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Hello! Beverly and I want to thank you for picking up this 
edition of Current Magazine, a publication of Champion Forest 
Baptist Church! It’s yours to keep, or even better, to pass along 
to a friend. It’s an exciting story, and we just love to share it! 

We are a diverse and growing church known for helping all kinds of 
people make sense out of life through Christ-centered living. It’s an 
honor to share these authentic life stories with you of how God is 
at work in our church and community, bringing about extraordinary 
outcomes in the lives of everyday people, every day.  

With a new school year on the horizon, it’s that time of year when 
many of us prepare to settle into new schedules and routines. 
This is a great time to incorporate regular church attendance 
and worship into our weekly schedule if we have yet to do so. 
We welcome your family to experience the dynamic worship at 
Champion Forest Baptist Church, in one of our 15 exciting worship 
venues on three campuses! 
 
While we are a large faith community with many opportunities, 
Champion Forest becomes a small church as we connect with one 
another in Life Groups for every age. We call them Life Groups 
because the life of Champion Forest flows through the connections 
we make as we gather around God’s Word, pray for and support 
one another, and build authentic relationships.  

As you’ll see throughout this magazine, we are a mission-
minded church intent on making a difference in our community, 
country, and world—all for the cause of Christ! There are so many 
opportunities for you to get involved in the ministry of Champion 
Forest and to make a difference in your world. We invite you to join 
us on the remarkable journey of faith.
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PARENTING SOLO
BUT NOT ALONE
Michelle Li’s husband was only 33 years 
old when he passed away in September 
2008, having bravely battled cancer for 
seven years. In the aftermath, Michelle 
not only endured anguishing grief but 
also had no choice but to acclimate 
to life as a single mother. Her son 
Nathan was six years old at the time, 
and daughter Anna, just 22-months. 

Life as a solo parent proved challenging. 
Michelle explains, “There were logistical 
setbacks, like putting the kids to bed 
only to realize I needed to go to the 
store to buy diapers and couldn’t leave 
the kids. But the biggest dilemma 
was suddenly having to make all the 
decisions without my spouse. Everything 
from deciding which plumber to hire to 
choosing the best form of discipline for 
the kids was now solely my responsibility.” 

Michelle says that the love and support 
of her Champion Forest Baptist Church 
(CFBC) family—especially other moms—
has been a huge part of how God carried 
her through, eventually inspiring her to 
want to give back to other single parents. 

About a year ago, fellow church member 
Joyce Dunavant and a group of CFBC 
women whose children are grown 
expressed a desire to serve and extend 
love toward women in need. Prayerfully, 
Michelle and Joyce began reaching out to 

single moms in the church, establishing 
monthly gatherings. It didn’t take long to 
realize that participants were benefiting 
greatly from the encouragement and 
support. It also quickly became apparent 
that it’s not only single moms who need 
and desire this kind of community but 
single dads too, as well as military spouses 
and grandparents raising grandchildren.  

With this in mind, a new program is 
being offered called Parenting Solo. In 
addition to the seasoned women who 
avail themselves to single moms, there are 
seasoned fathers who are eager to extend 
support and build relationships with men 
who are parenting alone. According to 
Michelle, “The purpose of Parenting Solo 
is to provide encouragement, biblical 
wisdom, and connection for those parents 
who may, at times, question where to turn. 
We want single parents to know that Christ 
and the church care about them.”

Michelle went on to explain, “No matter 
what circumstances led us to our parenting 
situation, God loves us and wants to 
provide us with support and wisdom. He 
wants to see us strengthened through 
Christ and setting a Christ-like example 
for our kids so that our families are healthy 
and whole. That’s what Parenting Solo  
is about.”

Michelle Li with husband Xiao 
and their two children.

PARENTING SOLO MEETS ONCE A MONTH. 
Gatherings are from 5:00pm to 6:00pm at 

the Cypress Creek Campus, and activities are 

provided for children at no cost. Men meet in 

KB.100 and women in AE.115/118. For more 

information, contact Michelle Li, mli@cfbc.org  
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES:
August 9  &  September 13, 2015
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Q: You’ve worked in Tomball 
I.S.D. for eighteen years. How 
have your experiences prepared 
you for your new position? 

As a teacher for 12 years and a team content 
leader at Tomball High School (THS), I got 
to share ideas and collaborate with other 
teachers to design lessons to continuously 
improve instruction and create rigorous 
assessments. We were talking about 
“rigor” before it was a buzz word in Texas 

educational circles. We would  gather data 
through item analysis to plan interventions 
for students and adjust instruction to 
meet student needs, while also improving 
our pedagogy. These are all  facets of 
continuous improvement that will be a 
part of the new Oakcrest Intermediate 
campus. In addition, coaching swimming, 
diving, and water polo at THS allowed 
me to develop greater leadership skills as 
I worked with a large group of people—
athletes and parents—and experienced the 
rewards of rallying them around my vision 
for our team. Swimming has the longest 
competitive season of any high school 
sport, so keeping students focused from 
August through February, even during 
holidays, was always challenging. It went 
a long way to have cultivated a personal, 
trusting relationship with each member 
of the team. Praying together before 
and after meets and games was always a 
special blessing as a coach. 

Q: What motivated you to apply 
to be the principal at Oakcrest 
Intermediate, and how did you 
celebrate upon learning you got 
the job?

I’ve been in Tomball ISD my entire career 
and have no plans to leave. I always pray 

for opportunity, knowing that God is 
preparing me for His next opportunity 
and shaping me for how He will use 
me as a servant leader. I am thrilled by 
the excitement of opening up a new 
campus with a new staff and establishing 
a culture of high expectations and 
collaboration. To be able to do this as my 
first principal job is incredibly humbling.   
 
Upon being notified I was awarded the 
job, I felt  incredibly blessed because I 
knew there was stiff competition and the 
other candidates were friends of mine. The 
night before, my wife had a dream that I’d 
gotten the job, so she was thrilled when 
it turned out to be a reality. We didn’t do 
much to celebrate because that semester 
had been extremely busy for me as a 
doctoral student, so a night at home with 
my family was precisely what I wanted.  

Q: What do you consider to 
be among the most serious 
challenges facing Tomball I.S.D. 
middle school students, and how 
will you offer solutions?

As part of my doctoral studies, I have 
read about an unfortunate trend where 
elementary students tend to love school 
but then lose that affinity during the 

“I always 
pray for 

opportunity, 
knowing 

that God is 
preparing me 

for His next 
opportunity.”

NEWLY NAMED PRINCIPAL OF OAKCREST 
INTERMEDIATE, OPENING FALL 2015

with Tomball I.S.D. 
Principal Lee Wright

Q&A
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It is often the case in education that 
we focus too heavily on the academic 
successes and failures of each student 
when we should be more mindful to nurture 
the social and emotional development of 
each learner as well. When students feel 
positively connected to their campus, 
to their teachers, and to their peers and 
view their education as the best hope for 
their future, then the academic successes 
will occur. As the principal, an important 
part of my job will be to develop the talent 
of the already-talented teachers I have 
hired. Researchers have identified certain 
indicators that impact a child’s education, 
and quality instruction is a major one. An 
instructor who inspires students to think 
deeply about the content they are learning, 
nurtures their individual needs and growth 
as learners, and operates with integrity in 

all endeavors can be a significant force for 
positive change in the life of a child. 

Q: How can parents and 
members of the community rally 
around the Oakcrest faculty and 
students?

The parents that I have met so far have 
been overwhelmingly positive and truly 
excited to begin this journey with us at the 
new campus. I just want parents to know 
that the teachers work extremely hard to 

secondary school years. It is my desire that 
middle school will serve as a springboard 
into the secondary grades that fosters 
a love of learning by designing creative 
lessons that engage students’ natural 
sense of inquisitiveness and discovery. 
Another key aspect to middle school is 
advancing student literacy to better equip 
each individual as he or she moves into the 
secondary grades. Critical-thinking is more 
heavily utilized and assessed at secondary 
grades, and certainly in post-secondary 
opportunities (college or career). Knowing 
this, we will build literacy intervention and 
enrichment time into our daily schedule at 
Oakcrest. 

Q: Summarize your philosophy to 
providing students with a quality 
education.

“It is my desire that middle school will serve  
  as a springboard into the secondary grades  
  that  fosters a love of learning...”

Principal Lee Wright, wife  
Robin, children Andrew & Ava.
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provide quality instruction in a safe environment for each and 
every child that comes onto campus.  Parents must be engaged 
and inquire about what their child is learning and what questions 
their child is asking in class. When a child is picked up from 
school or the bus drops them off, parents should ask, “What did 
you learn today?” as opposed to “What did you do today?” Just 
as I want teachers to recognize, reinforce, and reward student 
successes, parents can do the same for teachers. Often, parents 
only communicate with teachers when a problem arises, but  
it doesn’t have to be that way. The teacher-parent partnership  
is essential.

Q:   How does being a father influence your role as 
an administrator?

