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Hello, and thank you for taking an interest  
in Champion Forest Baptist Church!

This is an exciting place known for helping all kinds of people make 
sense out of life through Christ-centered living. We are a diverse and 
growing church, intent on reflecting our community in order to reach 
our city for Christ. We are committed to dynamic, Christ-centered 
worship and the teaching of God’s Word each and every Sunday.  
And now God has enabled us to grow as one church in three locations 
and in four languages. 
 
While we are a large church with many options and opportunities, 
Champion Forest becomes a small church as we connect with one 
another in Life Groups for every age and stage of life. We call them 
Life Groups because the life of Champion Forest flows through the 
connections we make as we gather around God’s Word, take time to 
pray and support one another, and build authentic relationships that 
enrich our lives and strengthen our walk with Christ.   
 
Finally, we are a church on mission and engaged in ministry, making 
a difference in our world for Jesus Christ. I hope you enjoy this new 
publication that tells the story of God’s activity in and through our 
church, out in the community, and all around the world. The people of 
Champion Forest are not content to sit back and wait for others or to 
watch others do the work of ministry. We are a “going and doing” kind 
of church, and we invite you to join us along the way.  
 
With You in His Certain Victory!

A Marriage 
Saved
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In anticipation of Hawkins’ soon-coming 
appearance, he participated in a little  
“Q and A”...

Scroll through Tim Hawkins’ lengthy 
online listing of upcoming tour 
dates and locations, and one thing 

is clear: this guy’s comedy act is in 
high demand. Champion Forest Baptist 
Church is honored to host Hawkins in 
January. While the side-splitting laughter 
will benefit the soul, event proceeds 
will benefit New Missions, a charitable 
organization that serves underprivileged 
children and families in Haiti. 

 Q&A
Performing at Champion Forest Baptist 
Church on Sunday, January 25 

WITH COMEDIAN  
TIM HAWKINS

“I learned that the Church is the people of God, put here to 
encourage one another. God wants you well.”

Q: Being a comedian is all fun and games, 
right?  What’s it like doing a stand-up for 
a living?

A: Being a comedian is very rewarding 
if you do the work it demands. Making a 
living at it takes extreme dedication to 
detail and a desire to constantly improve. 
More importantly, it takes a team of 
talented and motivated people at your 
side to reach your audience. It’s not about 
being a big deal. It’s about being enough 
of a deal so you can do your deal.

Q: “Faith and funny don’t mix,” some 
would say. How do you pull it off?

A:  I first started as a person of faith who 
wanted to be funny. But very quickly the 
ego wants to step in and take credit for 

the joy and the laughs which are God’s in 
the first place. If you can surrender all of it 
back to God, that’s when faith and funny 
mix, and the result is much more than 
laughter. It’s Love.

Q: We understand that your wife is 
winning the battle against breast cancer—
any advice for families facing similar 
circumstances?

A: Heather is doing fantastic—five years 
with a clean bill of health. My advice to those 
dealing with cancer is to get educated. 
Know your options. Ask the questions. 
Also, don’t let your identity come from this 
dreadful thing. Some friends and family 
will be unsure how to treat you or what 
gifts to give you. Do your best to surround 
yourself with positive people. I learned 

that the Church is the people of God put 
here to encourage one another. God wants 
you well. One more thing, Heather used a 
product called Ambrotose; it’s a natural 
aloe supplement that drastically reduced 
the effects of chemotherapy.

Q: The holidays are upon us.  Any holiday 
traditions in the Hawkins household?

A: The last few years, we’ve made it a 
tradition to go to a Colorado ski resort 
with as many people as we can take. 
Amazing and fun. Lots of laughter. I take 
it easy, though. Skiing freaks me out a little 
because, believe it or not, you can get hurt 
doing it. I don’t need to be breaking any 
bones. I’m not nearly as funny on stage in 
a full body cast.

See Tim Hawkins live! Sunday, January 25, 6:00pm, at Champion Forest Baptist Church  
Purchase tickets through the tour listing at www.timhawkins.com
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TWELVE 
WAYS
to keep kids mindful  
of Christ at Christmas
Brought to you by the Kids Ministry team 
at Champion Forest Baptist Church

Buñuelos Colombian Christmas  
Cheese Fritters

A Latin American 
Christmas Tradition

• Provide a child-friendly nativity set kids can touch, rearrange, and 
play with. Discuss each person of the Bible the figurines represent. 

• Pick an Advent book to read together every night as you count 
down the days until Christmas. 

• Keep worshipful Christmas carols playing in your home. 

• Make Christmas cookies for a neighbor along with a card that 
spreads the Good News of Christ’s coming. 

• Drive around to look at Christmas lights and discuss how Jesus is 
the Light of the world. 

• Attend Christmas ADVENTure as a family at Champion Forest 
Baptist Church (see page 3). 

• Save spare change and dollars in a jar, then donate the funds to 
a mission effort. Use this as an opportunity to stress that, just as 
Jesus came to the world to give of Himself, we’re to give to others. 

