy Tomberlin, atomberlin@cfbc.org, 281.586.9797.

HOURS OF OPERATION

FLC application fee waived during 
the month of January 2016!



Are you familiar with the term CE Christian? 
That was me growing up. My family went 
to church on Christmas and Easter, hence 
CE. I was baptized as a baby and confirmed 
at my church, but that didn’t make church 
services any less boring. As a child, I found 
it difficult to pay attention and was more 
concerned with which of my friends was 
there rather than what I was hearing.
 
In high school, I dropped a letter and 
became a C Christian—Christmas only 
church goer. By college, I’d dropped both 
letters. I believed in God and figured I was 
a good enough person to make it through 
the pearly gates, so what was the point? 
Still, sometimes during quiet moments, I’d 
wonder, “What if there’s more?”

More of what? I wasn’t sure. Just more to 
faith than what I’d experienced. But it was 
easy enough to push the thought aside.

One very blessed day, I ran into a girl I 
used to date in high school, Carrie, and 
we started seeing each other again. She 
asked me to go to church with her, and 
eventually I gave in and went with her on 
occasion. Turns out, it wasn’t all that bad. 

As time passed, I got to know Carrie’s 
parents, and they were very passionate 

about their faith in Christ—not just in 
words, but in the way they lived their 
lives. I admired it. And by the time Carrie 
and I got married a couple of years later, 
God was right where I wanted Him—
acknowledged in certain aspects of my life 
but not overly intruding. 

Shortly after the wedding, however, 
Carrie’s dad was diagnosed with cancer. 
I watched my father-in-law undergo 
surgeries, chemotherapy, and radiation 
treatments—all painful—and never once 
doubt God’s goodness or faithfulness. 
 
The pesky thought returned: “What 
if there’s more to faith than I’ve   
experienced?” 
 
By now I was slightly more motivated to 
explore the notion, so when my wife and I 
moved to northwest Houston, I was willing 
to join Champion Forest Baptist Church. 
Once again, I’d struck a balance—God gets 
my Sunday morning, and the rest of the 
week belongs to me. My system worked 
great for about two years, until my wife 
started asking me to attend Life Group—
small group Bible studies that gather on 
Sunday mornings at the church.

I finally agreed, and we ventured into a Life 

Group, not knowing what to expect. Right 
away, I was taken aback by how welcoming 
everyone was and could tell that there 
was genuine care and friendship among 
the group members. We soon joined the 
class, and each week I learned more about 
the Bible and Jesus. At the conclusion of 
each lesson, our teacher would say, “If you 
have questions about what we’ve studied 
or want to know more about a personal 
relationship with Christ, come talk to me 
after class.” 

He made the offer every week, and 
although it applied to me, I never took him 
up on it.

Over time, my knowledge and faith in 
God’s biblical promises was growing, but 
I still couldn’t say I had a strong personal 
relationship with Christ. Then came 
another unforeseen life challenge—this 
time Carrie’s mother was diagnosed with 

By Steve Fronek 
Life Group Member

WHAT IF  
THERE’S MORE?
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cancer. Like her husband, she clung to her 
faith without wavering, even in the final 
hours of her life.

There it was again: “What if there’s more 
to faith than I’ve experienced?”

I was finally ready to explore the question 
with my whole heart. I had a lot of questions 
about the Christian life, actually. So when 
I went for a walk in my neighborhood one 
afternoon and saw my Life Group teacher 
working in his flower bed, I felt the need to 
take him up on his longstanding offer. We 
began to meet regularly, and he helped 
me understand what it really means to 
have a meaningful relationship with Christ, 
beyond mere head knowledge or religious 
activity.

At that same time, I started reading my 
Bible from the beginning. In times past, 
I’d give up a few pages in, discouraged by 
my lack of interest and understanding, but 
this time, I had clarity and insight, made 

possible by the Holy Spirit. My Life Group 
teacher also helped me understand what 
I was reading. He and I met and talked, 
prayed, and studied together for more 
than a year.

Life Group is now the highlight of my week, 
and the group members are among my 
closest friends. We confide in one another, 
support and pray for one another, and 
provide accountability. We band together 
through tough times and celebrate one 
another’s victories. Life Group is about 
doing life together—not just any kind of 
life but one centered on Christ.

Looking back at my reoccurring question—
“What if there’s more?”—I understand  
now where it was coming from. It was  
the Lord seeking to draw me closer to 
Him and reveal his purpose for my life. I 
thank God for everyone He used to help 
me along the way including my wife, her 
parents, my Life Group teacher, and my 
Life Group members. 

So, I’d like to extend an offer to you that 
was life-changing for me…

If you have faith-related questions or 
want to know more about a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, come talk 
to us. 

We have many Life Groups to choose from, 
all ready to welcome you and walk beside 
you through life!

Steve and Carrie 
Fronek (left) with 
Life Group leaders 
Corey and Dana 
Grindal

Shortly after the wedding, however, Carrie’s dad 
was diagnosed with cancer. I watched my father-in-
law undergo surgeries, chemotherapy, and radiation 

treatments—all painful—and never once doubt  
God’s goodness or faithfulness.

To view a list of Life Groups, go to 

www.championforest.org/guide/

lifegroups, or contact Jeff Skipper, 

jskipper@cfbc.org. 
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At sixteen years old, Jeff Noorian was a straight-A student, 
respectful to his mother and teachers, and a strong male 
presence in his little sister’s life in the aftermath of his 
parents’ divorce. Life wasn’t easy, but with Jeff’s ambition 
and work ethic, the future was bright with possibilities.