I actually think about that often when making decisions;  
I consider what I would do if it were my own child in a particular 
class or program. Each and every student is somebody’s baby, 
and I am always respectful of that, even when the student has 
violated the code of conduct. When I pick my daughter up each 
day from school, she knows and expects that I’m going to ask 
many detailed questions about her day because her education  
is important to me. Sadly, not all students have adequate  
parental support. As a result, I have purchased clothing and  
alarm clocks, deposited money in lunch accounts, attended 
weddings, and even spoke at funerals because our role as 
educators is about building relationships and cannot be confined 
to the walls of the campus. 

Q:   What are you most looking forward to as the 
2015-2016 school year commences?

I’m very anxious for the new building to open. That said, there’s 
a lot of work between now and then. I have to fill a few more 
open positions, build a master schedule, order many instructional 
supplies, and plan relevant professional development for my staff, 
among other things. We will have a character education program 
on campus called Great Expectations that I am very excited 
about which will help us build a positive and nurturing culture 
on campus. But all the work and the programs mean nothing 
without the students—they are the most important ingredient 
that motivates us to collaborate with each other to continuously 
improve.  I don’t get a summer off this year because of all the work 
needed before we open Oakcrest, but it will all be worthwhile 
once the kids arrive. They bring a certain indescribable energy to 
the campus that makes it fun.

Oakcrest library rendering.

Oakcrest Intermediate facade rendering.

Oakcrest Intermediate library rendering.
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LIFE IN COLOMBIA
As a young man growing up in Cali, Colombia, 
Ramon Medina admired his father’s role as 
pastor of the church and appeared to be 
following in his footsteps. At 15 years old, 
Ramon began teaching Sunday school for 
children, and by age 18, he was preaching 
on occasion for the 800-member church. 
It was obvious the Lord had gifted Ramon 
as a Bible teacher and given him a heart 
for ministry, as affirmed by his father who 
would often say to him, “The Lord has 
called you, and if you respond and go into 
the ministry, it will be the best experience 
of your life.”

When faced with the decision to attend 
seminary or a university, however, Ramon 
elected to follow his entrepreneurial 
ambitions, graduating from the University 
of ICESI in 1988 with a degree in business. 
He continued serving and teaching in the 
church but began a career in the banking 
industry.

After marrying the love of his life, Nhora, 
in 1998, Ramon started his own finance 
company, which quickly took off. He and 
Nhora eventually attended seminary, but 
Ramon’s occupational focus remained on 
his business.  

In 2001, he and Nhora moved to Houston 
so Ramon could earn a Master’s degree in 
business from a Houston-area university. 
“I’d always done well in school,” Ramon 
explains, “so I figured I’d come to the U.S., 
learn the language in six to eight months, 
and then get started on my Masters.” 
But all did not go as planned. 

UPROOTING TO THE UNITED STATES
As much as Ramon applied himself to 
learning English, he was taken aback by 
how difficult it was. He came to realize that 

PASTOR RAMON 
MEDINA’S JOURNEY
to America  
and Ministry 

his inability to effectively speak and write 
English would make it nearly impossible 
for him to pass his college classes, so he 
elected not to enroll in graduate school. 
Meanwhile, he’d sold the majority of his 
stake in his company back home and 
therefore needed a new career plan. 

Ramon recalls the uncertainty of his life’s 
direction: “I couldn’t go back to Colombia 
because I’d sold off my company and it could 
no longer financially sustain me, plus there 
was great unrest there at the time. And 
staying in America was a challenge because 
my strongest ability—communication—
was seriously limited by my broken English. 
I asked God to show me what to do because 
I didn’t know what the next step was.”

Ramon’s prayers were answered when 
he saw an ad that Houston I.S.D. was in 
need of Spanish-speaking teachers. He 

was hired right away, and Nhora found 
a teaching job as well, in Alief I.S.D. Both 
were granted work visas, and both loved 
their new positions. 

Ramon worked at an elementary school 
and became highly proactive in the 
district’s Title III program for financially-
disadvantaged students. In addition to 
teaching Spanish to second graders, Ramon 
began assisting immigrant and under-
privileged families, soon procuring grants 
and launching community programs aimed 
at aiding parents and students in need. 

When friends and colleagues back in 
Colombia heard that Ramon had gone from 
running a highly profitable business to 
teaching school children, they questioned 
his judgment. But Ramon was confident 
he was exactly where the Lord wanted 
him. During his five years working with 
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“My parents were right,” Pastor Ramon says.  
“Serving in ministry has been the best experience ever!”

H.I.S.D., he gained invaluable insight as to 
how to relate to various Latin American 
people groups. “The culture in Colombia is 
different from that of Mexico, El Salvador, 
and Guatemala—to name a few,” Ramon 
explains. “I came to understand what I 
could and couldn’t say when addressing 
one family to the next and how to respect 
each culture’s values. Looking back, it’s 
obvious God was training me for my next 
important assignment.”

EMBRACING GOD’S UNFORESEEN PLAN
Throughout their time as school teachers, 
Ramon and Nhora served and taught in the 
Spanish worship community at Houston’s 
First Baptist Church. Then in 2005—
three short months after Ramon and 
Nhora received permanent U.S. residency 
cards—Pastor Lopez from Champion 
Forest Church (CFBC) asked Ramon if he 
would like to begin preaching at the CFBC 
Spanish service; Pastor Lopez was looking 
to retire. Ramon eagerly agreed and began 
ministering on Sundays to the 60-member 
congregation.

Attendance began to grow in the following 
months, and Ramon was thoroughly 
fulfilled in his ministry role, yet longed 
to see greater diversity among the CFBC 
Hispanic worship community. “We were 

only reaching a certain demographic of 
Hispanic families,” Ramon says, “and my 
heart was to reach all.”

When Pastor David Fleming was named 
Senior Pastor in 2007, he shared his heart 
for ministry with Ramon, explaining that he 
longed to see church membership reflect 
the racial diversity of our community, which 
greatly resonated with Ramon! In addition, 
Pastor David explained his desire for a 
greater sense of unity among the Spanish 
and English worship communities—they 
were to be one church in two languages. 

CELEBRATING TODAY, 
ANTICIPATING TOMORROW
Eight years into full time ministry, the vision 
of a united, diverse church has been steadily 
coming to pass. Today, around 2,200 adults, 
students, and children attend the 10:55am 
Sunday Spanish worship services at CFBC, 
representing a wide array of backgrounds, 
cultures, and demographics. There are also 
worship venues for Portuguese-speaking 
people as well as the deaf and hard of 
hearing, both of which originated from the 
Spanish Ministry. 

In addition to the focus on diversity and 
reaching all kinds of people with the love of 
Christ, Pastor Ramon says he places a lot 

of emphasis on helping families to thrive, 
equipping men and women in the areas of 
marriage and parenting. “Our heart is to 
provide families with practical tools to help 
them bless their kids and family,” Pastor 
Ramon says. “We’re very intentional about 
that.”

Pastor Ramon and Nhora have two boys—
Daniel (9) and Mateo (5)—both came as 
blessings in the midst of fertility challenges. 
After 47 years of serving as the Pastor 
of First Baptist Church Colombia, Pastor 
Ramon’s parents moved to Houston and 
attend and serve at CFBC; Ramon Sr. helps 
teach those who are new to the Christian 
faith and his wife Amparo provides 
counseling through the pastoral ministry. 

“My parents were right,” Pastor Ramon 
says. “Serving in ministry has been the best 
experience ever!”
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VIDA EN COLOMBIA
Desde muy niño Ramón Medina recuerda 
estar en la iglesia, involucrado siempre en las 
diferentes actividades, clases, programas y 
campamentos. Nació en Cali – Colombia y 
creció admirando el papel de su padre como 
pastor de la Primera Iglesia Bautista en esta 
ciudad.  Cuando tenía 15 años, comenzó a 
enseñar la escuela dominical para niños y, a 
los 18 años, predicó por primera vez en su 
iglesia ante alrededor de 800 personas. Era 
obvio que el Señor le había dado a Ramón el 
don de la enseñanza bíblica y le había dado 
un corazón de ministro, como lo afirman 
sus padres quienes a menudo le decían: 
“El Señor te ha llamado y si respondes 
y te dedicas al ministerio, será la mejor 
experiencia de tu vida”. 

Sin embargo, cuando tuvo que tomar 
la decisión de ir al Seminario o a la 
universidad, Ramón decidió seguir sus 
ambiciones empresariales, graduándose en 
la Universidad ICESI, en 1988, con un título 
en administración de empresas. A pesar 
que continuó sirviendo y enseñando en la 
iglesia, comenzó una carrera en la industria 
bancaria.  

En 1996, Ramón comenzó su propia 
compañía de servicios financieros, la cual 
despegó rápidamente. En 1998, contrajo 
matrimonio con Nhora y, tanto él como ella 
comenzaron sus estudios en el Seminario, 
aunque los pensamientos de Ramón 
seguían más enfocados hacia su negocio en 
el campo financiero.  

En el 2001, él y Nhora se movieron a 
Houston con el fin de que Ramón obtuviera 
su título de Maestría en Administración 
de Empresas de una universidad del área 
de Houston. “A mí siempre me había ido 
bien con mis estudios”, explica Ramón, “así 
que pensé que aquí en Estados Unidos me 

PASTOR RAMÓN MEDINA
Una nueva tierra,  
una asignación  
divina

tomaría de seis a ocho meses aprender 
el idioma para luego empezar con mi 
Maestría”.