• Wrap a gift in birthday-themed paper, and write Jesus’ name on 
the tag. Explain how Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s birth 
and discuss what “gifts” He most wants from us (our devotion, 
obedience, etc.) 

• Purchase a Christmas jigsaw puzzle depicting a biblical theme, and 
put it on a table where you can work on it together throughout the 
holidays. 

• Look up and discuss the names of everyone in your household, 
then talk about the meaning of the name Jesus (to save). Read 
Matthew 1:20-21 where an angel appears to Joseph in a dream and 
tells him the baby Mary is carrying is to be named Jesus. 

• Turn the lights off and light the fireplace or a candle, then spend 
quality time snuggling and talking as a family. Pray together. 

• Attend a Christmas Eve worship service (see page 3).

In Colombia, the Christmas season always begins on December 
7 with la noche del alumbrado, or Day of Candles. People light 
candles outside their houses and by parks, public landmarks, 
stores, and churches. While the observances vary from family to 
family, one constant element is the buñuelos: fritters made out of a 
smooth dough composed of fresh cheese blended with cornstarch, 
egg, and milk. Buñuelos are a seasonal treat that is longed for year-
round and traditionally served with hot chocolate or a delicious 
Colombian coffee.

INGREDIENTS 

• 1 1/2 cups grated white farmer’s cheese or queso fresco
• 1/2 cup feta cheese
• 3/4 - 1  cup cornstarch
• 1/2 cup yuca starch (tapioca)
• 3 tablespoons sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/2 - 1 teaspoon salt, or to taste
• 2 eggs
• 1 tablespoon butter, softened
• Vegetable oil for frying
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PREPARATION 

1. Crumble/grate the two cheeses, making sure that they are grated very finely.  

You can use a food processor for this.

2. Mix the cheese, corn starch, sugar, salt, baking powder, butter, and eggs in a large bowl until well 

blended. Knead dough until it is smooth. It will be soft, but should not be sticky. Add more cornstarch 

if dough seems too wet; if the dough seems too dry or crumbly, add a small amount of milk (1-2 

teaspoons at a time) until it is smooth.

3. Take about 2 tablespoons of dough, and use the palms of your hands to shape the dough into  

a very smooth ball.

4. Heat several inches of oil in a heavy pot to 325 degrees. (Make sure to get the oil to just the right 

temperature so that the buñuelos rise to the top and swell up as they turn in the oil.)

5. Add the buñuelos, a few at a time, and cook. They will sink to the bottom, then rise and expand. Cook 

for 10-12 minutes, or longer if needed, turning them occasionally, until they are very golden brown.

6. Drain on a plate lined with paper towels. Serve warm. 

SUNDAY 
December 7
5-7pm
in the Chapel

Wednesday, December 31

10:00 pm

in the 

Family Life Worship Center

Wednesday, December 24
5:00 pm

in the 

Worship Center

For families
with preschool
and elementary  
age children.
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Derrick and Chiante’s story of falling in 
love plays out like a fairytale romance. 
Neither was searching for a life partner, 
but when their paths intertwined, it was 
instant chemistry and attraction. Derrick 
was everything Chiante could hope for in 
a man—attentive, complementary, loving, 
and devoted to his Christian faith. Equally 
impressed with Chiante, Derrick proposed 
just six months after having met her, 
and on November 22, 1997, they became 
husband and wife.

Despite some financial struggles, the first 
two years of marriage were wonderful. 
Chiante explains, “I could not have written 
a better love story. Derrick often told me I 
was beautiful and also smart, and having 
never received praise like that before, I 
flourished—even found the confidence 
to pursue my master’s degree and take 
on new ambitions.” One year into their 
marriage, the happy couple welcomed 
a son into the world, Caleb, and looked 
forward to their future as a family.

By year three, however, tensions between 
Chiante and her in-laws were escalating, 
putting a strain on the marriage. In 
addition, both Derrick and Chiante had 
unresolved issues from their pasts that 
took a toll on their relationship. In time, 
the couple lost sight of working together 
as a team and instead, pointed fingers 
at one another, voicing accusations and 
disappointments. Before long, they were 
fighting incessantly—day in and day out—
about anything and everything.

Despite the turmoil at home, Derrick 
and Chiante played the part of a happy, 

A MARRIAGE 
SAVED
A local couple finds healing in the 
mist of hopelessness

 

 

 
Photographer

Tom Bailey

loving couple, particularly at church. They 
continued to teach and minister, socialize 
with other couples, and even give martial 
advice when called upon. According to 
Derrick, “We didn’t dare show our true 
colors to anyone. We faked our way along 
and got away with it.”

In 2001, Chiante was surprised to discover 
that she was pregnant again. When baby 
Joshua was born, the strife between 
Chiante and Derrick was so stressful that 
he scarcely came to the hospital while 
she recovered from a C-section birth. 
Although Chiante considered initiating a 
separation upon returning home with their 
new baby, she opted to stick it out. She 
explains, “Derrick and I hung in there for 
twelve more years, not because we were 
determined to save our marriage but 
because we were both stubborn.”