But all of that changed on May 28, 1993—the night Jeff found 
himself behind bars in the homicide unit of a juvenile detention 
center, facing possible lethal injection.

Growing up in southwest Houston, Jeff 
had a fairly happy childhood until, at 
eight years old, his foundation of family 
cracked in two with his parents’ divorce. 
His father’s absence sent him into a 
tailspin, causing him to act out at school 
and at home. But with some counseling 
and time to heal, Jeff eventually adjusted 
and began excelling at school and helping 
out a great deal at home while his mother 
worked hard to provide for Jeff and his 
two siblings.

At thirteen, Jeff continued to perform 
well outwardly, but inwardly, began to 
question his life’s purpose and values. He 
soon began running with a crowd that 
liked to drink and get into mischief, and 
he immersed himself in the rap music 
culture where he adopted the philosophy 
that life is about taking what you want 
and trampling anyone who gets in your 
way. In time, he became fixated with 
accumulating material possessions, which 
led to a secret life of shoplifting. In his own 
words, “Like most vices, stealing starts off 
small and gets bigger. A piece of bubble 

gum. A shirt. Electronics. Then before you 
know it, you’re robbing people and taking 
big things.”

By May of 1993, Jeff’s shoplifting had 
escalated to the point of stealing cars. He 
spotted a certain vehicle at the Galleria 
one Friday night and decided to take it. 
Armed with a pistol, he closed in on the 
car and was taken off guard when the 
owner appeared and confronted him—
seventeen-year-old Jesse. A heated fight 
broke out between them, and the gun 
pointed one direction, then the other until 
Jeff pulled the trigger, shooting Jesse in 
the neck.

Shocked and horrified by what he’d done, 
Jeff ran but was quickly apprehended 
on the scene by police. Once in custody, 
he learned that the bullet struck Jesse 
millimeters from his jugular vein and he 
was in a coma with nearly no chance of 
survival. Authorities warned that the 
moment Jesse passed away, Jeff would be 
charged with capital murder, punishable 
by lethal injection. 

Locked behind bars and facing a possible 
death sentence, the devastating reality 
began to sink in. “I couldn’t believe it,” 
Jeff says. “My rap music, my friends—they 
didn’t tell me about this side of the life we 
were living. That by carrying a gun, my 
life could be over at 16, not to mention 
another young man’s life.”

Jeff made the gut-wrenching call from jail 
to his mother, forced to finally come clean 

“In a single moment,” 

Jeff says, “all of my life’s 

potential was gone. I was 

sure the world would be a 

better place without me...”

Feature Story

A SECOND
CHANCE  
AT LIFE
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about the double life he’d been living. To 
add to his regret, he learned that Jesse 
had lost his father to cancer not long ago, 
and his house had recently burned down. 

Now this. All for a car.

Jeff has vivid memories of being alone in 
his jail cell, lying on his back looking up 
at the dingy ceiling, wanting to die. “In a 
single moment,” Jeff says, “all of my life’s 
potential was gone. I was sure the world 
would be a better place without me, and I 
contemplated how to go about ending my 
life.”

It was at this bitter, all-time-low when 
hope came knocking. 

A volunteer chaplain tapped on Jeff’s 
cell, inviting him to talk. Jeff explained 
that he was ready to give up on life, and 
the chaplain offered the one thing that 
Jeff never thought possible—forgiveness, 
made available through Jesus Christ. 
Jeff had heard about Jesus throughout 
his upbringing but had never taken faith 

seriously. When he learned that, according 
to the Bible, he could not only receive 
forgiveness for what he’d done but also 
pray for God to heal Jesse, he surrendered 
his pride and prayed with the man. 

Still, he couldn’t help but wonder if it 
would make any real difference. 

A few days later, Jeff’s lawyer informed him 
that against all odds, Jesse came out of 
the coma and was making a full recovery. 
The news was astounding. According to 
Jeff, “I knew I didn’t deserve for God to 
answer my prayer, and yet He did. Jesse 
was transferred from death to life and so 
was I, not only spiritually but also in terms 
of my sentencing.”

Jeff was released on bond while awaiting 
trial and began living a Christ-centered 
life the best he knew how. He had a 
relentless hunger to read the Bible and 
learn everything he could about this God 
with miraculous power to save and deliver. 
In the process, he read what the Bible has 
to say about repenting to those we’ve 

wronged and being reconciled. Convinced 
he needed to repent to Jesse, Jeff began 
praying for an opportunity to ask his 
forgiveness somehow, which wouldn’t 
be easy since the law forbade him from 
contacting Jesse.

One afternoon while at a festival in 
Downtown Houston, Jeff happened to 
spot Jesse standing among the crowd. 
He knew this was likely his one-and-only 
chance to speak to him. As he approached, 
he saw fear growing on Jesse’s face, and 
Jeff assured him he wasn’t going to hurt 
him. He went on to say, “I want you to 
know how sorry I am for what I did to you 
and what I put your mother through. Will 
you please forgive me?”

Jesse said yes, then they parted ways—
another answered prayer that defied the 
odds.