Pero no todo salió como estaba previsto.

UNA REALIDAD DIFERENTE  
EN UNA NUEVA TIERRA
Por más que Ramón se dedicó a aprender 
inglés, se sorprendió por lo difícil que le 
resultaba y se dio cuenta que su capacidad 
para hablar el idioma efectivamente le haría 
casi imposible pasar sus clases de maestría; 
de modo que decidió no matricularse en la 
universidad. Mientras tanto, había vendido 
la mayoría de sus acciones en la compañía 
que tenía en su país y estaba buscando el 
siguiente paso que Dios tenia para él. 

Ramón recuerda la incertidumbre sobre 
la dirección que tomaría su vida: “Se 
había cerrado un ciclo en Colombia y el 
quedarme en Estados Unidos era un reto 
por las dificultades que había encontrado. 
Fueron momentos duros, donde lo único 
que me sostuvo fue la seguridad de que el 

Señor estaba conmigo. En innumerables 
ocasiones llegaba a mi mente 1 Pedro 5:7 
donde el Señor me decía: ‘Echa toda vuestra 
ansiedad sobre mi porque Yo tengo cuidado 
de ti’. Estas palabras de Dios para mi vida 
siempre me llenaron de esperanza.” 
   
Ramón y Nhora vieron contestadas sus 
oraciones cuando el Señor les abrió las 
puertas para trabajar en los programas 
bilingües con los Distritos Escolares de 
Houston. A través de esta oportunidad 
Ramón no solo trabajó como maestro, 
sino que se involucró en los programas 
que ayudaban a las familias inmigrantes, 
convirtiéndose en un vínculo entre los 
padres de la comunidad y la escuela.

Ramón estaba seguro de encontrarse 
exactamente donde el Señor lo quería. 
Durante los cinco años que trabajó con 
HISD, tuvo experiencias invaluables 
que le enseñaron a relacionarse con 
hispanoamericanos de diferentes países. 
Ramón explica que “La cultura colombiana 
es diferente de la mexicana, salvadoreña 

en Español
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PASTOR RAMÓN MEDINA

Al final, el pastor Ramón comenta: “Mis padres tenían razón,  
¡servir al Señor ha sido la mejor experiencia de mi vida!”

y/o guatemalteca, por mencionar algunas. 
Llegué a entender lo que era o no aceptado 
cuando entablaba conversaciones con 
una u otra familia y aprendí a respetar los 
valores de cada cultura. Miro hacia atrás y 
es obvio que Dios me estaba preparando 
para mi próxima asignación.”

ABRAZANDO EL PLAN DE DIOS
Desde su llegada a Houston, Ramón y Nhora 
participaron como miembros activos en una 
iglesia hispana al noreste de la ciudad y en 
el centro de misiones de Houston’s First 
Baptist Church. En el 2006 la misión hispana 
que se congregaba en Champion Forest 
Baptist Church (CFBC), liderada hasta ese 
momento por el pastor Alberto López, invitó 
a Ramón para ser su pastor. Ramón aceptó 
con entusiasmo y así comenzó a ministrar 
a una congregación con un promedio de 60 
personas asistiendo cada domingo.

En el 2007, cuando el pastor David 
Flemming fue nombrado pastor principal 
de CFBC, compartió su corazón ministerial 
con Ramón, explicándole que anhelaba ver 
que Champion Forest reflejara la diversidad 
racial de nuestra comunidad, lo cual hizo 
eco en Ramón. CFBC abrazó a la comunidad 
hispana y empezó en ese momento a ser 
una sola iglesia en dos lenguas.

CELEBRANDO HOY,  
ANTICIPÁNDOSE AL MAÑANA
En ocho años de ministerio a tiempo 
completo, la visión de una iglesia 
diversa unida se ha estado cumpliendo 
continuamente. Hoy, cerca de 2,200  
personas, incluyendo adultos, jóvenes 
y niños, que representan una amplia 
gama de culturas, costumbres y grupos 
demográficos asisten a los servicios de 
adoración en español, los domingos a 
las 10:55 a.m. Además, hay servicios de 
adoración en portugués, y para personas 
sordas y/o con limitaciones auditivas, los 
cuales surgieron del ministerio en español.

Además de enfocarse en la diversidad y 
en alcanzar a todo tipo de personas con 
el amor de Cristo, el pastor Ramón hace 
mucho énfasis en ser una comunidad 
cristiana que bendice la familia. Ramón 
dice: “Nuestro corazón  está en alcanzar 
más personas para Cristo y proveer a las 
familias con herramientas prácticas que les 
permitan encontrar el propósito que Dios 
tiene para cada una de ellas.”

A través de su caminar Ramón ha visto 
claramente lo que la Palabra de Dios enseña 
en Proverbios 3:5-6 “Confía en el Señor de 
todo corazón, y no en tu propia inteligencia. 

Reconócelo en todos tus caminos, y él 
allanará tus sendas.”

El pastor Ramón y Nhora tienen dos niños, 
Daniel (9 años) y Mateo (5 años). Los padres 
de Ramón también se movieron para 
Houston, después de 47 años sirviendo 
como pastores de la Primera Iglesia 
Bautista de Cali. Ahora ellos asisten y 
sirven en CFBC. Su papá, Ramón Sr., ayuda 
enseñando a los nuevos creyentes y su 
madre, Amparo, participa en la enseñanza 
y brinda consejería a través del ministerio 
pastoral.

Al final, el pastor Ramón comenta: “Mis 
padres tenían razón, ¡servir al Señor ha sido 
la mejor experiencia de mi vida!”
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As a child, I struggled with inattentiveness 
and hyperactivity, which seriously hindered 
my academic performance and behavior 
at school and at home. Now, as a father of 
four, I recognize the importance of my role 
as a parent in helping my children learn to 
focus and excel academically. Furthermore, 
while our childrens’ distractedness can stir 
frustration in us, it’s imperative that we 
maintain the right attitude and do our part 
at home to help nurture their developing 
attention span. 

HOW CAN I HELP
MY ACTIVE CHILD
Stay Focused In School?

By

Eduardo Salazar

Counseling Pastor,  

Champion Forest Baptist Church

Here are some parenting tips along those lines…

1
Be intentional at home to take 

breaks from highly-stimulating 

entertainment such as TV and 

video games to engage in 

fun activities with your child 

that require focus, such as 

reading, drawing, doing a 

puzzle, singing, or playing an 

instrument.
2

While we don’t want to fall 

into the trap of doing our kids’ 

homework assignments for 

them, we should be willing 

to sit with them and assist, 

especially when they are 

struggling to stay focused or 

master an assignment.
3

Keep communication open 

with your child’s teachers, and 

express your appreciation 

for them with kind notes and 

teacher gifts on holidays. Ask 

to be made aware of your 

child’s level of focus from one 

day or week to the next. 

Pastor Eduardo Salazar  
and family.
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HOW CAN I HELP
MY ACTIVE CHILD

The Bible teaches that we are our 
children’s primary faith trainers, and this 
responsibility includes their education. 
Furthermore, while our child’s school and 
church can augment what we’re doing at 
home, ultimately parents, “the buck stops 
here,” with us. 

It’s reassuring to know that the Bible is full 
of wisdom and promises from which we can 
glean and that the Lord is eager to equip 
us as we seek His help in our parenting 
journey. 

13In response to our kids’ misbehavior and lack of focus, there’s a 

tendency to get angry and perhaps vent our frustration, but this 

stands to anger and wound our children. Ephesians 4:6 warns against 

provoking our children to wrath; with this in mind, let’s ask the Lord to 

help us respond with grace and patience.   

6
In cases of children labeled 

as having above average 

amounts of energy, be sure 

they understand that this 

doesn’t mean something is 

wrong with them or they need 

to be fixed. They simply have 

to work harder at calming and 

focusing, and that’s okay.

8
For two-parent households, 

try a tag-team approach 

where Mom helps with the 

schoolwork subjects that she 

most likes while Dad assists 

with the subjects he prefers. 

10
Resist the convenience of 

sugary cereals and breakfast 

treats, which can cause 

children to be hyper, and 

instead, provide nutritious, 

protein-rich meals before 

school. Keep this in mind for 

school lunches as well.

5
When it comes to homework, 

we should adopt Snow 

White’s philosophy and 

“whistle while we work,” 

approaching schoolwork with 

an enthusiastic attitude so that 

our kids are inclined to do the 

same. 

7Be consistent with school night 

bedtimes, and allow enough 

hours for adequate rest.

12
Discuss with your child how 

his or her energy is a gift and 

is not something to feel guilty 

about; together, brainstorm 

the benefits. (e.g. You can play 

for a long time without getting 

tired. Your energy is ideal for 

athletics.) Discuss the gift and 

benefits of a focused mind as 

well.

4
When possible, avoid putting 

off homework assignments 

until just before bedtime, 

when you and your child are 

exhausted and most likely 

grumpy.

9When addressing our 

children’s lack of focus, let’s 

remember the KFC rule: be 

kind, firm, and consistent.   