By the start of 2014, the couple was at 
an all-time low. The constant bickering 
and resentment that spanned more than 
a decade had depleted them both to the 
point of misery. As a result, Chiante began 
planning a new life without Derrick, as a 
single mom. “I watched my mother raise 
me by herself,” Chiante recalls, “so I knew 
it could be done. I realized it might be 
hard, but I decided I could do it, even if 
the financial burden fell solely on me. I had 
to do something because I refused to live 
like that anymore.”

While Chiante and Derrick made a point 
to keep their heated arguments confined 
behind closed doors, out of view of their 
two boys, one Saturday afternoon, a 
shouting match became so volatile that 
their sons became frightened and hid. 
That was a breaking point that motivated 
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Having noticed their parents’ renewed love, sons Caleb and Joshua  
have expressed their relief. 

Chiante to start seeing a counselor at 
Champion Forest Baptist Church, where 
she and her family had been members for 
several years. Although Derrick was leery 
of counseling and only willing to attend 
one session with his wife, that appointment 
proved to be a defining moment when the 
counselor suggested that they attend the 
next semester of Re-Engage, a marriage 
course offered at the church.

Whereas Derrick had always been more 
emphatic than Chiante about keeping 
their marital issues to themselves, Derrick 
was now in favor of taking the course, and 
it was Chiante who refused. Having been 
shunned and asked to leave a previous 
church after their marital problems were 
discovered, Chiante had no desire to 
participate in a small group, discussion-
style class format. She also feared Derrick 
would remain closed off and resistant 
to change, adding to her frustration and 
disappointment. Nonetheless, Derrick 
pressed the issue. He explains, “I wanted 
this to be my way of showing her that I 
really wanted our marriage to work, but 
she wasn’t willing to go. So I asked her, 
‘Is our marriage worth it?’ That seemed 
to really impact her, and that’s when she 
finally agreed to participate.”

As the course commenced, Chiante was 
surprised by Derrick’s willingness to share 
with the other couples in their small group, 
admitting to his mistakes and speaking 
candidly about their struggles. “What we 
learned from the lessons and our leaders 
pricked my heart,” Derrick explains, “so 
I opened up and got some things off my 
chest—admissions of guilt and letting go 
of my ego.”

While there was a diverse range of 
couples—from blissful newlyweds to  
more seasoned pairs—it was a relief 
for Derrick and Chiante to learn that 
they were not the only ones struggling.  
The at-home assignments facilitated 
much-needed communication, and a  
few weeks into the 13-week course, 
Derrick and Chiante were experiencing 
healing and a renewed commitment 
to utilize the tools that would help 
fortify their marriage. In addition, one 
evening while seated among small group  
members, a tearful Chiante found the 
strength to lift her head and make eye 
contact with the other women. Whereas 
she feared judgment and rejection, 
the look of love and acceptance on  
the ladies’ faces dispelled all shame  
and embarrassment.

Having completed the Re-Engage course, 
the Deals have a transformed home. 
They are planning a trip for their twenty-
year anniversary in two years and are 
enjoying teaching together in the Student 
Ministry. Having noticed their parents’ 
renewed love, sons Caleb and Joshua have 
expressed their relief. 

As the holidays commence, Derrick and 
Chiante are adamant that they would not 
be together right now had they not been 
willing to open their hearts and get help. 
They are grateful to the men and women 
who rallied around them and also to one 
another.

“We don’t need any gifts this year,” 
Derrick and Chiante say. “Our family is the 
greatest gift.”

A new semester of  

Re-Engage begins in February at  

Champion Forest Baptist Church. 

For more information, contact 

Jared Richard, jrichard@cfbc.org.
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LO MARAVILLOSO 
DE LA NAVIDAD
en Champion Forest Bapist Church
Cada año celebramos como familia una 
época llena de emoción y alegría en la 
cual los regalos no pueden faltar, aquí 
en Champion Forest nos gusta celebrar 
el mejor Regalo que el mundo ya ha 
recibido y ese es el nacimiento de aquél 
que cambio la historia de la humanidad 
pero que también continúa cambiando 
la vida de todos aquellos que estamos 
dispuestos a recibirle y ser transformados 
por Él, ese es nuestro Señor Jesucristo.  

Durante todo un año un gran equipo de 
Champion Forest planea la producción de 
Navidad y los ensayos se inician con cuatro 
meses de anticipación. Aproximadamente 

Lo Maravillos de la Navidad- 
Presentaciones en Español: 

Sábado, Diciembre 13 – 7:00pm, Auditorio Principal
Domingo, Diciembre 14 –  3:00pm, Auditorio Principal

 
Christmas Spectacular-  
English presentations:

Friday, December 12 – 7:00pm, Worship Center
Saturday, December 13 - 7:00pm, Worship Center
Sunday, December 14 – 7:00pm, Worship Center

Las puertas se abrirán una hora antes de cada presentación. Los 
niños son bienvenidos a disfrutar del programa, así que no habrá 
cuidado de niños. 