In 1996, Jeff was charged for his crime 
and sentenced to 15 years in prison. He 
was 19 years old at the time. He’d heard 
that prison was a dark, threatening place 
and quickly faced that stark reality. When 
he arrived, gang members incited him to 
fight and asked him which gang he was 
going to align with. “I’m with Jesus,” Jeff 
said. “I mean it. And whatever goes with it,  
I’m ready.”

Jeff couldn’t always escape the inmates’ 
aggression, and his life was threatened on 
multiple occasions, but he watched God 
protect him and bring him through time 
and time again. “I clung to the scriptures,” 
he says, “and read Psalms a lot. And when 
people saw that I really was trying to live 
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what I said I believed, that I was trying to 
be a Christian for real, most respected me.”

One inmate in particular, a hardcore 
skinhead, actually helped watch over Jeff 
even though Jeff wasn’t a member of his 
gang. Jeff frequently shared his life story 
and faith with him but didn’t know at the 
time if it was impacting him or not. 

In some instances, Jeff helped men get 
out of gangs—a move that helped them 
avoid ongoing acts of violence and harsh 
influences.

Jeff was housed at multiple facilities 
during his incarceration but made a point 
to get involved in the Christian activities 
offered no matter where he was, building 
relationships with the chaplains and his 
fellow Christian inmates. At the central 
unit in Sugarland, he became a clerk for 
one of the first Prison Fellowships—a 
Bible-based mentorship program that has 
spread throughout the United States. Jeff 
had a wonderful mentor during that time 
and, as a result, grew in his faith.

Since he’d determined to never return to 
prison, Jeff worked hard to gain as many 
life skills and trades as possible. “Every 
day, everything I did was working toward 
my future,” he says. “I had no idea what it 
would look like, but I was preparing.”

Jeff was trained in fields such as paralegal 
work, truck driving, and web design 
and also became ASE certified in auto 
mechanic work. In addition, he earned his 
Associates Degree in Liberal Arts. Still, he 

wondered if he’d ever have the kind of life 
he hoped for—a wife and children and a 
happy home. He prayed often about his 
desire to have a family someday.
 
Seven years into his sentence, Jeff was told 
he was being released on parole, but it was 
revoked for reasons he was never told. It 
was a setback, but Jeff kept looking to the 
Lord to direct his path. Six years later, in 
2009, the day finally came. After serving 
thirteen years in prison, Jeff was released. 
He was 32 years old now.

“Getting out was like a dream,” Jeff says, 
“like an enormous boulder was taken off 
my back. At the same time, it brought 
new challenges. For people who’ve been 
locked up for a while, there’s uncertainty 
about how to function. I wondered about 
employment and how I would make a life 
for myself, but as much as I was tempted 
to fear, I knew God was with me and hadn’t 
brought me this far just to abandon me.”

Jeff’s relatives helped him with the 
necessities of life, providing a place to 
stay and an old but working vehicle while 
he started his own business. He created a 
website and went knocking on doors to 
promote his new auto mechanic services. 
It was slow at first and very challenging 
to get his company off the ground, but he 
stuck with it, and eventually, it grew.

At the same time, he was attending 
church and prayerfully looking for a 
Christ-centered woman to marry and with 
whom he could start a family. A short time 
later, he met a beautiful, vibrant woman 
at church named Barbara. In 2011, they 
became husband and wife. By the end of 
the year, Jeff owned his own vehicle and 
was able to purchase a home. “Those were 
all huge milestones for me,” Jeff says. “I 
never would have guessed the Lord could 
do so much for me in such a short time.”

As a tremendous added blessing, Jeff 
and Barbara welcomed two sons into the 
world, now ages two and three.

Even though Jeff has a lot in life to balance 
now, he has stayed focused on his goal 
to give back to those walking a similar 
path as he went down. He has multiple 
pen pals within the prison system to 
offer hope and encouragement, and he 

Jeff couldn’t always 

escape the inmates’ 

aggression, and his 

life was threatened on 

multiple occasions.

regularly assists inmates who are released 
from prison and face the tremendous 
stress of starting a new life from scratch. 
Jeff helps connect them with Christian 
communities, employment assistance, and 
the necessities of life.

Jeff is especially passionate about a 
ministry called Kairos—the name based 
on a Greek word that conveys being in 
the opportune time for success. Through 
Kairos, Jeff ministers to inmates, provides 
support to families of inmates, and speaks 
into the lives of incarcerated juveniles. In 
addition, he is sometimes asked to share 
his life story with students. “I welcome 
every opportunity to help young people 
understand how one bad decision can 
alter or end your life,” he says, “just like 
one good choice can do a world of good 
for themselves and others. I love to share 

Jeff and Barbara
with their two sons
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FAITH... a biblical 
explanation of what it 
takes to get to heaven  
and have eternal life:

“I clung to the scriptures,” he says, 
“and read Psalms a lot. And when 
people saw that I really was trying 
to live what I said I believed, that  

I was trying to be a Christian  
for real, most respected me.”

how Christ turned my life around and encourage them to trust in Him before they hit 
rock bottom like I did.”

As more evidence of the Lord’s ability to transform lives, the hardcore skinhead Jeff 
knew in prison 19 years ago recently contacted him to say he’s committed himself to 
the Lord and is living a drastically different, far better life—partly because of the bold 
example of faith he witnessed in Jeff. Jeff is quick to give glory to the Lord and also 
give thanks for the many volunteers who prayed for him and helped him in his faith walk 
when he was incarcerated.   