11
Provide your child with 

frequent outlets to be 

carefree and exert energy 

in environments where it’s 

suitable, then look for ways to 

celebrate his or her energetic 

activity. (e.g. Great job 

running so fast!)
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Edhiel had become so weak and feverish  

that he went to the emergency room, 

suspecting he may have a seasonal virus 

—the flu, perhaps.

THREE 
WEEKS  
TO LIVE

In 2013, 30-year-old Edhiel Villalobos was 
keeping a fast-paced schedule working 
as a Houston-area property manager 
and volunteering regularly at his church, 
Champion Forest Baptist. He was earning 
good money, enjoying his friends and 
social life, and well on his way to achieving 
his life ambitions and goals. 

In October, he began feeling lethargic 
but thought little of it until around 
Thanksgiving, when his symptoms 
persisted. A blood test revealed that Edhiel 
was anemic, and having prescribed some 
supplements, his doctor confidently sent 
him on his way. A month later, however, 
on December 17, Edhiel had become so 
weak and feverish that he went to the 
emergency room, suspecting he may have 
a seasonal virus—the flu, perhaps.

After a series of tests including blood work 
and an ultrasound, Edhiel was told he 
needed to be admitted to the hospital right 
away, yet no clear explanation was offered 
in terms of a diagnosis. The following day, 
he was examined by multiple specialists, 
including an oncologist, at which point 
Edhiel suspected his illness may be far 
more serious than he’d anticipated. 
Sure enough, on December 21, a doctor 
informed Edhiel that he had cancer. 

“How bad is it,” Edhiel asked at the time. 
The doctor said he didn’t know, but 
according to Edhiel, “I could tell from his 
expression that he was very worried. I 
think he just didn’t want to scare me.”

As if engulfed in a whirlwind, Edhiel was 
then confronted with the news that a 
certain cluster of cancer cells was so 
potent and dangerous that it had to be 
removed immediately—the following day. 
Edhiel signed the daunting consent forms 
on the spot, agreeing to the surgery. That 
night, members of his family and church 
came to the hospital to comfort him and 
pray with him as he tried to come to grips 
with his shocking circumstances.

The surgery went well, but Edhiel’s battle 
with cancer was far from over. Four days 
later, on Christmas Day, Edhiel’s biopsy 
results were in. “You have a malignant 
tumor in your gut,” the doctor said. “It’s 
not likely you’ll survive this.” 

“How long do I have?” Edhiel asked. “Three 
weeks. Maybe six,” the doctor said. 
  
The oncologist went on to say that 
chemotherapy could perhaps prolong 
his life for a few weeks, maybe months, 
depending on how he responded to the 

Surviving Against  
All Odds

Feature Story
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“When you are lying in 
bed with multiple IVs, 
surrounded by all kinds of 
monitors, aware that your 
body is deteriorating, you 
are all too aware of how 
helpless you truly are.

treatments, but it would be difficult to 
endure. He was told to think about it 
overnight and declare his decision the 
following morning. 

Edhiel recalls the life-altering reality check 
he experienced alone in his hospital room 
that Christmas Day: “When you are lying 
in bed with multiple IVs, surrounded by all 
kinds of monitors, aware that your body 
is deteriorating, you are all too aware 
of how helpless you truly are. I had to 
decide, would I trust in my own strength 
or place my trust in the Almighty God? I 
said to the Lord, ‘I know you are in control, 
even if I don’t feel it. You’re the King of 
the universe. You’re going to take care of 
this.’”
 
That evening, Edhiel’s father and church 
family came to pray for him, assuring 
him they had peace about the situation. 
“I knew that whatever happened,” Edhiel 
explains, “I’d be alright. If I survived, it 
would mean God restored me. If I died, it 
would mean I’d be in Heaven, completely 
whole. It was a win-win. This is the hope 
we have as Christians.”

Nonetheless, that night, Edhiel had yet 
to make up his mind about forgoing or 
beginning chemotherapy. As he prayerfully 
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“The nurses were 
surprised at how 
well I did,” he says. 
“I think God blessed 
me so that I was well 
enough to share my 
faith with the nurses 
and other patients.”

considered both options, a nurse he’d 
never seen before entered his room. While 
carefully tending to him, she made a bold 
declaration: “You’re not going to die. Start 
thinking about your future. You’re going to 
go to church, hangout with your friends, 
go to the movies. When the doctor comes 
in the morning, I recommend you sign the 
papers to begin chemotherapy because 
this is not the end of your life.” 

Oddly, Edhiel never saw that nurse again. 
What’s more, her words of encouragement 
proved to be life-changing, giving Edhiel 
the guidance and courage he needed to 
move forward with chemo treatments. “I 
signed all the paperwork with confidence,” 
he explains. “It was like entering a 
competition that you know in advance 
you’re going to win.”

Even though Edhiel’s lungs and blood were 
too weak for the potent chemotherapy, 
and death was a strong risk factor, doctors 
moved forward in a desperate attempt 
to prolong his life, beginning chemo on 
December 30.  “By mid-January,” Edhiel 
explains, “I started losing my hair, my 
bones ached, and I’d lost a tremendous 
amount of weight. I also had such limited 
strength that just opening a bottled 
water or taking a few steps would leave 
me breathless. But I chose not to feel 
sorry for myself or get mad at God. I just 
prayed again and again, ‘May Your name 
be glorified through this, Lord.’”

Edhiel’s periodic chemo treatments lasted 
through March. “I will never forget my last 

day of chemo,” he says. “It was March 21, 
the first official day of spring, which in my 
mind, signified a new life season for me”.

Doctors were amazed at how well the 
chemo worked on Edhiel and celebrated 
the fact that his tumor had shrunk 
so that it was now operable. Still, he 
was so sick that that surgery had to  
be done immediately in hopes of saving 
his life. 

On May 9, 2014, Edhiel had the procedure.  
Whereas it was presumed to be a six-hour 
surgery, Edhiel was in the operating room 
for more than 12 hours. Doctors explained 
to his concerned family that something of 
a phenomenon had occurred. The tumor 
had been totally obstructing certain 
essential veins, and in response, Edhiel’s 
body had grown new veins! 

Edhiel’s initial recovery was traumatic; he 
awoke hours before the anesthesiologist 
anticipated and suffered the disturbing 
sensation of being on a breathing machine, 
as well as having it removed. Nonetheless, 
he was eventually smiling, despite being 
extremely weak, and spreading joy to 
loved ones who came to see him, as well 
as to the medical personnel. 

It was quite a while before Edhiel could 
properly digest food, and there were 
multiple setbacks that required more 
procedures. But as the weeks gave way to 
months, Edhiel steadily recovered. Today, 
he is a strong and healthy young man, 
totally cancer free! 

Looking back on his physical battle, Edhiel 
says it was the love and prayers of his 
family and fellow church members—and 
the unfathomable grace of God—that 
sustained his life. “God took care of every 
detail in every situation,” he says.

The financial implications of Edhiel’s 
sickness were staggering. For example, 
a certain immune-boosting medicine 
he was required to take was $4,700 an 
injection—and he needed four of them. 
But the Lord provided through insurance 
and benevolent programs, all the while 
blessing Edhiel and his family so that  
they were able to pay the ongoing  
flood of bills.

Speaking of Edhiel’s family, he marvels 
at how the stress and seriousness of his 
circumstances actually served to draw his 
family closer—a work of the Holy Spirit, he 
insists.

Edhiel also saw God’s grace at work during 
his chemo treatments; he suffered mild 
side effects compared to many others. 
“The nurses were surprised at how well I 
did,” he says. “I think God blessed me so 
that I was well enough to share my faith 
with the nurses and other patients.”

Today Edhiel is once again volunteering at 
his church, serving at the Champion Forest 
Baptist Conroe Campus in the Spanish 
worship community. He’s also working, 
and although admittedly earning less than 
before his illness, the pursuit of wealth is 
low on his priority list. “Most of us spend 
our lives planning for the future,” he says, 
“but the future I planned has changed, 
so I live day-by-day. My hope is not in 
the future but in what I have been given 
today. I’ve learned to be content with what 
I have.”

Oddly, Edhiel never 
saw that nurse 
again. What’s 
more, her words 
of encouragement 
proved to be life-
changing…
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Edhiel says his relationship with God is the central focus of his 
life. “If I stay connected to the Source of everything, which is 
God, I will reach my destiny.” What’s more, he says if he had 
to go through his battle with cancer all over again, he would—
“because I have no fear now. I know that God is with me, and 
nothing is impossible for Him.”

When asked what words of wisdom he has to share now that he 
has experienced victory over a terminal diagnosis, Edhiel was 
quick to respond:

Just as the Apostle Paul and Silas began singing songs of 
praise during the midnight hour of their imprisonment, when 
we’re in life’s valley, we can sing the most beautiful songs to 
God and pray the most beautiful prayers. This is because when 
we’re suffering, we approach God with sincerity. Our theology 

changes. We realize that God is more than a Supreme Being in 
the heavens; He’s my God, here with me. Just as children see 
their parents not for who they are as professionals or members 
of the community but as mommy and daddy, we serve an 
intimate God who welcomes us into His arms, whether we’re 
suffering or celebrating. And because of Christ’s resurrection, 
we can be sure that even in death, God will lift us up to be with 
Him!