 
Champion Forest está ubicada en 15555 Stuebner Airline Road. Houston, 
TX 77069. Para mayor información puedes visitar nuestra página en internet 
www.championforest.org o nuestra página en Facebook  
www.facebook.com/championforestenespanol 

500 personas estarán participando en 
el evento este año en diferentes áreas 
como luces, cámaras, orquesta, actores, 
cantantes y hasta animales en vivo como 
camellos, ovejas y elefante…sí, leíste bien, 
¡un elefante! ¡Y es que en Champion Forest  
nos gusta celebrar este acontecimiento en 
grande!

Ven y juntos disfrutemos y celebremos 
este gran evento “Lo Maravilloso de la 
Navidad”. La entrada es completamente 
gratis. Tendremos 2 presentaciones en 
español y 3 en inglés. 

• MÚSICA Y DANZA

• NIEVE REAL

• ANIMALES EN VIVO

• TRINEOS DE NIEVE

 • PARA TODA LA FAMILIA

en Español
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THANKSGIVING
   ¡Los hispanos también  lo celebramos!

¿Estás preparándote para celebrar el día 
de Acción de Gracias? Cuando vivía en 
mi país, yo pensaba que la celebración 
de Thanksgiving era una fiesta exclusiva 
de los angloamericanos, pero al llegar 
a Estados Unidos, me di cuenta que la 
mayoría de los inmigrantes hispanos  la 
han ido adoptando como una de sus 
celebraciones más importantes.

El origen de la celebración se remonta a 
1620, fecha en que los peregrinos cristianos  
europeos que huían de la persecución 
religiosa en su país, llegaron a las costas 
de Massachusetts y después de dos años 
de arduo trabajo y muchas dificultades 
lograron recoger una abundante cosecha;  
Se reunieron con los indígenas que los 
habían apoyado, comieron, celebraron y 
dieron gracias a Dios por los beneficios 
recibidos. 

¿Por qué Thanksgiving o Día de Acción de 
Gracias, sin ser parte de nuestra historia, 
ha tenido una acogida tan grande entre 
los hispanos?, porque tiene al menos dos  
aspectos que encajan  perfectamente con  
nuestros valores culturales y cristianos. 
¿Cuáles son?  

1. Es  una  celebración que convoca a la  
unidad familiar

Las familias se reúnen en  Thanksgiving 
más que en cualquier otra época del 

año,  es la oportunidad que aprovechan 
para encontrarse padres e hijos, nietos, y 
otros miembros de la familia que viven en 
diferentes lugares. 

Esta costumbre responde a nuestra 
idiosincrasia, ya que para los hispanos 
la familia tiene un valor muy importante,  
nos gusta reunirnos en familia, compartir, 
apoyarnos mutuamente, comer, reír, vivir 
en familia, mientras  comemos pavo, 
dándole, claro está, ese sabor hispano 
y acompañándolo con frijoles, tortillas, 
pastas y otros deliciosos platillos de 
nuestra cocina latinoamericana.

Además, es un momento oportuno  para 
reconocer a Dios como creador de la 
familia, nuestro sustentador y  proveedor 
de todo lo que tenemos.

2. Es una celebración que nos recuerda 
la importancia  de expresar gratitud a 
nuestro Dios

Aunque es una fiesta secular, celebrada 
por  personas de diferentes religiones 
y aun por los ateos; los cristianos no 
podemos olvidar el propósito  original 
del Día de Acción de Gracias, dado 
por los colonos cuando expresaban su  
gratitud a Dios por la abundante cosecha 
recogida. Aunque comemos pavo, para 
los cristianos no es “el día del pavo”, es 

el día de acción de gracias a Dios, nuestro 
creador y sustentador por las muchas 
bendiciones recibidas. Es una celebración 
para compartir juntos, y reflexionar sobre 
las grandes bendiciones que el Señor nos 
ha dado durante el año.

Por esta razón, los cristianos no solo 
debemos celebrar Thanksgiving con 
profundo espíritu de gratitud, oración y 
alegría, sino recordar diariamente que 
toda buena dadiva y todo don perfecto 
viene de nuestro Padre celestial; por lo 
tanto, necesitamos mantener un corazón 
agradecido. Esa era la actitud del salmista 
cuando decía:
 

Entren por sus puertas con 
acción de gracias; vengan a sus 
atrios con himnos de alabanza; 
denle gracias, alaben su nombre. 

Salmos 100:4
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En el centro de la ciudad de Conroe 
está ubicado nuestro tercer campus. 
Este campus está enfocado en alcanzar 
hispanos de primera, segunda y tercera 
generación.  Es por eso que en el campus 
Conroe hay reuniones en inglés y español. 

En este mes de noviembre se ha terminado 
la primera fase de remodelación del 
auditorio principal que nos permitirá 
recibir a la comunidad en un lugar especial 
y así disfrutar una experiencia maravillosa 
de Fe y crecimiento en el Señor. 