Although over a decade of Jeff’s life was spent behind bars, he has clung to Joel 2:25, 
a scripture that promises God will restore the years wasted on rebellion and suffering 
life’s major setbacks. Like countless other passages, Jeff has seen God make true on this 
promise and seeks to encourage all looking for a second chance: “If you’ll trust God and 
do things His way, in time, He’ll restore your soul and your life. I’m living proof.”

We all have sinned and 
 need God’s forgiveness   

(Romans 3:23)

God’s forgiveness is available  
to all, but not automatic  

(John 3:16)

 
According to the Bible,  
it is impossible to get  
to heaven on our own  

(Ephesians 2:18)

To be saved, we must repent, 
which is to turn to Jesus Christ 
and go a different life direction  

(Luke 13:3, Romans 10:9-10)

When we place our faith 
 in Christ, we can be sure  
we will go to heaven and  
have eternal life with God  

(John 14:3)

  
is for  

FORGIVENESS

F

  
is for  

AVAILABLE

A

  
is for  

IMPOSSIBLE

I

  
is for  
TURN

T

  
is for  

HEAVEN

H
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A sus 16 años de edad, Jeff Noorian era un muchacho con 
calificaciones excelentes, respetuoso con su madre y maestros 
y una fuerte figura masculina en la vida de su hermana menor 
después del divorcio de sus padres. La vida no era fácil; pero 
con  las ambiciones y el trabajo ético de Jeff, el futuro  estaba 

lleno de probabilidades.
 
Sin embargo, todo cambio el 28 de mayo de 1993—la noche en que Jeff se 

encontró tras las rejas de la unidad de homicidios del centro de detención juvenil, 

enfrentando la posibilidad de pena de muerte con la inyección letal.

Habiendo crecido en el suroeste de Houston, 
Jeff tuvo una infancia bastante feliz hasta 
que a los 8 años de edad sus bases familiares 
se rompieron en dos con el divorcio de sus 
padres. La ausencia de su padre lo mandó 
al caos, causando que comenzara a portarse 
mal tanto en la escuela como en la casa. Sin 
embargo, con consejería y con la sanidad 
que trae el tiempo, eventualmente Jeff se 
adaptó y comenzó a sobresalir en la escuela  
y a ayudar en la casa mientras su mamá 
trabajaba duro para proveer para Jeff y sus 
dos hermanas.

A los trece, Jeff seguía desempeñándose bien 
externamente, pero en su interior comenzó a 
cuestionarse tanto el propósito como el valor 
de su vida. Pronto comenzó a andar con un 
grupo al que le gustaba beber y meterse 
en problemas y se metió en la cultura de la 
música rap, de donde adoptó la filosofía que 
la vida se trata de conseguir lo que quieres y 
pisotear a cualquiera que se atraviese en tu 
camino.  Luego tuvo la fijación de acumular 
posesiones materiales, lo cual lo llevó a 
la vida secreta del hurto. En sus propias 
palabras: “como con la mayoría de los vicios, 

robar comienza con poco y luego se vuelve 
mayor, un pedazo de chicle, una camisa… 
electrónicos. Luego, cuando menos lo 
piensas, estás asaltando a la gente y robando 
cosas grandes.”

Para mayo de 1993, el hurto de Jeff había 
escalado a robo de autos. Un viernes en la 
noche le puso el ojo a cierto carro en el área 
de Galleria y decidió llevárselo. Armado con 
una pistola, se metió en el auto y estando 
allí el dueño del carro (Jesse, un joven de 
diecisiete años) llegó y lo tomó por sorpresa. 
Comenzaron a pelear y el arma apuntó en una 
y otra dirección hasta que Jeff tiró del gatillo, 
disparándole a Jesse en el  cuello.    

Confundido y horrorizado por lo que había 
hecho,  Jeff corrió; pero fue rápidamente 
capturado en la escena por un policía. Estando 
en custodia, se dio cuenta que la bala pasó a 
milímetros de la yugular de Jesse, quien ahora 
estaba en coma con escasas probabilidades 
de sobrevivir. Las autoridades advirtieron 
que al momento que Jesse muriera, Jeff sería 
acusado de asesinato capital, cuyo castigo es 
la inyección letal. 

Encerrado tras las rejas y enfrentando una 
posible sentencia de muerte, comenzó a ser 
consciente de la devastadora realidad. Jeff 
dice: “Yo no podía creerlo, mi música rap, mis 
amigos—ellos no me contaron este lado de la 
vida que estaba viviendo, ni que por llevar un 
arma mi vida podría acabarse a mis dieciséis, 
ni tampoco que por mi culpa la vida de otro 
joven pudiera terminar.”

Jeff dice: “En un momento 

todo el potencial de mi 

vida se había ido, estaba 

seguro que el mundo sería 

un mejor lugar sin mí...”

Articulo  
Principal

UNA SEGUNDA 
OPORTUNIDAD 
EN LA VIDA
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Finalmente, forzado a exponer la doble 
vida que había estado viviendo, desde la 
cárcel Jeff hizo la desgarradora llamada a su 
madre. Sumado a su remordimiento, se dio 
cuenta que recientemente el padre de Jesse 
había muerto de cáncer y su casa se había 
quemado. 

¡Y ahora esto, todo por un carro!

Jeff tiene vívidos recuerdos de estar solo en 
la celda de la cárcel, acostado boca arriba 
mirando el sucio techo, deseando morirse. 
Jeff dice: “En un momento todo el potencial 
de mi vida se había ido, estaba seguro que 
el mundo sería un mejor lugar sin mí y 
contemplaba la manera de acabar con mi 
vida.”