Edhiel says he has a much better understanding now of 
Philippians 1:21, To live is Christ and to die is gain. “I am confident 
that the future will be amazing, no matter what’s coming.”
 

“Most of us spend our lives planning for the future,”  
he says, “but the future I planned has changed,  

so I live day-by-day. My hope is not in the future  
but in what I have been given today.” 

Today Edhiel is once 
again volunteering 
at his church, 
serving at the 
Champion Forest 
Baptist Conroe 
Campus in the 
Spanish worship 
community.
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Edhiel estaba tan débil y con tanta  

fiebre que fue a la sala de emergencia,  

sospechando que pudiera tener algún  

virus estacional, quizás gripe.

TRES  
SEMANAS 
DE VIDA

En el 2003, Edhiel Villalobos de 30 años 
de edad estaba llevando un ritmo de 
vida muy acelerado, trabajando como 
administrador de propiedades en el área 
de Houston y sirviendo de voluntario en su 
iglesia,  Champion Forest Baptist; estaba 
ganando buen dinero, disfrutando sus 
amigos y su vida social y en la dirección 
para alcanzar las metas y ambiciones que 
se había trazado.  

En octubre, comenzó a sentirse letárgico 
pero no le dio mucha importancia hasta 
cerca de Acción de Gracias, cuando los 
síntomas todavía persistían. Un examen 
de sangre mostró que Edhiel estaba 
anémico y, habiéndole recetado algunos 
suplementos, su médico confiado lo 
mandó a casa. Sin embargo, luego de 
un mes, en diciembre, Edhiel estaba tan 
débil y con tanta fiebre que fue a la sala 
de emergencia, sospechando que pudiera 
tener algún virus estacional, quizás gripe. 

Después de una serie de exámenes, 
incluyendo pruebas sanguíneas y un  
ultrasonido, le dijeron a Edhiel que  
necesitaba  se hospitalizado  inmediatamente, 
aunque no le dieron ninguna explicación 
clara sobre su diagnóstico. Al día siguiente, 
lo examinaron varios especialistas, entre 
ellos un oncólogo; a este punto ya Edhiel 

sospechaba que su enfermedad podía ser 
mucho más seria de lo que él esperaba. 
Ciertamente, el 21 de diciembre, un médico 
le informó a Edhiel que tenía cáncer. 

En ese momento Edhiel preguntó: “¿Qué 
tan malo es?” El doctor le respondió que 
no lo sabía; pero según Edhiel: “Podía 
decir por su expresión que estaba muy 
preocupado y pensé que él simplemente 
no quería asustarme.”

Entonces, como si estuviera en un torbellino, 
Edhiel fue confrontado con la noticia que 
un cierto grupo de células de cáncer era 
tan potente y peligroso que tenían que ser 
sacadas inmediatamente, al día siguiente. 
En el acto, Edhiel firmó los desalentadores 
formularios de consentimiento, aceptando 
ser sometido a la cirugía. Esa noche, tanto 
miembros de su familia como de la iglesia 
fueron al hospital para consolarlo y orar 
con él mientras trataba de luchar a brazo 
partido con sus espantosas circunstancias.

La operación salió bien; pero la batalla 
de Edhiel contra el cáncer estaba lejos de 
terminarse. Cuatro días después, el día 
de navidad, recibió los resultados de la 
biopsia. El doctor le dijo: “tienes un tumor 
maligno en el intestino; no hay nadie que 
pueda sobrevivir esto.” 

Sobrevivir contra todas  
las probabilidades

Articulo Principal

en Español
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“Cuando estás acostado 
en la cama con múltiples  
tubos, rodeado por toda clase 
de monitores, consciente 
de que tu cuerpo se está 
deteriorando, eres demasiado 
consciente de cuán inútil 
verdaderamente eres.”

Edhiel preguntó: “¿Cuánto tiempo tengo?” 
y el doctor le dijo “tres semanas, quizás 
seis.”
El oncólogo le dijo que quizás la 
quimioterapia podía ayudar a prolongar 
su vida unas cuentas semanas, de pronto 
hasta meses, dependiendo de cómo 
respondiera a los tratamientos; pero sería 
algo difícil de resistir. Le dijeron que lo 
pensara en la noche y les diera su decisión 
a la mañana siguiente.

Edhiel recuerda esa realidad cambiadora 
de vida que él experimentó sólo en su 
cuarto de hospital aquel día de navidad: 
“cuando estás acostado en la cama con 
múltiples tubos, rodeado por toda clase 
de monitores, consciente de que tu cuerpo 
se está deteriorando, eres demasiado 
consciente de cuán inútil verdaderamente 
eres. Tenía que decidir si confiaba en mis 
propias fuerzas o ponía mi confianza en 
el Dios Todopoderoso. Le dije al Señor: 
‘Sé que tú estás en control, aunque yo no 
lo sienta. Eres el Rey del universo y vas a 
tomar cuidado de esto’”.

Aquella noche, el papá de Edhiel y la 
familia de la iglesia vinieron a orar por él, 
asegurándole que se sentían en paz sobre 
la situación. Edhiel explica: “yo sabía que 
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“LAS ENFERMERAS 

ESTABAN SORPRENDIDAS 

DE VER LO BIEN QUE 

RESPONDÍ, CREO QUE  

DIOS ME BENDIJO TANTO 

PARA PERMITIRME 

COMPARTIR MI FE  

CON LAS ENFERMERAS  

Y OTROS PACIENTES.”

pasara lo que pasara, yo iba a estar bien. Si 
sobrevivía, significaría que Dios me había 
restaurado y si moría, me iría al cielo; es 
decir, era una situación de ganar o ganar 
y esta es la esperanza que tenemos los 
cristianos”.  

Sin embargo, aquella noche Edhiel todavía 
debía tomar una decisión acerca de 
rechazar o comenzar la quimioterapia. 
Mientras el tomaba en consideración la 
situación, en oración, entró a su habitación 
una enfermera a la que nunca había 
visto antes, quien mientras lo atendía 
cuidadosamente le dijo: “No te vas a morir, 
comienza a pensar en tu futuro, vas a ir a la 
iglesia, a pasar tiempo con tus amigos e ir 
al cine; así que cuando el doctor venga en 
la mañana, te recomiendo que firmes los 
papeles para comenzar la quimioterapia 
porque este no es el final de tu vida”.

Curiosamente, Edhiel nunca volvió a 
ver a la enfermera; pero sus palabras de 
aliento demostraron ser transformadoras 
para su vida al darle a Edhiel la dirección 
y el valor que necesitaba para iniciar los 
tratamientos de quimioterapia. Él explica: 
“Firmé la documentación con confianza, 
fue como entrar en una competencia en 
la que ya sabes de antemano que vas a 
ganar”.
 
Aunque la sangre y los pulmones de Edhiel 
estaban muy débiles para la potente 
quimioterapia y había alto riesgo de 
muerte; el 30 de diciembre, en un intento 
desesperado por prolongar su vida, los 
doctores procedieron a iniciar la quimio. 

Edhiel explica que: “A mediados de enero,  
comencé a perder cabello, me dolían los 
huesos y perdí muchísimo peso. Además, 
tenía tan poca fuerza que aún abrir una 
botella de agua o dar unos cuantos pasos 
me dejaba sin aliento. Sin embargo, decidí 
no auto compadecerme ni enojarme con 
Dios; solamente oraba una y otra vez: 
“Señor, que tu nombre sea glorificado por 
medio de esto’”.

Los tratamientos periódicos de 
quimioterapia duraron hasta marzo. 
Dice: “Nunca olvidaré mi último día de 
quimio, fue el 21 de marzo, el día en que 
oficialmente empieza la primavera, el 
cual en mi mente también significaba una 
nueva estación de vida para mí”.
Los doctores estaban sorprendidos de lo 
bien que la quimioterapia había funcionado 
para Edhiel y celebraron el hecho de que 
el tumor se había reducido al punto que 
ahora era operable; sin embargo, él estaba 
tan enfermo que dicha operación tenía que 
hacerse inmediatamente con la esperanza 
de salvar su vida.

El 9 de mayo del 2014, Edhiel fue sometido 
a la cirugía y aunque se esperaba que 
fuera una intervención de seis horas, 
Edhiel estuvo en la sala de cirugía por 
más de 12 horas. Los doctores explicaron 
a sus preocupados familiares que había 
ocurrido un extraño fenómeno, el tumor  
había estado obstruyendo completamente 
algunas venas esenciales y, como 
consecuencia, ¡el cuerpo de Edhiel había 
desarrollado nuevas venas!

La recuperación inicial de Edhiel fue 
traumática, se despertó antes de lo 
esperado por el anestesiólogo y tuvo 
la inquietante sensación de estar en un 
respirador y también que se lo quitaran. 
No obstante,  a pesar de estar muy débil, 
eventualmente sonreía y contagiaba de 
su gozo tanto a sus seres queridos que lo 
visitaban como al personal médico.

Pasaría mucho tiempo antes que 
Edhiel pudiera digerir los alimentos 
adecuadamente y tuvo muchos retrocesos 
que requirieron tratamientos adicionales; 
pero a medida que las semanas se 
convirtieron en meses, Edhiel se recuperó 
progresivamente y hoy es un joven fuerte y 
saludable, ¡completamente libre de cáncer!  