El pastor Esteban Vásquez, en español, y el 
pastor Chris Smart, en inglés, comparten 
mensajes prácticos y desafiantes  que 
ayudarán a cada participante a descubrir la 
voluntad de Dios en su vida. La ubicación 
de este campus es 600 S Frazier Street 
Conroe, TX 77301.

 
REUNIONES GENERALES:
 
Domingos
9:30  -  Servicio en Inglés
11:15  -  Servicio en Español
9:30  -  Grupos de Vida en Español 
11:15  -  Grupos de Vida Inglés

Miércoles
7:15   -  Estudio Bíblico en inglés y español, 
reunión especial para estudiantes de 
Middle y High school.  

CFBC CONROE 
CAMPUS
Champion Forest Baptist Church sigue extendiéndose

Nota del Pastor Ramon Medina 
del Ministerio Hispano en Champion Forest

Hola, muchas gracias por tomar el tiempo para conocer un poco más 
sobre nuestra iglesia Champion Forest en Español.

La misión que tenemos como iglesia es ayudar a toda clase de personas a darle sentido 
a su vida teniendo a Cristo como centro de ella. El grupo en español ha venido en 
crecimiento, convirtiéndonos en una gran y maravillosa familia donde disfrutamos 
crecer en nuestra relación con Dios y los demás, el estar juntos y conocer los planes 
que el Señor tiene para cada uno de nosotros. No importa la etapa de la vida donde 
nos encontremos ahora ¡Dios tiene un plan para los que le buscan y están dispuestos a 
escuchar Su voz! 

Quiero tomar esta oportunidad para invitarte a que nos conozcas y experimentes 
nuestras reuniones dominicales, los Grupos de Vida donde la iglesia se convierte en 
una pequeña familia, además de todas las actividades y programas que ofrecemos para 
cada uno de los miembros de la familia.

Estamos seguros de que en Champion Forest encontrarás no solo una iglesia donde 
congregarte, sino que encontrarás una familia dispuesta a animarte, apoyarte y a crecer 
contigo y tu familia en este caminar con Cristo.

Que el Señor te continúe bendiciendo,
Pastor Ramon Medina

 

“El grupo en español ha venido en crecimiento,   
  convirtiéndonos en una gran y maravillosa familia  
  donde disfrutamos crecer en nuestra relación con   
  Dios y los demás…”

PASTOR RAMON MEDINA
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BUÑUELOS COLOMBIANOS
Una tradición Navideña 

INGREDIENTES 

• 3 tazas de queso molido (En U.S.A 

se puede usar el queso Cotija)

• 1 ½ taza de harina de maíz (La 

puedes encontrar lista para 

hacer buñuelos en algunos 

supermercados)

• 2 huevos batidos

• ¼ taza de leche o agua si lo 

prefieres

• 1 cucharadita de azúcar

• Una pizca de polvo para hornear

• Una pizca de sal

• Aceite para freír

Estas bolitas hechas con queso y harina de maíz, son probablemente uno de los pasa 
bocas favoritos de los colombianos. Los buñuelos se disfrutan durante cualquier 
momento del año, pero es en la época navideña cuando más se preparan, hasta llegar a 
convertirse en uno de los platos típicos de dicha fecha.

Los buñuelos colombianos se diferencian de sus “parientes” españoles y mexicanos, 
en que no son dulces, sino todo lo contrario. El queso aporta su sabor salado, lo cual 
los convierte en el perfecto acompañamiento para una taza de chocolate caliente o un 
delicioso café.

Esponjosos en su interior, crujientes por fuera, son las características de un buñuelo bien 
hecho. El secreto está en freírlos a fuego medio, con el aceite no muy caliente.

PREPARACIÓN 

1. Mezclar todos los ingredientes con excepción del aceite, hasta formar una masa homogénea y suave.

2. Tomar porciones de la masa y darles forma redonda, con ayuda de las manos.

3. Freír los buñuelos en abundante aceite medio caliente, pero no a temperatura demasiado alta, para 

que se cocinen completamente en su interior y no se quemen por fuera.

4. Retirarlos cuando estén dorados y dejar escurrirlos en papel absorbente.

5. Servir inmediatamente.

Grupos de Vida
Un espacio para Conectarnos

Entre Amigas
Crecemos en la Palabra  
y disfrutamos

Todos los domingos, en Champion Forest, a las 9:30am, tenemos diferentes grupos 
que se reúnen para estudiar la biblia y hacer nuevos amigos, estos grupos se conocen 
como Grupos de Vida. Hay muchos grupos entre los que podrás elegir y para ayudarte 
en esto tenemos un equipo, llamado Conexión, que te dará toda la información que 
necesitas sobre cada Grupo de Vida. El equipo de Conexión está a tu disposición 
los domingos, a las 9:30am, en el salón LE202. ¡Estamos seguros que en Champion 
Forest hay un Grupo de Vida para ti y para cada integrante de tu familia!