Este amargo y deprimente tiempo fue cuando 
la esperanza tocó a la puerta. 

Un capellán voluntario tocó a la celda de Jeff, 
invitándolo a hablar. Jeff le explicó que estaba 
listo para rendirse con su vida y el capellán 
le ofreció una cosa que Jeff nunca consideró 

posible ¡el perdón por medio de Jesucristo! 

Jeff había escuchado sobre Jesucristo a lo 
largo de su infancia pero nunca había tomado 
la fe seriamente. Cuando aprendió que, de 
acuerdo con la Biblia, no sólo podía recibir 
perdón por lo que había hecho sino que 
también podría orar para que Dios sanara a 
Jesse, Jeff rindió su orgullo y oró con este 
hombre. 

Aun así, se seguía preguntando si eso podría 
hacer alguna verdadera diferencia. 

Unos días después, el abogado de Jeff le 
informó que contra todo pronóstico, Jesse 
había salido del coma y se estaba recuperando 
completamente. ¡La noticia fue asombrosa!  
Según Jeff: “Yo sabía que no me merecía que 
Dios respondiera mi oración; pero él lo hizo. 
Jesse fue transferido de la muerte a la vida 
y también lo fui yo, no sólo espiritualmente 
sino también en términos de mi condena.”

Jeff fue liberado bajo palabra, en espera de 
juicio y comenzó a vivir una vida centrada en 
Cristo de la mejor manera que podía. Tenía 
un hambre insaciable por leer la Biblia y 
aprendió todo lo que pudo sobre este Dios 

con poderes milagrosos para salvar y liberar. 
En el proceso, leyó lo que la Biblia dice sobre 
arrepentirse delante de aquellos a los que les 
hemos hecho daño y reconciliarse con ellos. 
Convencido de su necesidad de arrepentirse 
delante de Jesse, comenzó a  orar por una 
oportunidad para pedirle que lo perdonara, 
lo cual no sería fácil porque la ley le había 
prohibido comunicarse con Jesse.

Una tarde en un festival en el centro de 
Houston, Jeff vio a Jesse parado en medio 
de la multitud. Supo que probablemente esta 
sería su única oportunidad de hablarle. A 
medida que se acercaba, vio como aumentaba 
el temor en el rostro de Jesse. Entonces Jeff 
le aseguró que no quería hacerle daño y 
siguió diciéndole: “Quiero que sepas cuánto 
siento lo que te hice y por lo que hice pasar a 
tu madre. ¿Podrías perdonarme?  

Jesse lo perdonó y luego se separaron—otra 
oración contestada,  contra toda posibilidad.
En 1996, Jeff fue acusado por su crimen y 
sentenciado a 15 años en prisión. En aquel 
momento tenía 19 años, había escuchado que 
la prisión era un lugar oscuro y amenazante y 
rápidamente se enfrentó con la dura realidad. 
Cuando llegó, miembros de pandillas lo 
incitaron a pelear y le preguntaron a qué 
pandilla se iba a unir. Jeff les dijo: “Estoy con 
Jesús y estoy listo para cualquier cosa que 
eso traiga.”

No siempre Jeff pudo huir de la agresión de 
los prisioneros y en muchas ocasiones su vida 
fue amenazada; pero vio a Dios protegerlo y 
sacarlo una y otra vez.  Dice: “Me aferré a las 
escrituras y leía mucho los Salmos. Cuando 
la gente veía que yo verdaderamente estaba 
tratando de vivir aquello en lo que decía 
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creer  es decir que estaba tratando de ser un 
verdadero cristiano, me respetaban más.”

Un prisionero en particular, un cabeza rapada, 
fue quien se encargó en cuidar a Jeff a pesar 
que Jeff no era miembro de su pandilla. Jeff 
frecuentemente compartía la historia de su 
vida y su fe con él; pero en aquel momento 
no sabía si estaba o no impactando su vida. 
Algunas veces,  Jeff ayudó a algunos hombres 
a salirse de las pandillas—una movida que les 
ayudó a evitar continuos actos de violencia y 
malas influencias.

Jeff estuvo preso en diferentes instalaciones 
durante su encarcelamiento; pero donde 
quiera que estuvo siempre se involucró en 
las actividades cristianas que se ofrecían, 
creando vínculos con los capellanes y sus 
hermanos cristianos en prisión.  En la unidad 
central de Sugarland, se convirtió en un 
empleado de  first Prison Fellowships—un 
programa de mentoría bíblica que opera en 
todo Estados Unidos. Jeff tuvo un maravilloso 
mentor durante aquel tiempo y, como 
resultado, creció en su fe.   

Debido a que había determinado nunca volver 
a prisión, Jeff trabajó duro para obtener  
tantas destrezas  y oficios para su vida 
comopudiera. Dice: “Todo lo que hacía cada 
día estaba obrando para mi futuro, no sabía 
cómo sería, pero me estaba preparando.”

Jeff fue entrenado en campos tales como 
trabajo paralegal, manejo de camiones 
y diseño de redes. También obtuvo su 
certificación  ASE en trabajos de mecánica 
de autos. Además,  obtuvo su grado asociado 
en Artes Libres. Todavía se preguntaba si 
alguna vez tendría la vida que él esperaba—

una esposa, hijos y un hogar feliz. A menudo 
oraba por su deseo de algún día tener una 
familia. 