Mirando atrás toda esta batalla física, 
Edhiel dice que fue el amor y las oraciones 
de su familia y de sus amigos de la iglesia 
y la inmensurable gracia de Dios lo que 
le mantuvieron con vida. Dice: “Dios se 
encargó de cada detalle en cada situación”. 
 
Las implicaciones financieras de la 
enfermedad de Edhiel fueron asombrosas. 
Por ejemplo, un medicamento estimulante 
del sistema inmune que tenía que tomar 
costaba  $4,700 por inyección — y el 
tenía que aplicarse cuatro. Sin embargo, 
el Señor proveyó por medio del seguro 
y programas de benevolencia los cuales 
bendijeron a Edhiel y su familia  de modo 
que ellos pudieron pagar el continuo flujo 
de cuentas. 

A propósito de la familia de Edhiel, él 
se maravilla de ver cómo el estrés y la 
seriedad de las circunstancias realmente 
contribuyeron a unir más a su familia—una 
obra del Espíritu Santo, como él insiste en 
llamarlo.

Además, Edhiel vio la gracia de Dios 
obrando durante sus tratamientos de 

Curiosamente, 
Edhiel nunca 
volvió a ver a la 
enfermera; pero sus 
palabras de aliento 
demostraron ser 
transformadoras…
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quimioterapia; ya que tuvo sólo efectos colaterales mínimos 
en comparación con otras personas. Él dice: “las enfermeras 
estaban sorprendidas de ver lo bien que respondí, creo que 
Dios me bendijo tanto para permitirme compartir mi fe con las 
enfermeras y otros pacientes.”

Hoy, Edhiel de nuevo está sirviendo de voluntario en su iglesia, 
colaborando con la comunidad hispana en las instalaciones 
de Champion Forest Conroe. Además, está trabajando y, 
aunque admite que gana menos de lo que ganaba antes de su 
enfermedad, la búsqueda de riqueza es lo último en su lista de 
prioridades.  Él dice: “la mayoría de nosotros gastamos nuestra 
vida planeando el futuro; pero el futuro que yo había planeado 
cambió, así que ahora vivo un día a la vez; mi esperanza no 
está en el futuro sino en lo que me ha sido dado hoy, aprendí a 
contentarme con lo que tengo”.

Edhiel dice que su relación con Dios es la mayor prioridad de 
su vida; “Si permanezco conectado a la Fuente de todo, que es 
Dios, alcanzaré mi destino”. Es más, el dice que si tuviera que 
volver a pasar por esta batalla con el cáncer de nuevo, lo haría—

“Porque ahora no tengo temor, sé que Dios está conmigo y nada 
es imposible para Él”. Cuando se le preguntó qué palabras sabias 
compartiría ahora que ha experimentado la victoria sobre un 
diagnóstico terminal, Edhiel respondió rápidamente:

Del mismo modo que el apóstol Pablo y Silas comenzaron a 
entonar cantos de alabanza durante la medianoche en la prisión; 
cuando estamos en los valles de la vida, podemos cantarle las 
canciones más hermosas a Dios y presentarle las oraciones más 
hermosas porque cuando sufrimos nos acercamos a Dios con 
sinceridad, nuestra teología cambia. Nos damos cuenta que Dios 
es más que un ser Supremo en el cielo; él es MI Dios que está 
aquí conmigo. Del mismo modo que un niño ve a sus padres 
no por lo que son como profesionales o como miembros de 
la comunidad sino como mami y papi, nosotros servimos a un 
Dios íntimo que nos recibe en sus brazos bien sea que estemos 
sufriendo o celebrando.

Edhiel dice que ahora entiende mejor Filipenses 1:21: Vivir es 
Cristo y morir es ganancia. “Estoy seguro que el futuro será 
sorprendente, sin importar lo que venga.”

Hoy, Edhiel 
de nuevo está 
sirviendo de 
voluntario en su 
iglesia, colaborando 
con la comunidad 
hispana en las 
instalaciones de 
Champion Forest 
Conroe.

“Mi esperanza no está en el futuro sino en lo que me ha 
sido dado hoy, aprendí a contentarme con lo que tengo.” 
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Throughout his childhood, Gary Kemp 
witnessed his parents rely on prayer 
and faith in God to meet their daily 
needs as they devoted their lives to 
ministry, frequently traveling and 
serving throughout the country. Little 
did Gary know, his own faith would be 
put to the ultimate test on a battlefield 
far from home.

In 1965, Gary was twenty years 
old, married, and had been drafted 
into the military. He was deployed 
to Vietnam where he served as a 
combat medic. On November 4, Gary 
was sent into an intense warzone 
where our U.S. soldiers were greatly 
outnumbered. Surrounded by rapid 
gunfire and casualties, Gary went 
to work, assisting the injured, all the 
while trusting God to keep him calm 
and help him do his job. 

He recalls the first injured solider he 
assisted that day: “He’d been shot in 
the hip. He asked me how bad he’d 
been hurt, and I assured him that he’d 
be resting in a hospital soon, eating 
great food, enjoying some time off. 
I’d always prayed that God help me to 
be encouraging and comforting while 
treating the wounded.”

Soon he heard a man hollering in the 
distance for a medic and he charged 
in the soldier’s direction, running 
and dropping as he’d been trained 

“Something inside of me rose up so that I had the strength and drive to pull up  
onto one arm. Then in my heart I heard, ‘Gary, you’re not going to die.’”

to do. He arrived at a large clearing 
and knew that in crossing, he’d be 
exposed, but he was determined to 
help his fallen comrade. Dodging an 
incoming grenade and crossfire, Gary 
made a run for it. 

All of the sudden he was flat on 
his back, ears ringing with a numb 
sensation throughout his body. It took 
several seconds to realize he’d been 
shot. Observing his right leg lying in 
an unnatural position, he discovered 
he’d been wounded in the femur, 
leaving him no choice but to lie there 
and be still. 

Hours passed, and despite the pain, 
Gary tried not to move. He was 
confident he would likely survive his 
injuries but wondered what would 
happen to him if our troops lost the 
fight. Lying there in an open “hot 
spot,” the sound of artillery rounds 

and the opposing army scurrying 
through the trees was terrifying. Gary 
chose to focus his thoughts on God, 
thanking Him he was still alive and 

asking for strength to endure. 

At one point, the noise and commotion 
stopped, and Gary assumed the 
fighting was over. Hoping to be 

PRAYERS 
FROM THE 
BATTLEFIELD:
A War Hero’s  
Remarkable Account

Gary & Sharon
2015
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rescued, he called out to his platoon 
sergeant, but as the words left 
his mouth, gunfire resumed and 
Gary was shot again, this time in 
the gut. Convinced he would soon 
die, he questioned why God would 
allow him to suffer a second bullet. 
Nonetheless, with an anguished heart 
he prayed what he presumed to be 
his last prayer. Although scarcely 
able to speak and unable to swallow, 
he asked God to comfort his wife and 
parents. Then he released his head 
back, succumbing to death.

Minutes later, Gary sensed a divine 
intervention: “Something inside of 
me rose up so that I had the strength 
and drive to pull up onto one arm. 
Then in my heart I heard, ‘Gary, you’re 
not going to die.’ I recognized it as 
God—His Holy Spirit—speaking to 
me and said to myself, ‘I’m gonna 
be alright.’ I lay back again as the 
fighting continued, this time with an 
inner assurance that I would live.”

As sunset drew near, all eventually 
became still and quiet. To his relief, 
Gary was finally rescued and carried 
away on a stretcher to a field hospital. 

Fifty-two US soldiers were injured 
or killed in that mission; just six 
escaped unharmed. Gary’s injuries 
were serious and included a 

fractured pelvis, punctured bladder, 
and major damage to his lower 
intestines. And yet, much to the 
surprise of his doctors, he survived.  
“I still remember what the surgeon 
said when I woke from surgery,” 
Gary recalls. “He said that God had 
protected me and that I was extremely 
fortunate to be alive. I wholeheartedly 
agreed.”

After more than a year in the hospital 
and multiple surgeries, Gary made a 
full recovery. Upon returning home, he 
was nominated for the Silver Star and 
received the Bronze Star with valor 
device and two Purple Heart medals. 
When commended for his bravery, he 
is quick to give God all the glory. 

 “I always believed that God was there 
and had His hand on me,” Gary says. 
“I felt it. I knew it. Under any and all 
circumstances, God can and will take 
care of us.”
 
Champion Forest Baptist Church 
salutes Gary and the many service 
men and women who have sacrificed 
on behalf of our nation and continue 
to do so today. 

Dodging an incoming grenade and crossfire, 
Gary made a run for it. All of the sudden he 
was flat on his back, ears ringing with a numb 
sensation throughout his body. It took several 
seconds to realize he’d been shot.
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Dios para satisfacer sus necesidades 
diarias mientras ellos dedicaban su 
vida al ministerio, frecuentemente 
viajando y sirviendo por todo el país. 
Gary no sabía que su propia fe seria 
sometida a la prueba máxima en un 
campo de batalla lejos de casa.
En 1965, Gary tenía veinte años de 
edad, estaba casado y había sido 
reclutado por el ejército. Él fue enviado 
a Vietnam, donde se desempeñó como 
médico de combate. El 4 de noviembre, 
Gary fue enviado a un intenso campo 
de guerra donde nuestros soldados 
estadounidenses eran ostensiblemente 
superados en número. Rodeado por 
los rápidos disparos y las bajas, Gary 
fue a trabajar, ayudando a los heridos, 
confiando en que Dios lo mantendría 
seguro y le ayudaría a hacer su trabajo.