¿Mujer, te gustaría conocer más sobre lo que Dios tiene para ti? En Champion Forest 
tenemos un lugar y un espacio solo para nosotras. Los martes, de 9:30am a 11:30am, 
en el salón FL102, desarrollamos diferentes estudios bíblicos en el año, disfrutamos 
de compañerismo, reímos y oramos juntas. Durante nuestros estudios, disponemos de 
cuidado para niños desde bebé hasta los 5 años de edad, sin costo. Si deseas mayor 
información sobre Entre Amigas y nuestra nueva serie, que iniciará el 13 de enero del 
2015, escríbenos a entreamigas@cfbc.org.
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In 2009, Brian and Kathleen Wright were 

not expecting any more children and were 

surprised to discover that Kathleen was 

pregnant, especially given the doctor’s 

prognosis that she had less than a one-

percent chance of conceiving again. Soon, 

however, she began having symptoms 

of a high-risk pregnancy, requiring that 

ultrasounds be performed every few  

weeks, confirming that the baby was 

developing well.

At twenty weeks, the ultrasound technician 

made a remark that floored Brian and 

Kathleen, “Oh,” she said, “I didn’t know you 

guys were having twins.” “Neither did we!” 

the Wrights said. The second baby had not 

been discovered in prior ultrasounds. Excited 

but shocked, Brian and Kathleen began 

preparing to welcome two new babies into 

their home.

One morning, Kathleen experienced some  

odd physical sensations, prompting the  

couple to go to the doctor and also ask their 

church Life Group members (Sunday School 

class) to pray. Tests concluded that the 

babies were fine, but the doctor suggested 

that Kathleen get a steroid shot to hasten 

the babies’ lung development. Whereas the 

Wrights usually took a few days to consider 

medical options, Brian felt adamant that 

Kathleen needed to receive the steroids that 

same day.

The next morning, on October 17, 2009, 

Kathleen woke to sharp contractions. Once 

at the hospital, the medical staff sprang into 

action, doing everything they could to stop 

her premature labor. The babies were only 

27 weeks—13 weeks shy of their due date. 

As it turned out, it was hugely beneficial that 

Kathleen had received a steroid shot. Little 

did she know, a day later, Timothy Michael 

and Thomas Benjamin would be born, both 

weighing around a mere two pounds. 

Although the neonatologist insisted the 

preemies would be in the NICU through 

January, Kathleen prayed that they would 

be released in time for Christmas. All hope 

seemed lost, however, when the couple 

learned that Timothy had serious bleeding 

in his brain. Warned that he would likely 

never crawl, walk or talk like his twin brother, 

the Wrights asked for more prayer. In the 

distressing weeks that followed, their Life 

Group members prepared meals, helped 

around the house, provided shoulders to cry 

on, and even bought birthday gifts for their 

daughter. One member in particular who 

happened to be a respiratory therapist at the 

boys’ hospital was present the day Timmy had 

a severe episode as he stopped breathing. 

The Wrights thanked God that their Life 

Group friend was there to intervene and help. 

More tests revealed that, although blood 

remained in Timothy’s brain, it was 

not increasing—a wonderful relief. By 

Thanksgiving, Kathleen had prayerfully 

released her desire to bring her twins 

home by Christmas and was grateful that 

her older children were able to hold their 

sweet baby brothers in the NICU for the first 

time. She and Brian could hardly believe it 

when, on December 11, the doctor joyfully 

cleared the twins to come home in five days, 

based on the boys’ remarkable progress!  

Life became a whirlwind as Brian and  

Kathleen prepared for the infants, buying  

car seats and baby gear, taking infant CPR 

classes, and learning how to operate their 

sons’ breathing monitors. The biggest 

concern, however, was the final head  

scan Timmy would undergo before leaving 

the hospital. As the doctor interpreted  

the test results, the Wrights will never  

forget her words, “It’s astounding. I have 

never seen anything like this. We cannot  

find any evidence or damage from his 

previous bleeding.”

 

“Isn’t it amazing?” Kathleen responded. “Our 

God has been at work.”

On December 16, 2009—after 61 days in the 

NICU—Brian and Kathleen brought Timothy 

and Thomas home. In the years since, the 

Wright family has celebrated numerous 

milestones while also having made multiple 

runs to the emergency room, endured 

sleepless nights, and even recovered from 

a house fire. But through it all, they remain 

ever grateful. 

This holiday season, Brian and Kathleen 

thank God for His goodness, for the love and 

support of their fellow church members, and 

for the gift of their children, including their 

two Christmas miracles.

TWO CHRISTMAS

MIRACLES

Life Groups are essential, small communities 
within the larger church community as a 
whole at Champion Forest Baptist. There 
are a variety of groups for all ages, including 
children and students. For more information 
about connecting with a Life Group that’s 
right for you, go to champonforest.org/
guide/lifegroups.