Después de siete años de sentencia, Jeff 
se enteró que sería puesto en libertad 
condicional, pero se la revocaron por razones 
que nunca supo.  Eso fue un revés, pero 
Jeff siguió buscando que el Señor dirigiera 
su camino. Seis años después, en 2009, 
finalmente llegó el día y, después de pasar 
trece años en prisión, Jeff fue liberado y 
ahora tiene 32 años de edad.

Jeff dice: “salir fue como un sueño, como si 
me hubiera quitado una tremenda roca de mi 
espalda. Al mismo tiempo, eso trajo nuevos 
retos; ya que la gente que ha estado encerrada 
por mucho tiempo tiene incertidumbre sobre 
qué podrá hacer. Me preguntaba sobre la 
posibilidad de encontrar un empleo y cómo 
me mantendría; pero a pesar que tuve la 
tentación de temer, sabía que Dios estaba 
conmigo y no me había traído tan lejos para 
abandonarme.”

Los familiares de Jeff le ayudaron con las 
necesidades básicas, proveyéndole un lugar 
donde vivir y un auto viejo pero en buenas 
condiciones, mientras comenzaba su propio 
negocio. Creó un sitio de red y empezó a 
tocar puertas para promocionar sus propios 
servicios de mecánica de autos. Al principio 
fue lento y muy difícil levantar su empresa, 
pero perseveró y eventualmente creció.

Al mismo tiempo, Jeff asistía a la iglesia y 
oraba pidiendo a Dios conocer una mujer 
centrada en Cristo con quien pudiera casarse 
y comenzar una familia. Poco tiempo después 
conoció a una maravillosa mujer llamada 
Barbara. En el 2011 contrajeron matrimonio 
y para el final de ese mismo año, Jeff 
era propietario de su propio auto y pudo 
comprarse una casa.  Jeff dice: “Esos fueron 
grandes logros para mí, nunca me hubiera 
imaginado que el Señor pudiera hacer tanto 
por mí en tan poco tiempo.”

El Señor continuó bendiciendo a  Jeff y 
Barbara con dos hijos quienes ahora tienen 
dos y tres años. 

Aunque Jeff tiene aún muchas cosas para 
balancear en su vida, mantiene ese deseo de 
ayudar a aquellos que andan por un sendero 
similar por el que el anduvo. Tiene varios 
amigos por correspondencia en el sistema 

No siempre Jeff pudo 

huir de la agresión de 

los prisioneros y en 

muchas ocasiones su 

vida fue amenazada...

penitenciario a los que ofrece esperanza y 
aliento.  Regularmente ayuda a los presos 
que son liberados de la cárcel y enfrentan 
el tremendo estrés de comenzar una nueva 
vida desde cero. Jeff los ayuda a conectarse 
con comunidades cristianas, asistencia de 
empleo y las necesidades básicas de la vida.

Jeff está especialmente apasionado por un 
ministerio llamado Kairos—nombre basado 
en la palabra griega que significa el tiempo 
oportuno para el éxito. Por medio de Kairos, 
Jeff ministra a los presos, les brinda apoyo 
a la familia de los prisioneros y da charlas 
a los reclusos jóvenes.  Además, algunas 
veces, le piden que comparta su historia  
con estudiantes. “Aprovecho cualquier 
oportunidad para ayudar a los jóvenes a 
entender cómo una mala decisión puede 
alterar el final de tu vida”, comenta Jeff, “del 
mismo modo que una buena decisión puede 
hacer un mundo de bien para ellos mismos y 

Jeff y Barbara
con sus dos hijos
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POR FE... una explicación bíblica 
de lo que tiene que hacer una 
persona para llegar al cielo y 

tener vida eterna:

“Me aferré a las escrituras y leía 
mucho los Salmos. Cuando la 

gente veía que yo verdaderamente 
estaba tratando de vivir aquello 

en lo que decía creer  es decir que 
estaba tratando de ser un verdadero 

cristiano, me respetaban más.”

otros. Me encanta compartir cómo Cristo transformó mi vida y animar a otros a confiar en él, 
antes de tocar fondo, como yo lo hice.”

Como una mayor evidencia del poder del Señor para transformar vidas, el “cabeza rapada” 
que Jeff conoció en prisión hace 19 años, recientemente se comunicó con él para decirle que 
se ha comprometido con el Señor y está viviendo una vida drásticamente diferente, mucho 
mejor—en parte debido al modelo de fe que vio en Jeff. Jeff da toda la gloria a Dios y agradece 
a los muchos voluntarios que oraron por él y le ayudaron en su caminar en fe mientras estuvo 
encarcelado.   

Aunque Jeff pasó más de una década de su vida en prisión, se aferró a Joel  2:25, una porción 
de la Escritura que promete que Dios restaurará los años gastados en rebelión y sufrimientos 
de la vida. Como muchos otros incontables pasajes, Jeff ha visto a Dios cumplir esa promesa y 
busca animar a todos los que están esperando una segunda oportunidad: Si confías en Dios y 
haces las cosas a Su manera y en Su tiempo, Él restaurará tu alma y tu vida, yo soy una prueba 
viviente de esto.”

  No podemos obtener la vida 
eterna y el cielo sin el perdón de 

Dios. (Romanos 3:23)

   
 

El perdón de Dios es obtenible y 
está disponible para todos.