Recuerda el primer soldado herido 
al que ayudó aquel día: “Le habían 
disparado en la cadera, me preguntó 
qué tan mal se veía su herida y 
le aseguré que pronto estaría 
descansando en un hospital, comiendo 
buena comida y disfrutando de tiempo 
libre. Yo siempre oraba para que Dios 
me ayudara a dar aliento y animo 
mientras atendía a los heridos”.

Muy pronto, escuchó a un hombre que 

a distancia pedía un médico a gritos y 
él se dirigió hacia el soldado, corriendo 
y soltando todo, como lo habían 
entrenado. Llegó a un gran claro y al 
cruzarlo supo que estaría expuesto; 

“Surgió algo dentro de mí que me dio la fuerza y  me hizo levantarme  
sobre un brazo. Luego, en mi corazón oí: ‘Gary, no vas a morir.’”

pero estaba decidido a ayudar a su 
compañero caído, así que, esquivando 
una granada y el fuego cruzado, Gary 
hizo corrió hacia él.

De repente, él estaba de estirado boca 
arriba con un zumbido en sus oídos 
y una sensación de adormecimiento 
en todo su cuerpo. Pasaron varios 
segundos antes que se diera cuenta 
que le habían disparado. Al observar 
que su pierna derecha estaba tendida 
en una posición poco natural, descubrió 
que había sido herido en el fémur, sin 
más remedio que tenderse en el piso y 
quedarse quieto. 

Pasaron las horas y a pesar del dolor, 
Gary trató de no moverse. Estaba 
confiado en que probablemente 
sobreviviría a sus heridas, pero se 
preguntó qué sería de él si nuestras 
tropas perdieron la batalla. Tendido en 
un abierto “punto caliente”, el sonido 

de los proyectiles de artillería y el 
ejército enemigo corriendo entre los 
árboles le resultaban aterradores. Gary 
decidió enfocar sus pensamientos en 
Dios, agradeciéndole que aún estaba 

vivo y pidiéndole fortaleza para 
soportar lo que enfrentaba. 

De un momento a otro, el ruido y la 
conmoción pararon y Gary supuso 

ORACIONES 
DESDE EL 
CAMPO DE 
BATALLA: 
Un Sorprendente Relato  
de un Héroe de Guerra

Gary & Sharon
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que la batalla había terminado. Con 
la esperanza de ser rescatado, llamó 
a su sargento de pelotón, pero al 
tiempo que las palabras salían de su 
boca, los disparos reanudaron y a 
Gary le dispararon nuevamente, esta 
vez en el intestino. Convencido de 
que pronto moriría, se preguntaba 
por qué Dios permitiría que sufriera 
con una segunda bala. No obstante, 
con el corazón angustiado, hizo la que 
suponía era su última oración. Aunque 
apenas si podía hablar e incapaz de 
tragar, le pidió a Dios que consolara a 
su esposa y a sus padres y luego dejó 
caer su cabeza esperando morir. 

Sin embargo, minutos después, Gary 
experimentó una intervención divina: 
“Surgió algo dentro de mí que me 
dio la fuerza y  me hizo levantarme 
sobre un brazo. Luego, en mi corazón 
oí: ‘Gary, no vas a morir.’ Lo reconocí 
como Dios –Su Santo Espíritu--  y me 
dije: ‘Yo voy a estar bien.’ Debido a que 
continuaba el combate, me recosté de 
nuevo, pero ahora tenía la certeza de 
que iba a vivir.”

Eventualmente, con el ocaso, todo se 
calmó y quedó en silencio. Finalmente 
Gary fue rescatado y llevado en una 
camilla a un hospital de campaña.
Cincuenta y dos soldados 
estadounidenses resultaron heridos 
o muertos en esa misión; sólo seis 

salieron ilesos. Las lesiones de Gary 
fueron graves, incluyendo una fractura 
de pelvis, una perforación en la vejiga 
y daños graves en sus intestinos; 
sin embargo y para sorpresa de los 
médicos, él sobrevivió.

Gary recuerda: “Todavía me acuerdo 
las palabras del cirujano cuando me 
desperté de la cirugía. Él dijo que 
Dios me había protegido y que yo era 
muy afortunado. Estoy totalmente de 
acuerdo”.

Después de más de un año en del 
hospital y de múltiples cirugías, Gary se 
recuperó completamente. Al regresar 
a casa, fue nominado a la Estrella de 
Plata y recibió la Estrella de Bronce 
con distintivo de honor al valor y dos 
medallas de Purple Heart. Cuando es 
elogiado por su valentía, rápidamente 
le da toda la gloria a Dios.

“Siempre creí que Dios estuvo allí y 
puso su mano sobre mí”, dice Gary. 
“Lo sentí, lo supe, bajo cualquier 
circunstancia, Dios puede y va a cuidar 
de nosotros”.

En nombre de Champion Forest Baptist 
Church, saludamos a Gary y a todos los 
hombres y mujeres en servicio militar 
que se han sacrificado por nuestra 
nación y continúan haciéndolo.

De repente, él estaba de estirado boca arriba 
con un zumbido en sus oídos y una sensación 
de adormecimiento en todo su cuerpo. Pasaron 
varios segundos antes que se diera cuenta que 
le habían disparado. 
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FACE-TO-FACE WITH A 
SPONSORED CHILD . . .
In 2012, Spencer and Meagan Littlejohn 
jumped at the opportunity to provide 
monthly sponsorship for a young 
Haitian child through the ministry 
of New Missions. In partnership with 
Champion Forest Baptist Church 
(CFBC), New Missions provides 
impoverished children with medical 
care, meals, and education in a Christ-
centered, nurturing environment. 

In the months following, Spencer and 
Meagan enjoyed receiving updates 
and occasional pictures of their 
sponsored child—an adorable five-
year-old boy named Dielifette Saint-
Fort. Upon learning that the CFBC 
Missions Ministry was planning to take 
a CFBC team to New Missions in Haiti, 
Spencer and Meagan were eager to 
go, thrilled at the notion of meeting 
Dielifette in person. So two years into 
their sponsorship—in July 2014—the 
couple packed for Haiti and took their 
first mission trip together. 

While traveling from the airport to the 
New Missions facilities, they witnessed 
the extreme poverty many Haitians 
endure. In the midst of a society filled 
with oppression and Voodoo, New 
Missions provides a refuge of hope, 
provision, and love.

While there, Spencer and Meagan led 
Vacation Bible School, played soccer 
with local children, and led them in 
making a craft that emphasized that 
Jesus loves the whole world. They 
were able to visit a CFBC-sponsored 
school in the mountains and enjoy 

Spencer and Meagan explain:
God is using New Missions in Haiti in amazing ways.  
We learned that in the 30 years they’ve been there, 

they have established 27 schools and churches in 
villages across Haiti. We got to meet four graduates 

of the New Missions schools who are now serving on 
staff at New Missions. It was amazing  

to see how the commitment of New Missions to the  
Haitian people over the years has resulted in a  

harvest of workers. They employ about 500 Haitians  
who work as teachers, administrators, and pastors  

among their own people. It was great to see  
how they spread the Gospel throughout the region.
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Having been to New Missions,  
Spencer and Meagan say:
There are still many children in need of 
sponsorship, and the support makes all the 
difference in their lives. The Gospel is continually 
shared with the children, and they receive physical 
nutrition and an education, empowering them to 
become contributing, Christ-loving members of 
their society. And from the graduates we got to 
meet, they are contributing a great deal!

Long Island   July 11-18
Seattle    July 25- August 1
Fiji Islands    September 3-13
Chile     September 11-20
El Salvador   October 3-7
Nicaragua    October 8-14
Indonesia    October 18-28

FALL 2015 CFBC 
MISSION TRIPS:

the heartwarming sound of Haitian 
children singing their own songs of 
praise to God. 

The highlight of their trip, however, 
was getting to meet Dielifette! In their 
own words: “It was so great to actually 
see him in person. He was about to 
turn seven, so we brought him some 
birthday gifts. He really loved the 
soccer ball we gave him, and we had 
a lot of fun kicking it around with him. 
The best part was actually getting to 
give him a hug and tell him that we 
love him and are praying for him.”

CFBC will continue to support New 
Missions, including sending mission 
teams to serve on location in Haiti. For 
information about how you can get 
involved, contact the CFBC Missions 
Department, missions@cfbc.org!

The children loved making their 
craft and learning that Jesus  
loves the whole world. 
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Jesus loves 
you. Do you 

love Him?

A STUDENT’S BOLD 
STEP OF FAITH
IN THE CLASSROOM

When Klein I.S.D. freshman Polito 
Davila returned to school following 
Spring Break 2015, he and his 
classmates were assigned a world 
geography project that did not 
initially sit well with him. “We were 
told to each create our own religion,” 
Polito recalls. “Then we’d be given ten 
minutes to present our concept to the 
class.” 