ALL HOPE SEEMED LOST WHEN  
THE COUPLE LEARNED THAT  
TIMOTHY HAD SERIOUS  
BLEEDING IN HIS BRAIN.

Timothy and Thomas 
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• The new 386-acre Exxon Mobil 
campus is located in an area known  
as Springwoods Village. 

• Some 2,000 employees are already 
working at the new Exxon Mobil 
Campus; at least 8,000 more are 
expected in 2015. 

• Although Springwoods Village 
residential areas stretch across Klein 
ISD and Spring ISD, nearly all of the 
commercial development is located 
 in Spring. 

• Estimations suggest that 
approximately 1,500 Springwoods 
Village students will enroll in Klein  
ISD  schools by the conclusion of  
the 2014-2015 school year, 130  
in Spring ISD.  

• The Exxon Mobil campus is about  
half complete and has already added 
more than $500 million to Spring’s 
taxable value. 

• The median home price in  
The Woodlands has increased by 
nearly $100,000 in three years, 
and Conroe ISD is anticipating 
the enrollment of over 1,000 new 
students in the upcoming months.

Interesting facts 
surrounding the arrival  
of Exxon Mobil to the  
north of Houston

Meets Sundays at the Klein Independent School District 

Multipurpose Center, located at 7500 FM 2920, one mile 

east of Hooks Airport.

9:30am - Life Groups – Bible discussion groups  
for adults, students, and children.

10:55am – Family Worship - Features musical worship led by the CFBC 
worship band and practical messages by Lead Pastor Stephen Trammell.

10:55am – Extreme Worship - A fun, faith-building worship experience 
designed especially for kids in first through fifth grade. Nursery and 
Preschool Ministry provided at 9:30am and 10:55am.

www.cfbc.org/north
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FAMILY LIFE SPORTS 
AND FITNESS CENTER 
(FLC) The Family Life Center is a cutting-edge sports and fitness facility where 

families can learn, play, and get in shape in a fun, positive environment. 

Located at Champion Forest Baptist Church Main Campus, the FLC 

offers ongoing leagues, classes, and fitness challenges. Membership is 

open to the community, and all are welcome to come take a tour!

Amenities include: 

• State-of-the-Art Weight Room

• Circuit Training Equipment

• 1/8-Mile Indoor Jogging Track

• Elliptical Trainers

• Stair Steppers

• Recumbent and Stationary Bikes

• Childcare (9:00am-noon, Monday-Thursday)

• Cardio Theater

• Locker Rooms and Towel Service

• Table Games (Ping-Pong, Pool)

• Two Full-Sized Wood-Floor  

Basketball Courts 

• Two Racquetball Courts

• Aerobics and Fitness Classes

• Personal Trainers

• Nutrition and Wellness Classes

Personal Trainers

Looking 
to get in 
shape in 
the New 

Year?
NO APPLICATION FEE! ($45 Savings)
WHEN YOU PRESENT THIS COUPON AT SIGNUP
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• Upward Basketball for Boys and Girls – Registration underway; games begin in January 

• Girls Volleyball – Registration begins January 19

• Fitness Challenge Ultra Marathon – January 25 – February 23

• *The Daniel Plan Study - January 28 – March 4

• Men’s Softball – Begins March 24

• Boot Camp Intense Fitness Training – April 13 – 24

• Fitness Classes – Ongoing (18 weekly options)

• CPR Classes – ongoing (Four classes a month)

“My entire family has a membership at the FLC, and we love 

 the fitness opportunities and convenience it provides.”

Activities/Classes for Kids & Adults Aerobic Equipment

Spring 2015 at the FLC 

For more information about all FLC events or to register for a particular 
league or course, visit championforest.org/sports, or contact  
Amy Tomberlin, atomberlin@cfbc.org, 281.586.9797. 

Nutritionist Lisa Hernandez facilitates  

The Daniel Plan, a six-week course endorsed 

by Dr. Oz and developed by brain specialist 

Dr. Daniel Amen, metabolic expert Dr. Mark 

Hyman, and  Pastor Rick Warren. Designed 

to empower participants to achieve optimum 

lifestyles, the course focuses on making 

healthy choices regarding faith, food, fitness, 

focus, and friends, promoting a holistic 

approach to wellness.

*

FLC MEMBER
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STUDENT EVENTS

JAN 11 
Summer Mission Trips  
Parent Meeting 
 
FEB 6-8  
Freedom Weekend  
  
MAY 31  
Senior Recognition  
   

JUL 26-29  
King of the Beach Sand Volleyball 
Tournament

  
High School Summer Camp
& High School Mission Trip
www.championforest.org/students 

JUN 22-26  
Middle School Mission Trip

JUL 13-16  
Houston Mission

JUL 13-17 
Middle School Summer Camp
 
   

KIDS EVENTS

JAN 11  
Parent Workshop: Beginning 
the Path to Purity

JUN 22-26  
Vacation Bible School

JUL 7-9 
Fifth Grade Mission Trip

JUL 22-25 
Preteen Summer Camp CONTACT INFO:   Kids Events - kids@cfbc.org   •   Student Events - students@cfbc.org
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“This is an exciting new worship 
format for us and we are eager  
and delighted to minister to  
the Deaf community as well as  
to their families living throughout  
our community.”  