   (Juan 3:16)

 
   Dios repudia el pecado y por 
lo tanto no permite la entrada 

del pecado en el cielo.
   (1 Juan 4:8b, Santiago 2:13 

Romanos 3:23)

Frenar significa detenerse.  No 
seguir adelante Detenerse ante 
algo: El pecado y uno mismo.

(Lucas 13:3,Romanos 10:9)

Vida eterna es lo que  
Dios ofrece.  

 (Juan 10:10b, Juan 14:3)

  
es por  

PERDON

P

  
es por 

OBTENIBLE

O

  
es por 

REPUDIA

R

  
es por 

FRENAR

F

  
es por  

ETERNA

E
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Klein High School senior Rachel Couch has 
always been a private, introverted person, 
but that didn’t stop her from making friends 
and excelling in school. As the youngest 
of six children, she greatly admired her 
oldest brother Taylor, a high-achiever who 
graduated magna cum laude from Klein 
High School, then in 2010, graduated cum 
laude from the University of Texas before 
earning his law degree at the University 
of George Washington. Inspired to make 
her brother proud, Rachel excelled on her 
school swim team and earned honor roll 
every reporting period—thanks to Taylor’s 
help at times with difficult assignments. 

Days before the start of her junior year, on 
August 17, 2014, Rachel’s world imploded 
when she learned that Taylor had died 
unexpectedly. He was only 26 years old.
Devastated, Rachel lost her motivation and 
zeal for life, no longer wanting or willing 
to be with friends, apply herself at school, 
or live out her faith in God. Her grades 
plummeted, and she retreated inside an 
emotional shell, angry at the world and its 
Creator. 

Rachel’s parents remained patient, praying 
and doing all they could for their daughter 
in the midst of suffering immense grief 
themselves. They arranged for Rachel to 
meet with a counselor and also a tutor, 
and although she hated the idea, she 
reluctantly complied. After some time, 
she had to admit it was helping—she was 
coping slightly better and her grades were 
improving. Still, her heart remained hard 
and far removed from others despite their 
efforts to lovingly comfort her.

One day, while thinking about her brother 
as she so often did, it occurred to her that 
Taylor would not want her to give up on 
life and abandon her faith, education and 
future. It was the start of a heart change for 
Rachel that steadily increased, particularly 
as her family and friends’ continued to rally 
around her. “My siblings loved me with 
such understanding,” Rachel says, “and 
my parents taught me invaluable lessons 
about grief, even when I didn’t appear to 
be listening. My friends from church and 
school would come see me and send me 

A student’s 
journey  
out of  
isolation…



Champion Forest Baptist Church Student Ministry Director Steven Morris shares some parenting tips

 
As parents, we can pray for the Lord 
to help us understand our kids, give us 
wisdom as to how to relate to them, and 
give us the compassion and patience we 
need. And since no one can get through 
to our kids and touch the deepest 
recesses of their hearts like God can, 
we can pray for our kids—that they will 
experience God’s wholeness and love.

We tend to want to see irritating or trying 
behaviors change overnight, but most 
people don’t heal, change or develop new 
life habits right away. It happens with 
time, as we pray and trust that the Holy 
Spirit is steadily working daily. 

notes even though I wasn’t reaching out 
to them. One friend placed unsigned cards 
and small gifts on my porch for months. I 
have no idea which friend it was.”

Rachel wrestled with her faith, but in 
time, began to experience God’s love 
pouring through to her in the thoughtful 
gestures of others. She also sought 
advice from Champion Forest Baptist 
Church Student Pastor Steven Morris who 
helped her reconcile some faith-related 
uncertainties. She began to reconnect 

with the Lord through prayer and also 
engage with others, especially after her 
parents prompted her to spend time with 
friends even though she didn’t think she 
was ready.

Looking back now, Rachel says, “I have 
gained a new understanding of the 
meaning of life and how precious our time 
is on earth to fulfil the plan God has for 
us. I have also learned that God has given 
me an arsenal of friends who love me, and 
He used them as an example of the kind 

of friend I should be. The Lord has shown 
me that I should extend his love to my 
immediate friends but also to everyone I 
encounter because we have no idea what 
people may be going through.”

Rachel will graduate in the spring of 2016, 
her grades even better now than before 
her brother’s passing, and she plans to 
attend a major university, carrying on 
Taylor’s legacy of aiming high, praying and 
working hard, and making the very most 
of today.

When your 
teenager 
withdrawals 
and isolates…

When young people are struggling with 
social pressures and isolation outside 
the home, it is all the more crucial that 
when at home, they experience love and 
support within our family unit. This means 
they feel safe confiding in us, being 
emotional in front of us, and have the 
assurance that they are loved by us, no 
matter what, unconditionally.  

As parents, we love our kids a ton, but 
there are also a ton of people who love 
our kids! Instead of trying to handle 
everything on our own, we should invite 
other caring people in—pastors, Life 
Group leaders, friends, etc. We can look 
for ways to include others and involve 
them in reaching out to our kids.  

PRAY...

BE PATIENT...

Provide a safe, 
loving family 
community... 

Involve others  
in the journey...
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Sam Lopez is active in the community, 
working to make the greater Houston area 
a better place. As of 2012, he had served 
in local law enforcement for four decades. 
That same year, while attending church one 
Sunday, Sam felt an inner conviction that 
he should invest time and willingly serve 
people groups beyond his city, focusing 
especially on their spiritual needs. 