Polito felt a strong conviction that in 
brainstorming a make-believe god and 
belief system, he’d be dishonoring the 
true and living God he so passionately 
serves—the God of the Bible—and 
undermining the concept of religion 
as a whole. As he prepared to tell 
his teacher that he was unable to 
complete the assignment, an exciting 
idea came to him: What if I use this 
opportunity to share my sincere 
spiritual beliefs?

Polito ran the idea by his teacher, and 
she agreed to his request, providing 
he did two things: rename his religion 
and refrain from preaching as a 

means to convert his classmates, both 
of which would help guard against 
offending his religiously-diverse 
classmates. Polito agreed, then set out 
to put together the best presentation 
possible. 

Having attended two semesters 
of FAITH Evangelism Training at 
Champion Forest Baptist Church 
(CFBC), Polito decided to use the 
FAITH outline as a means to explain 
his religious views, determining he 
would conclude his presentation with 
his own authentic story of how he 
came to believe.

While the idea of boldly sharing 
his religious views in front of his 
classmates admittedly made Polito 
nervous, he thankfully already had 
experience with public speaking. As 
a member of a school club for future 
medical professionals as well as a club 
for business-minded students, Polito 
had competed in multiple speech 
competitions and done extremely 
well, advancing to nationals. Still, this 

presentation would prove his most 
intense yet.

In preparation, Polito constructed 
an elaborate PowerPoint slideshow 
featuring catchy animation—a 
strategy to help keep his classmates’ 
attention. He also asked his church 
family for prayer, and students and 
adults alike rallied around him, 
expressing their support and offering 
words of encouragement.

Finally the day came for Polito to 
present. He’d requested to go last 
so as not to be followed by a light-
hearted presentation, which could 
undermine the mood and impact 
of his speech. Upon entering the 
classroom, his teacher pulled him 
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aside, reminding him to inform—not 
preach—to the students, or she’d have 
no choice but to cut him off. “I felt 
uneasy at that point,” Polito explains, 
“but at the same time, I was eager to 
say what I had to say.”

One by one, freshmen students made 
their presentations, and the more 
they spoke, the more frustrated Polito 
became. “They based their religions on 
celebrities, random objects—whatever 
came to mind—and everyone cracked 
up about it. I started to get furious. It 
seemed like we could just make up a 
god or make anything a god.” 

By the time it was Polito’s turn, 
his aggravation had served a good 
purpose; he was bubbling over with 
boldness and more than ready to take 
the floor. If they can say whatever 
they want, he thought to himself, 
then I can preach. He respectfully 
told his teacher, “If you get any heat 
for what I’m about to say, I’ll take full 
responsibility.” It was clear she didn’t 
want him to get in trouble, but Polito 
was neither worried nor concerned 
with the potential consequences. 

As his presentation commenced, he 
utilized the FAITH acronym to convey 
a biblical belief system, having named 
his religion “Faith Evangelism.” He 
asked the key question: “In your 
opinion, what does it take to get into 
Heaven and have eternal life?” He 
then proceeded to describe common 
responses—“Just be good. Love 
people. Don’t steal, murder, or cheat.” 
He went on to explain that in “Faith 
Evangelism,” we don’t earn salvation 
but instead, look to Christ’s sacrifice 
on the cross for our sins. 

“At this point,” Polito recalls, “it was 

obvious that some students were 
really listening and others had tuned 
me out, but I’d already figured that 
would happen. There are always 
those who turn away from Christianity 
and others who are open, or at least 
curious. I told myself if I was able  
to reach even one person, it was  
worth it.”

By the time Polito transitioned to his 
personal account of receiving Christ 
as his savior, he says he could sense 
the presence of the Holy Spirit as well 
as the power of prayer offered on his 
behalf. He shared with his classmates 
how, before knowing the Lord, he 
searched for purpose, love, and 
acceptance in friends, extracurricular 
success, dating—all the common ways 
young people tend to seek fulfillment. 
“But once I came to know Christ about 
a year ago, all of that changed,” he 
said. “God’s love is so great that I’m 
no longer searching for contentment. 
His Word and His love are forever in 
my heart, and it’s overwhelming.”

As Polito referenced his final slide, 
he challenged his classmates with 
a question that each would have to 
answer internally with a yes or no. 
Maybe wouldn’t cut it. 

Jesus loves you. Do you 
love Him?

Absolute silence permeated the room. 
Then Polito made a final statement: “If 
you have questions, want to discuss 
something, or want prayer, come talk 
to me.” And with that, he sat down, all 
the while fighting back an unexpected 
flood of emotion. 

A fellow church member seated 
nearby congratulated Polito on a 

job well done, then minutes later, a 
young lady seated directly in front of 
Polito turned to face him. She too had 
something to say. “I’ve been attending 
church for a long time, but I’ve never 
answered that question. Today, I 
finally said yes. I want to accept Jesus 
into my life if I can.”

Polito assured her that of course she 
could!  Right there on the spot, as 
their teacher passed out papers and 
their classmates looked on, Polito led 
the young lady in prayer. In the weeks 
following, she and Polito continued to 
talk. He describes their interactions: 
“She comes to me daily and tells me 
she feels so much better and that she 
has that sense of purpose I spoke 
about. She had religious activity but 
never had a relationship with Jesus, 
and it’s made all the difference.”
Polito admits it’s a daily battle to 
resist going with the flow of typical 
teen behavior—however un-Christ-
like at times—and he does not have 
all the answers. He finds it helpful to 
bring his friends to church so that the 
Student Ministry staff can respond to 
their many faith-related questions. 

In looking back on the experience 
of presenting his beliefs to his 
classmates, Polito encourages all 
young people who know the Lord to 
pray for boldness and be ready when 
the Lord provides an opportunity to 
take a stand for Him. 

“Everybody is known for something,” 
Polito says, “and we all have an image 
and reputation. When your name 
or my name comes up, people have 
something to say. And if we’re not 
known for being a Christian, what are 
we known for? My friends sometimes 
stop their conversations around me 
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because they know I’m religious, but 
instead of looking at that as a bad 
thing, I take it as a positive. They know 
what I stand for, and God is protecting 
me from things I shouldn’t hear about, 
anyway. So go ahead and label me a 
Christian. I welcome that.”

a biblical explanation of what it takes to 

get to heaven and have eternal life: 

FAITH...
  

is for  
FORGIVENESSF

  
is for  

AVAILABLEA
  

is for  
IMPOSSIBLEI

  
is for  
TURNT

  
is for  

HEAVENH

We all have sinned and need God’s forgiveness  
(Romans 3:23)

God’s forgiveness is available to all, but not automatic 
(John 3:16)

According to the Bible, it is impossible to get to heaven 
on our own (Ephesians 2:18)

To be saved, we must repent, which is to turn to Jesus 
Christ and go a different life direction  
(Luke 13:3, Romans 10:9-10)

When we place our faith in Christ, we can be sure we will 
go to heaven and have eternal life with God (John 14:3) 

PRAYER MINISTRY
How can the CFBC prayer team pray for you? 

Submit prayer requests online for yourself or on another’s behalf at ipray.championforest.org.

Requests can be made anonymously and are kept confidential. 

POLITO DAVILA
and the 9th grade class at CFBC
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FAMILY LIFE 
SPORTS AND  
FITNESS CENTER
(FLC)
The Family Life Center is a cutting-edge sports and fitness facility where 

families can learn, play, and get in shape in a fun, positive environment. 

Located at Champion Forest Baptist Church Cypress Creek Campus, the 

FLC offers ongoing leagues, classes, and fitness challenges. Membership 

is open to the community, and all are welcome to come take a tour!

Amenities include: 

• State-of-the-Art Weight Room

• Circuit Training Equipment

• 1/8-Mile Indoor Jogging Track

• Elliptical Trainers

• Stair Steppers

• Recumbent and Stationary Bikes

• Childcare (9:00am-noon, Monday-Thursday)

• Cardio Theater

• Locker Rooms and Towel Service

• Table Games (Ping-Pong, Pool)

• Two Full-Sized Wood-Floor 

Basketball Courts 

• Two Racquetball Courts

• Aerobics and Fitness Classes

• Personal Trainers

• Nutrition and Wellness Classes

All Star Sports and Games
July 20 – 23  •  9:00am – noon

Dodgeball Camp
July 20 – 23  •  12:30pm – 3:30pm

Basketball Camp
August 3-6  •  9:00am – noon

Dodgeball Camp
August 3-6  •  12:30pm – 3:30pm

Fifth and Sixth Grade Girls Fall 
Volleyball League
Registration begins in July 

Upward Basketball & Cheerleading 
(K-Sixth Grade)
Registration begins in August 

Boot Camp
July 13-24 • 5:30-6:30am  
July 27-August 7 • 6:30-7:30pm

The Daniel Plan Study
Wednesdays, September 16 thru 
October 28  • 6:30-8:00pm

Triumph Summer Sports Camps 

FALL LEAGUES

ADULT COURSES

INFO: atomberlin@cfbc.org