NEW EXPERIENCE 
FOR THE DEAF AND 
HARD OF HEARING
Imagine what it might be like to attend 
a worship service in a setting where you 
alone are unable to hear the music, the 
preaching, or the warm greetings of those 
seeking to converse. For Cesar Torres, 
this experience has been a reality. Deaf 
since birth, he is well acquainted with the 
challenges the deaf and hard of hearing 
face, particularly at church.

Determined to make a difference, Cesar 
became an ordained minister and planted 
a church for the deaf and hard of hearing 
in Costa Rica, where he and his wife Rita—

also deaf—and their two children lived for 
twelve years. Upon moving to Houston, 
Pastor Torres discovered that there are 
over one thousand deaf people living in 
Spring and Cypress—precisely the area 
where Champion Forest Baptist Church 
(CFBC) is located and seeks to serve.

Motivated by the mission to help all kinds 
of people make sense out of life through 
Christ-centered living, CFBC has rallied 
around the opportunity to present the 
deaf and hard of hearing with a Sunday 
worship experience that is conducted 

entirely in American Sign Language 
(ASL). Facilitated by Pastor Cesar Torres, 
the service launched at the Main Campus 
in September and is growing steadily! 

“This is an exciting new worship format 
for us,” says Senior Pastor David Fleming, 
“and we are eager and delighted to 
minister to the Deaf community as well 
as to their families living throughout our 
community. We are grateful to be joined 
by Pastor Torres, his family, and all those 
who will come to CFBC as a result of his 
ministry here.” 

Pastor Cesar Torres 
and family

DAVID FLEMING
Sr. Pastor at CFBC

Champion Forest Baptist Church
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Worship Service

Sundays - 10:55am
Main Campus
WC.140 (Orchestra Room)
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As the Assistant Head Football Coach at 
Westfield High School, Matt Meekins is 
accustomed to instructing young men, 
answering their questions, and developing 
winning strategies. But when his nine-
year-old twin boys Cade and Cole and 
seven-year-old son Riley came home 
from church wanting to know more about 
spiritual matters, Matt realized he was ill 
equipped to provide solid answers. 

Motivated to become informed, Matt 
enrolled in a FAITH Evangelism Training 
course at his church, Champion Forest 
Baptist. For eight weeks, he committed 
to learn how to give reliable answers  
to anyone seeking to know what the 
Bible says about eternal life and going  
to heaven. 

While driving his sons to and from their 
afterschool sporting events, Matt enlisted 
their help as he worked to memorize the 
FAITH outline—an acronym that paves the 
way for communicating the gospel. After 
several weeks, all three boys could recite 
the foundational scripture verses and 
spiritual points right along with him. 

One Monday afternoon, Matt picked up 
Riley from football practice and happened 
to be alone with him in the car—a rare 
treat. Again, they rehearsed the outline 
and associated scriptures. After throwing 
the ball around together for a while in 
the yard, Matt spent close to two hours 
with Riley that evening, ensuring he fully 

grasped concepts such as sin, repentance, 
and forgiveness. At the conclusion of their 
discussion, Riley expressed a desire to 
receive Christ, and Matt was grateful to 
lead his son in prayer.

Three days later, Matt happened to have 
some one-on-one time with his son Cole. 
Again, Matt spent close to two hours 
reviewing issues surrounding salvation, 
and the same thing happened! Their 
discussion led to Cole’s decision to receive 
Christ. His son Cade came home later that 
evening, and Matt repeated the process 
with him, and sure enough, he too made 
the decision to receive Christ!

On April 13, 2014, one week before Easter, 
all three of Matt’s sons were baptized. In 
reflecting on the occasion, Matt says, “It 
was one of the greatest moments of my 
life—knowing where my sons are going to 
spend eternity.”

Matt has some motivating advice for 
parents: “My church does a great job 
building a foundation of faith in kids and 
it’s wonderful to have, but we cannot  
put all the responsibility on the church.  
We need to get equipped and step up  
to the plate.”

THE WINNING
PLAY
Local coach  
introduces his sons to 
the ultimate Father…

F is for FORGIVENESS
We all have sinned and need God’s 

forgiveness (Romans 3:23)

A is for AVAILABLE
God’s forgiveness is available to all, but not 

automatic (John 3:16)

I is for IMPOSSIBLE
According to the Bible, it is impossible to 

get to heaven on our own (Ephesians 2:18).

T is for TURN
To be saved, we must repent, which is to 
turn to Jesus Christ and go a different life 

direction (Luke 13:3, Romans 10:9-10)

H is for HEAVEN
When we place our faith in Christ, we can 

be sure we will go to heaven and have 
eternal life with God (John 14:3) 

FAITH – a biblical explanation  
of what it takes to get to 
heaven and have eternal life: 
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