It didn’t take long for the ideal opportunity 
to come along. 

An invitation was extended to Champion 
Forest Baptist Church (CFBC) members 
to travel on mission to Minden, Germany, 
to conduct baseball camps as a natural 
in-road to model and share the love of 
Christ. Sam knew right away he wanted 
to go, eager to inspire faith and life 

transformation through something as 
relatable as sports. What’s more, he 
wanted to take his whole family—wife 
Beth, daughters Erin and Jade, son-in-law 
Cory, and grandkids Rainer and Channing 
(pictured above).

Determined to surprise them, Sam took 
an extra job working 18-hour shifts as 
a sheriff’s deputy in order to afford the 
airfare, then on Christmas Day 2012, 
presented the mission trip as a gift. They 
all loved the idea! Sam’s wife Beth admits 
she wondered how useful she would be 
given her lack of athleticism, but she was 
thrilled at the opportunity to go and look 
for ways to serve.

In the summer of 2013, after a ten-hour 
flight and three-hour bus drive to the 

west side of Germany, Sam and his family 
arrived and went straight to work. Around 
one hundred young people showed up 
to play ball, and Sam and the rest of the 
CFBC volunteers were assigned to oversee 
various teams. Throughout the week, they 
conducted drills, taught fundamentals 
of the sport, and had tournament-style 
games. But there was much more taking 
place than met the eye. Sam explains:

In Germany, the coaches often stress 
winning at all costs and run intense, high-
pressure practices. It was different for the 
boys and girls to have coaches that inspire 
rather than ridicule. Not only did we help 
coach baseball skills, but we had team time 
every day where we presented characters 
from the Bible and explained how their 
dependence on God allowed them to 
overcome obstacles in their lives. As the 

CAREER Police Officer 
HEEDS UNIQUE 
OVERSEAS CALL...

Sam Lopez  
with family
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days passed, we witnessed the kids go 
from being negative and angry when they 
made mistakes or lost a game to staying 
positive and encouraging their teammates.  

Beth quickly discovered that her 
background in counseling was a huge 
asset. While others were training the 
kids, she was listening and giving advice 
to young people in need of guidance. By 
the conclusion of the week, as the gospel 
presentation was shared, dozens of young 
people and adult volunteers responded 
with a desire to receive Christ as their 
Savior—the ultimate life transformation.

Upon returning home, overjoyed by the 
experience, Sam was confronted with 
sudden bad news. He was diagnosed with 
bladder cancer. He immediately recalled 
the Bible lessons he’d taught in Germany—
how God can empower us to overcome 
giants in our lives. He now recognized how 

God, knowing what was coming, used that 
mission trip to help prepare him for this 
health battle.

In the months following, Sam’s health 
stabilized—so much so that he and his 
family returned to Germany the following 
summer, then again in 2015. They are 
committed to going every year if possible. 
They marvel at how something as basic as 
baseball can be used to soften hearts, stir 
faith, and change lives for eternity as long 
as Jesus is at the center of it all. 

“This service outlet allows us to have a 
family adventure,” Sam says, “where we 
experience God’s goodness and power. 
And I can personally attest to the fact that 
God doesn’t necessarily call the qualified 
but is well able to qualify the called.”

Sam and Beth
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WITH CHAMPION FOREST

BRAZIL

SOUTH ASIA

ROUND ROCK

KENYA

GALLUP, NEW MEXICO

MOZAMBIQUE

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

HAITI

GERMANY

EL PASO

LONG ISLAND

ALASKA

SOUTH ASIA

FIJI ISLANDS

CHILE

EL SALVADOR

NICARAGUA   

SINGAPORE/INDONESIA 

CUBA

JANUARY 4-12   

JANUARY 29 - FEBRUARY 8 

APRIL 8-10    

APRIL 26 - MAY 5   

JUNE 4-11    

JUNE 12-22    

JUNE 18-25    

JULY 4-8    

JULY 8-16    

JULY 9-16    

JULY 9-16    

JULY 15-25    

JULY 30 - AUGUST 8  

SEPTEMBER 1-11   

SEPTEMBER 11-20   

NOVEMBER 3-8   

NOVEMBER 4-9   

NOVEMBER 6-17   

NOVEMBER 7-14 

INQUIRIES:  281.885.6705

MISSION TRIPS 2016

At All Three CFBC Campuses*
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22

*AT THE CYPRESS CREEK CAMPUS

*AT THE CYPRESS CREEK CAMPUS

MISSION FAIR - 5:00 PM 

CELEBRATION DINNER - 6:00 PM 

MISSION DAY at Champion Forest Baptist 
Church is an exciting time when missionaries 
from all over the city, nation and world come 
and share encouraging updates and 
stories—eye witness accounts of how lives 
are being transformed through mission work. 
And you’re invited to join us!

MISSIONS DAY 2015

Features local, national, and international mission opportunities and 

a panel discussion about serving the various people groups right here

in our city.

Morning worship includes a spectacular parade of flags 

and a mission-themed message. 

During morning Life Group classes, missionaries lead 

discussions about hands-on ministry and the impact they 

are witnessing in their particular region.  

An evening celebration with international entertainment, excellent 

speakers, and multi-ethnic cuisine. Tickets are $10 each and must be 

purchased in advance; email Pam Dodson, pdodson@cfbc.org. 




